France offers Israel $500m loan guarantees 


PARIS (R) — France confirmed cm Wednesday that h had offered stale 
guarantees worth S500 million to Israel for housing projects for 
immigrants. A foreign ministry spokesman told reporters the guarantees 

wukl enable French construction firms 10 build 20.000 homes around 
Bccrshcba, the main population centre in the Negev area of southern 
Fim news of the offer came on Tuesday from visiting Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy, who told Israeli journalists that French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas had made it. The French spokesman 

the guarantees would not be used for work in Israeli-occupied Arab 
territory. The proposal is the biggest Paris has extended to Israel, 
surpassing by S100 million standing guarantees offered by the United 
States for the same purpose. Relations between France and Israel have 
been strained over France's efforts to resume ties between rhe Fnrnp-^a 
Community (EC) and die Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
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Superpower summit set for June 25*27 


MOSCOW (AP) — The summit meeting between Presidents 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev and George Bush will be held June 25-27. 
an independent news agency reported Wednesday. The Russian 
Information Agency, quoting unidentified sources it described as 
dose 10 the Soviet foreign ministry, reported the dates of the 
long-delayed summit. The news agency reported that the dates 
coincided with terms reached at talks between U.S. Secretary of 
State James A. Baker and Soviet Foreign Minister Alexander 
Bessmertnykh. The Moscow summit originally was scheduled for 
February but was delayed because of the Gulf war. 
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3 killed, 9 injured Wednesday; Arab League 
condemns; Security Council ‘may meet’ 

Israeli warplanes bomb 
South Lebanon for 3rd day 


affect 


Abanda 

By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — Smoke and soot 
from more than 500 oil wells 
burning in Kuwait are affecting 
sunlight and the local climate 
in Jordan, the country's 
meteorology chief said 
Wednesday. 

The official. AJi Abanda, 
also said that temperatures 
have dropped recently to the 
lowest average in 68 years. 

Jordan's climate is usually 
stable and dry with high 
temperatures much of the 
year. 

Precipitation is modest with 
rain falling during a three- 
month winter season, but this 
year there was rain in mid- 
May. On Monday. June 3, 
there was drizzle and cold 
winds. 

An estimated 516 oil wells 
were set ablaze during the Gulf 
war. They are burning out of 
control and scientists have pre- 
dicted that it will take up to 
two years to put out all the 
fires. 

“Our initial studies indicated 
that oil fires raging in Kuwait 
are indirectly affecting our cli- 
mate, reducing the average 
temperatures by at least four 
degrees and causing local 
atmospheric instability,” 
Abanda said in an interview. 

He said fires in Kuwait are 
creating a chimney effect, pull- 
ing in cold air along the ground 
to feed oxygen to the burning 
wells. This is creating a wind of 
varying speeds near the wells 
and also nearby countries, he 
said. 



Dr. Ali Abanda 

He said the combustion is 
not complete and as a result 
there are hydrocarbon parti- 
cles being deposited Through- 
out the region. 

“That is blocking sunlight 
partially and causing a colder 
summer season in Jordan.** 
Abanda said noting that local 
climate will remain unstable 
throughout this year. 

He said sulphur dioxide is 
also being produced and the 
chemical caused arid rain 
throughout the region in recent 
weeks. 

“The recent rainfall in Jor- 
dan tended to be slightly more 
acidic than normal.*' he noted. 

Temperatures were lower in 
March, April and May com- 
pared to the same months in 
previous years. 

‘Temperatures never drop- 
ped down as much since 1923," 
Abanda said. 

For example, he said, the 
average temperatures recorded 
during the last week of May in 
Amman were 18 degrees Cel- 
sius during daytime and seven 
Celsius at night. 

Average temperatures dur- 
ing the last week of May in 
other years registered an aver- 
age high of 27 Celsius and a 
low of 21. Abanda said. 

He said the average high in 
the last week of May 1923 was 
22.5 Celsius and the low was 13 
Celsius. 


Shamir says no to U.N., 
Levy says yes to EC 


Algiers under siege; 
government falls, June 
elections postponed 


King congratulates 
Swedish monarch 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday sent a 
cable to King Carl Gustaf of 
Sweden to congratulate him in his 
name and on behalf of the Jorda- 
nian government and people on 
Sweden’s national day. King Hus- 
sein expressed his wishes that 
Jordanian-Swetfish relations be 
enhanced for the best interest of 
the two peoples and wished King 
Gustaf good health and h a ppine ss 
and the Swedish people further 
progress and prosperity 

PLO, Saudi Arabia 
make 1st contact 

TUNIS (R) — Saudi Arabia and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation on Wednesday had their 
first official political contact since 
the end of the Gulf war, the PLO 
newsagency WAFA announced. 
■WAFA said Farouk Kaddoumi, 
the PLO diplomatic head, sent a 
message to Saudi Arabia's Fore- 
ign Minister, Prince Saud A! Fais- 
al, on “the situation in the Arab 
World and the efforts being de- 
ployed to settle Middle East 
problems.” The message was 
handed to the Saudi Arabian 
ambassador in Tunis, Ibrahim 
Assaad Ibrahim. 

Iraq reports 64 
cholera cases no 
deaths 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said on 
Wednesday that 64 cholera cases 
had been reported in various 
provinces, but that none of the 
people affected bad died. A 
health ministry spokesman, 
quoted by the Iraqi News Agency 
IN A, said Baghdad province had 
the bigbestjagnre with 16^ cases. 
The northern mainly Kurdish 
province of Dahnk came next 
with 12 cases. ‘There were no 
fatalities among those affected 
and who are now in good health," 
the spokesman said. 

Israelis arrest 
Gulf peace team 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israeli authorities arrested 23 
members of an international 
peace group which set out to 
march from Jerusalem through 
the occupied West Bank to Am- 
man. Members of the Gulf Peace 
Term said on Wednesday they 
were arrested late on Tuesday in 
die RamaUah area of the occu- 
pied West Bank for refusing a 
police order to leave the area. 
Kathy Kelly, a coordinator for 
the group, said authorities de- 
tained the 23 for more than four 
hours and then took them baric to 
Jerusalem. A military spokesman 
said the marchers had entered a 
dosed military zone and were 
taken to a police station in 
RamaUah. 

PLO official 
in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — PLO executive 
co mmi ttee member Mahmoud 
Abbas arrived in Cairo on 
Wednesday for talks with Egyp- 
tian officials on the Middle East 
peace process. “The visit is part 
of the PLO’s policy of coordinat- 
ing and consulting with con- 
cerned Arab parties on the peace 
process,” a statement by the PLO 
information office in Cairo said. 
Abbas, better known as Abu 
Mazeu, has visited Cairo twice 
since April, apparently to tryto 
mend fences between Egypt and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. Abu Mazen'5 trip coin- 
cided with a surprise visit to Cairo 

by Syrian Preadent Hafez AI 
Assad. 

Spain lifts 

food sanction 

on Iraq 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — Spain 

has lifted te embargo on food and 

medicine exports to Iraq, an in- 
dustry- ministry spokesman said 
Tuesday. Spain’s official gazette 
published a May 31 order lifting 
the ban on food and methane 
exports from a general trade 
emb argo dating to. shortly after 
Iraq's Aug- 2 invasion of Kuwait, 
said the spokeswoman, Angeles 
Bosch. She said the latest order 
would take effect Wednesday. It 
brought Spain into line with its 11 
European Community partners, 
who jointly approved the aettm 
at a Brussels meeting on May /. 


SOON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes blasted Palesti- 
nian and Lebanese guerrilla bases 
in South Lebanon for a third 
straight day Wednesday, barely 
12 hours after mounting their 
biggest attack in Lebanon in nine 
years. 

Police said three fighters were 
killed and nine wounded in the 
latest raid that targeted Palesti- 
nian and leftist militia bases m 
hills overlooking the eastern 
flank of the port city of Sidon. 

That raised the overall toll of 
the raids to 22 killed and 82 
wounded in 48 boors. Police said 
the air strikes were evidently 
aimed at destroying the bulk of 
the Palestinians’ armour around 
Sidon, provincial capital of South 
Lebanon. 

At least three major ammuni- 
tion dumps and two depots of 
military vehicles were demolished 
in the raids, said a police spokes- 
man. 

The spokesman said Israeli- 
backed militiamen of the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), and 
Palestinian gunners fought a one- 
hour artillery duel in the area 
after the air raid, but no casual- 
ties were reported. 

The SLA and Palestinians were 
seen massing armour on their 
opposite front lines in the bluffs 
between Sidon and the SLA -held 
Christian town of Jezzine. 

A police spokesman said four 
Israeli jets fired six rockets on a 
base of Ahmad JibriTs Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command in 
bin* above Sidon’s eastern flank 
at 1230 a.m. (2130 GMT Tues- 
day). 

Two other rockets blasted a 
base of the Syrian Social 
Nationalist Party, a leftist 
Lebanese faction that advocates 
die merger of Lebanon, Syria, 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syrian and 
Egytian leaders, meeting unex- 
pectedly in Cairo on Wednesday, 
agreed that that: was an urgent 
need to bold a Middle East peace 
conference. 

“There is total agreement be- 
tween Egypt and Syria to start the 
peace process as soon as possi- 
ble,” Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa said after three 
hours of talks between Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad and his 
Egyptian counterpart, Honsi 

Mubarak. 

Diplomatic said Assad's pre- 
viously unannounced visit to 
Cairo signalled possible flexibility 
on the part of Damascus over 
U.S. efforts to convene the first 
talks between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours as a group. 

They said Egypt and Syria 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP)— Fore- 
ign Minister Prince Sand Al Fais- 
al of Saudi Arabia arrived in 
Tehran on Wednesday in his first 
trip to Iran since tile Gulf giants 
resumed relations in March. 

Prince Sand’s visit was at the 
invitation of his Iranian counter- 
part Ati Afcbar Velayati, issued 
firing a trip to Riyadh in April. 

On arrival, the Saudi official 
thanked Velayati for “die oppor- 
tunity provided by me and my 
delegation to respond to his his- 
toric visit to Saudi Arabia,” the 
Islamic Republic news agency re- 
posted. 

Before departure. Prince Saud 
sard be would discuss with Iranian 
leaders Tehran's relations with 
Saudi Arabia and the other mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council — Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman, Bahrain 
and Qatar. 

Prince Saud said Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have “to- work 
much to reach a common under- 


Jordan. Palestine. Iraq and 
Kuwait into a “greater Syria.” 

The Israeli military command 
said air force jets attacked the 
PFLP-GC base. It said the targets 
southeast of the port city of Sidon 
“were hit and all our planes 
returned safely to base.” 

By police count, at least 15 
people were killed and 62 wound- 
ed in Tuesday's, three-hour air 
assaults, 'targeting bases of other 
Palestinian guerrilla factions and 
the PLO-aUied Nasserite leftist 
Lebanese militia. 

The 21-member Arab League 
Wednesday condemned Israeli 
air raids into Lebanon saying they 
were proof Israel did not want 
peace in the Middle East. 

A statement issued by the 
Cairo-based pan-Arab organisa- 
tion also urged the United Na- 
tions to pressure Israel to with- 
draw its troops from South Leba- 
non. 

“The Arab League strongly 
condemns this brutal aggression 
against innocent civilians, espe- 
cially women and children,” the 
statement said. 

“The Israeli aggression against 
Lebanon’s sovereignty, inde- 
pendence and territorial integrity 
proves to the whole world that 
Israel is not a peace-loving coun- 
try and reveals intentions to ob- 
struct efforts aimed at bringing 
peace to the area.” 

It urged U.N. action to stop 
such attacks and to pressure the 
Jewish state into accepting Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 425 calling 
on Israel to withdraw its troops 
from a self-declared “security 
zone" it patrols in South Leba- 
non. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
said also Wednesday' he believed 
the Security Council would meet 


sougjit a joint stand to counter 
any Israeli attempt to throw the 
blame onto the Arabs if U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's 
peace initiative collapsed. 

“It’s long been my belief — 
and Egypt’s — that when push 
comes to shove, Syria will not 
want to be left out or blamed 
should the peace process fail.’’ 
said one Cairo- based diplomat. 

The first public sign that Syria 
is willing to enter the peace talks 
came from a spokesman for 
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama, who visited Cairo last 
week. 

The spokesman, briefing re- 
porters, said Mubarak had told 
Nakayama that in contacts be- 
tween the two countries, Syria 
had shown some flexibility on the 


standing” after years of estrange- 
ment 

“We seek to develop meeting 
points on which we concur, such 
as — and this is my personal 
conclusion — both not desiring a 
foreign presence in the region.” 

Prince Sand said the two coun- 
tries needed to bolster relations 
Of good neighbourliness “for 
which we need to build mutual 
confidence." 

He said that a draft agreement 
for cooperation between Iran and 
the GCC was under continuous 
discussion, and included cultural, 
political and trade issues. 

The council’s foreign ministers 
concluded a meeting in Saudi 
Arabia earlier this week by ex- 
pressing their “keenness to find a 
common ground for constructive 
cooperation” with Iran. 

Iran is seeking to be involved in 
any future security arrangements 
for the Gulf, but its oil-rich Arab 
neighbours have so far shied 


to discuss the latest Israeli air 
attacks on South Lebanon. 

“I think the Security Council 
will meet but that will depend on 
the consultations being done by 
the president of the Security 
Council." Perez de Cuellar told a 
news conference in Abuja, Niger- 
ia's future capital. 

“1 hope the situation will calm 
down and that there will be no 
new attacks on Lebanon," Perez, 
attending a summit of the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity 
(OAU), said. 

In Beirut, Lebanon’s pro- 
Iranian Hizbollah group marked 
Tuesday's second anniversary of 
the death of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini with vows to attack 
Israel and the llnited States. 

Abbas Musawi, Hizbollah *s 
general secretary, told thousands 
of fundamentalists at the Iranian 
embassy in Beirut that Muslims 
should mark the occasion by 
moving against Washington — 
“the great Satan." 

’To face American and Israeli 
mobilisation, we are required to 
mass ail our capabilities and 
efforts," Musawi said to chants of 
“death to Israel, death to Amer- 
ica," from followers of Iran’s late 
revolutionary leader. 

“What I am telling you Mus- 
lims is that no matter bofc much 
America behaves arrogantly and 
Israel act tyranically, they will be 
broken when conformed by the 
determination of believers," the 
clergyman said. 

“God willing, the next few days 
will prove us right.” 

■ The independent Beirut news- 
paper An Nahar said on Tuesday 
that Syria and the PLO had 
reached an agreement in princi- 
ple on the status of Palestinian 
fighters in Lebanon and Middle 
East peace negotiations. 


Israel wants a peace conference 
to be aooe-of? affair, breaking 
down subsequently into bilateral 
talks with individual Arab states. 
Syria has called for a conference 
that can be reconvened periodi- 
cally. 

Yet on matters of substance, 
Israel and the Arabs remain far 
apart, with Israel refusing to 
budge from occupied territories 
and the Arab states saying if 
must trade land for peace. 

Moussa said there were still 
hurdles to the peace process. 

“There are still certain difficul- 
ties which will be discussed furth- 
er ... We believe the available 
time is short and we have to start 
the peace process according to 
U.N. resolutions and principles." 
be said. 


away from giving it an open role 
in regional security. 

Arab diplomats have said it is 
too early for Iran to be involved 
militarily in such arrangements, 
which in any case have yet to 
materialise. But they said Tehran 
might play an expanded political 
rofe in Gulf security. 

Velayati said earlier this year 
that his country sought a “six plus 
one" security arrangement in- 
volving the GCC states and Iran, 
but little has been heard of the 
proposal since. 

The Iranian official also said 
the Gulf war showed the council 
was “useless” in keeping peace in 
the Gulf area, adding, “the main 
reason for the failure was the 
absence of Iran.” 

The kingdom had ruptured re- 
lations in early 1988 following 
years of strained ties because of 
Tehran’s attempts to export its 
Islamic revolution to neighbour- 
ing states. 


PARIS (Agencies) — Israel has 
agreed to participation by the 
European Community in even- 
tual Middle East peace talks, 
Luxembourg's Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos said Wednesday. 

Poos, whose country currently 
bolds the ECs rotating presiden- 
cy, said Israel had agreed that the 
community would participate 
alongside the United States and 
Soviet Union if the peace confer- 
ence proposed by U.S. Secretary 
of Stare James A. Baker takes 
place. 

The announcement followed 
talks between EC officials and 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy. 

The EC “will be present at the 
conference table and in the work- 
ing groups." said Poos, noting 
that Baker's plan also called for 
direct dialogue between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours. 

Poos said Israel had agreed 
that the EC could send an envoy 
to the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to study 
possible aid for residents of those 
territories. Poos said Israel could 
depend on economic support 
from the EC once peace was 
established. 

On Tuesday. Levy had express- 
ed hope that a role for the EC 
could be arranged but reiterated 
Israel's opposition to participa- 
tion by the United Nations. He 


KUWAIT — Twelve-year-old 
Ahmed Sbeiba, a Kuwaiti-born 
Yemeni, trembled as he pleaded 
not guilty on Wednesday to 
charges of theft. 

He was the youngest to appear 
so far before martial courts set up 
by Kuwait to try about 200 people 
— mostly Iraqis or Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin — accused of 
collaboration with Iraq during its 
seven-month occupation of the 
emirate. 

“I never left home during the 
occupation." said Sheiba. on bis 
toes to peer up at the judge, who 


said the world body could be 
“advised” of any agreements la- 
ter. 

But Levy said, “we will speak 
in direct talks. Once we have 
readied an agreement on all bi- 
lateral points between Israel and 
the Arab nations, then we can 
surely advise the United Nations 
that we have succeeded in resolv- 
ing the problems and readied 
peace.” 

Levy said in a radio interview 
on Wednesday a regional Middle 
East peace conference might take 
place within weeks. 

Levy, visiting Paris , was asked 
by Radio France International if 
such a conference could take 
place in several weeks if Israel 
replied favourably to proposals 
about talks reported to have been 
forwarded to it by U.S. President 
George Bush. 

He replied: “I am sure that all 
sides know this is an historic 
occasion that must be seized and I 
believe the answer is yes. Perhaps 
within two, three or four weeks, I 
cannot say. but certainly soon. 
I’m sure of it.” 

Asked how the vexed issue of 
Palestinian representation could 
be solved. Levy said: “You are 
now entering into the kind of 
details that can endanger the 
current move towards the holding 
of this conference.” 

Levy gave no further details 
about the proposed conference. 


tried at length to make legal 
jargon understood by the boy. 

Sheiba’s mother, her body and 
face covered in a black abaya 
veil, interrupted the judge four 
times before she heeded a stem 
warning that she would be re- 
moved from the courtroom. 

“My son is very young, please 
let him go," she shouted. “He 
never did anything ’wrong.” 
Wearing a dirty white galabiya 
(robe), Sheiba said he did not 
know an 11-year-old boy being 
tried in absentia for aiding him in 
the theft from a fiat in a poor 
Kuwaiti district. 

The prosecution alleges that 
women’s clothes were stolen. 


ALGIERS (R) — President 
Chadli Benjedid declared a state 
of siege in Algeria on Wednes- 
day. sacking the government and 
putting off the country's first 
multi-pany general election after 
11 days of protests by Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

Tanks and soldiers took over 
the capital, Algiers, where police 
and fundamentalist strikers bat- 
tled the previous day. 

Sources close to the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), the main 
opposition group, said the party 
had told supporters to end pro- 
tests to avert further casualties 
“now that the dialogue is open.” 

They said a fundamentalist 
general strike — launched on 
May 25 to force changes in elec- 
tion rules and demand that Chad- 
li himself face the voters — might 
soon be called off. 

“Democracy has clearly been 
derailed, at least temporarily," 
said one Western diplomatic 
source. The parliamentary elec- 
tion had been planned for June 
27. 

The interior ministry said on 
Tuesday night that several peo- 
ple, including some policemen, 
had been killed and wounded in 
daytime violence. Western di- 
plomatic sources spoke of at least 
five dead. 

Hundreds of protesters and 
bystanders were taken to hospit- 
als suffering from tear gas fired 
by riot police to disperse fun- 
damentalists. 

The state of emergency was 
timed from midnight Tuesday 
when the army started moving in 


KUWAIT (R) — Opposition 
politicians, meeting in the protec- 
tion of a mosque, have warned 
Kuwait’s ruling family that they 
will continue to challenge its pow- 
er and press for early general 
elections. 

Spokesmen for the opposition 
movement said on Wednesday 
they planned to hold further such 
demonstrations in defiance of 
martial law but had yet to set a 
time and place. 

Ad estimated 500 pro- 
democracy activists met at the 
mosque on Tuesday night for 
prayers. It was their first gather- 
ing since the Gulf war and was 
held to back demands for a 
speedy return to democratic rule, 
immediate genera] elections and 
the restoration or parliament. 


OSLO (R) — Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev urged the 
West on Wednesday to support 
his perestroika reforms or squan- 
der a historic chance to secure 
long-term world peace. 

Gorbachev, delivering the tra- 
ditional lecture as winner of the 
1990 Nobel Peace Prize, also 
called for rapid agreement on a 
plan to buoy his economy with 
western help but made it plain he 
would accept no conditions im- 
posed by outsiders. 

“To me it is self-evident that if 
Soviet perestroika succeeds, 
there will be a real chance of 
building a new world order.” be 
told a gathering of Norway’s pub- 


Sheiba's father, an imam at a 
mosque, was not in court. 

Hie judge is looking into a case 
involving at least 40 people whose 
charges range from rape to theft 
and aiding Iraqi occupation 
forces. 

Sheiba, replying to a judge’s 

question, did not remember when 
he was arrested. Asked whether 
he realised where he was, he 
replied: "In court of course." 

“I never left home because my 
father was very worried about 
something happening to me and 
my brothers,” he said. 

Sheiba was released to his pa- 
rents* custody when his case was 
postponed. 


two hours before Chadli’s state- 
ment. 

Violence in Algiers alarmed 
neighbouring countries Tunisia 
and Morocco who have openly 

said they opposed Chadli’s lega- 
lisation of fundamentalist parties. 

It cast a shadow over a summit 
of the five-nation Maghreb com- 
munity due to be held on June 8 
and 9 in Libya to discuss the 
group's post-Gulf war stand, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and trade 
policies ahead of the European 
Community’s single market due 
in 1992. 

The army was reported to be 
deployed in strength in the cities 
of Oran, where tear gas was used 
on Tuesday for the first time, and 
Constantine, where a business- 
man said shooting was heard 
overnight. 

Most shops, banks, cates and 
offices in the capital were closed 
on Wednesday. 

Sadek Boussena, energy minis- 
ter ra the dismissed cabinet, said 
in Vienna that Algeria would 
keep pumping oil normally. 
Algeria has been producing 
800,000 barrels of oil a day. 

The fundamentalists took to 
the streets in thousands after 
their strike was dismissed in its 
early days as a failure. 

dashes grew in violence, cul- 
minating in the day of gunshots, 
tear gas and water cannon on 
Tuesday which persuaded Chadli 
to put off the poll. 

Chadli said a new government 
would be formed after talks with 
political parties. 


There were no speeches at the 
silent protest, which was banned 
under martial law provisions for- 
bidding political gatherings unless 
they are licensed. Tuesday night's 
was not. 

The turnout was small but 
Abdullah AI Nibari, bead of the 
Kuwait Democratic Forum 
(KDF). said: "I was encour- 
aged.” 

He told Reuters the opposition 
was planning “mass meetings” 
irrespective of martial law. be- 
cause “martial law is unconstitu- 
tional.” 

Western political analysts said 
the size of the gathering and its 
circumstances were a sign that the 
opposition was determined to 

(Continued on page 3) 


he figures in Oslo's ornate dry 
hall. 

“And if perestroika fails, the 
prospect of entering a new peace- 
ful period in history will vanish, 
at least for the foreseeable fu- 
ture.” 

The superpower relationship, 
he said, was espedaliy critical and 
any change in ties with Washing- 
ton “would have pave consequ- 
ences for the entire global pro- 
cess.” 

Gorbachev, looking relaxed 
despite being interrupted twice 
by anti-Soviet protesters, faces 
tough questions during his 22- 
hour stay in Norway 


Other defendants in Wednes- 
day’s case were mostly Jorda- 
nians, Palestinians, Iraqis and 
Egyptians. 

Palestinians have so far pro- 
vided the majority of defendants 
in collaboration cases, a fact they 
say is the result of a witch-hunt by 
Kuwaiti authorities and self- 
styled militiamen after the oust- 
ing of the Iraqis in February. 

The heaviest sentence handed 
down so far was a 15-year jail 
term to a young Iraqi man con- 
victed of sympathising with the 
occupiers. His chief offence was 
wearing a Saddam Hussein T- 
shirt in public. 


Syria, Egypt agree on urgent 
need for peace talks 


peace process. 

Saud Al Faisal in Tehran to 
discuss Gulf security, ties 


12-year-old Yemeni tried in Kuwait 

By Hamza Hendawi 
Reuter 


Kuwait opposition 
challenges emir 


Gorbachev urges West 
to support perestroika 
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Search goes on for survivors ©f 
Addis Ababa’s arms dump blast 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— Rescue workers and residents 
picked through the shattered, 
smoldering remains of a sprawl- 
ing slum Wednesday searching 
for victims and survivors of an 
ammunition dump explosion. 

At least five people were con- 
firmed killed and die death toll 
was expected to grow much high- 
er. A series of blasts shook the 
capital for nearly nine hours 
Tuesday after the ammunition 
dump was set off. No one has 
claimed responsibility for the in- 
cident. 

Abraham Malugata Eddo, 
secretary of Addis Ababa's Red 
Cross branch, confirmed five 
dead and said 184 people had 
been taken to hospitals. 

“Some people are talking ab- 
out other (casualty) figures, but 
ours are very specific,'' Abraham 
said. 


Dr. Tebebe Yemane Berehan, 
chairman of the Addis Ababa 
Red Cross, had noted Tuesday 
that 800 people were lulled in 
another ammunition dump explo- 
sion May 21 , a far higher toll than 
had been initially reported. 

Rescuers continued a house- 
by-house search of the Nefas Silk 
neighbourhood about 3 
kilometres south of the city's 
centre. Officials have said it could 
take days to establish the final toll 
of dead and wounded. 

The interim government of the 
Ethiopian People's Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
blamed saboteurs, without nam- 
ing a specific organisation. No 
one has claimed responsibility for 
the act. 

A French medical team arrived 
by plane with surgical equipment 
Wednesday morning, joining an 
Italian team already in Addis 


Ababa. 

As rescuers lifted collapsed 
roofs and broke through walls in 
their search for the living and 
dead, thousands of residents 
sifted through what remained of 
their homes to retrieve belong- 
ings. 

Tens of thousands of rounds of 
exploded and live bullets, rock- 
ets, grenades, and other ammuni- 
tion littered the two square- 
kilometre area of factories, light 
industrial plants, and tightly 
packed dwellings of wood, mud 
and sheet metal. 

Tuesday's explosion only 
added to the dire problems facing 
Ethiopia as it emerges from de- 
cades of civil war. 


United Nations Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
issued an urgent appeal Tuesday 
for international relief agencies to 


send food to Ethiopia and sur- 
rounding nations to avoid a “mas- 
sive human tragedy.” 

Representatives of the EPRDF 
met with leaders of the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF), which controls the coun- 
try's only ports. Tuesday to dis- 
cuss expediting food shipments. 

The Eritrean rebels had fought 
for independence for 30 years. 
Though they are cooperating with 
the new power in Addis Ababa, 
they continue to press for an 
independence referendum. 

The EPRDF moved into the 
capital last Tuesday after 16 years 
of fighting to unseat former Presi- 
dent Mengistu Haile Mariam. 

The capital, and much of 
Ethiopia's countryside, has been 
beset by unrest for weeks, much 
of it blamed on defecting soldiers 
of the former government and 
young, armed thugs. 


Afghan government claims 
recapture of northern town 


KABUL (R) — Military author- 
ities in the Afghan capital Kabul 
said Tuesday they bad reoccupied 
the northern town of Khaja Ghar 
and indicated that they had 
bought it back from local Mujahi- 
deen guerrillas. 

The defence minister. General 
Mohammad Aslam W a tan jar, 
said the town close to the Soviet 
border was retaken by govern- 
ment troops Monday with minim- 
al casualties. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the government’s 
claim, but Mujahideen sources in 
Pakistan said there had been 
clashes to the west of Khaja 
Ghar. 

At a news conference, Watan- 
jar sajd it was better to take a 
town using pieces of paper than 
warplanes. 

When pressed by reporters, he 
said there was some truth in 
reports that government repre- 
sentatives had bought out local 


rebel commanders with money. 

“This is not a holy war, it's 
more like trade. They are paid to 
fight, and we pay them not to,” 
said the general. 

Watanjar, considered hardliner 
in the coalition government 
of President NajibuTlah, said 
similar tactics had been used by 
Noor Ul-Haq Ulurni, governor of 
the southern city of Kandahar, to 
limit Mujahideen attacks. 

Guerrilla leaders have repe- 
atedly denied reports that the 
government regularly tries to boy 
off their local commanders, and it 
was a rare admission by the gov- 
ernment that it does so. 

Analysts said the government 
wanted to discredit die Mujahi- 
deen, and in particular forces 
loyal to the most successful rebel 
commander, Ahmad Shah 
Massoud, who captured Khaja 
Ghar, dose to the border of 
Kunduz and Takhar provinces, in 
the middle of last month. 


Hezbollah commemorates 
Khomeini’s death anniversary 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — Pro- 
Iranian fundamentalists com- 
memorated the second 
anniversary of the death of Ira- 
nian patriarch Ayatollah Rubol- 
lah Khomeini with vows to crush 
Israel and the United States with 
"our Khomeini fists." 

Thousands of bearded men and 
chador-clad women from the Ira- 
nian-backed Hezbollah, or party 
of God, attended a mass rally at 
an outdoor court at the Iranian 
embassy to mark the occasion. 

The surprise speaker — and 
star — at the late afternoon 
gathering was Khomeini's daugh- 
ter. Zahra. who said in a speech 
she had come to Lebanon to be 
with the “lovers of Khomeini." 

As a Hezbollah official pre- 
sented "Khomeini’s sweet fruit," 
the crowds chanted “our leader is 
Ruhollah, our party is Hez- 


bollah." 

The walls of the embassy were 
bedecked with black banners and 
huge posters depicting Khomeini 
entering the gates of paradise. 

1116 road leading to the embas- 
sy was dotted with black flags 
flying at half mast. 

One banner reading “We are 
all Khomeini's hung incongruous- 
ly over a colourful ice-cream 
advertisement, depicting pink 
panther holding a bowl of ice 
cream and saying, “Ummmmm 
... taste it." 

One of the speakers was the 
secretary general of Hezbollah, 
Abbas Musawi, who said 
Khomeini had succeeded in turn- 
ing Lebanon into “a strong base 
against the colonizer." 

"Our last step will be nothing 
less than winning over Israel and 
America," said Musawi. "The 


coming days, God willing, will 
see how right we are. 

"Your Khomeini fists will. God 
willing, crush the will of the 
enemies, Israel and America." he 
added. 

Hezbollah is believed to be an 
umbrella for militants who kid- 
naped most of the 13 Westerners 
missing in Lebanon — six Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two Germans 
and an Italian. 

The crowd responded with 
chants of “death to Israel, death 
to America." 

Lebanon is the only country 
beyond Iran where Khomeini’s 
brand of fundamentalism has 
taken root among most of the 
nation's Shi’ite Muslim sect. 

At the end of the two-hour 
rally, a Hezbollah official 
announced the opening of a new 
television station run by his party. 


Iraq to be asked to pay for 
destruction of its own weapons 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
members meet informally 
Wednesday to discuss a draft 
resolution that would make Iraq 
pay for the scrapping of its own 
weapons of mass destruction. 

It would also give the L?.N. an 
open-ended deadline to get rid of 
them. 


Diplomats said the draft, 
broadly approved by the five 
permanent members of the coun- 
cil, would also call for voluntary 
contributions from member states 
to pay for the daunting task of 
destroying ballistic missiles and 
removing nuclear and chemical 
weapons materials. 

The council later this week also 
plans to hold a closed informal 
meeting to review Iraq’s com- 
pliance with an April 3 resolution 


that set terms for a permanent 
ceasefire. 

A U-S. official said he ex- 
pected Iraq to be briefed after- 
wards on comments from indi- 
vidual members but that there 
would be no formal meeting or 
any change in the stringent trade 
embargo imposed after Iraq's in- 
vastonof Kuwait. 

Under the April 3 resolution 
sanctions and other measures 
against Iraq, such as the removal 
of its weapons, must be reviewed 
by the council every 60 days. 

Costs to destroy or remove 
Iraq's ballistic missiles, chemical 
and biological weapons and nuc- 
lear capacity are said to be be- 
tween S200 million and S800 mil- 
lion. The vast difference in esti- 
mates depends on what kind of a 
system is used to scrap the che- 
mical weapons. U.S. sources 


said. 

The new draft resolution, pre- 
viously discussed by the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain. 
France and China, permanent 
members of the council with veto 
power, wonld ask Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuehar 
to come up with a report within 
30 days on bow Iraq would make 
the payments. 


The original April 3 resolution 
also said the United Nations was 
to “render harmless" Iraq’s 
dangerous weapons by removing 
them or destroying them within 
45 days after the council 
approved a plan outlining how 
this was to be done. 

The new draft accepts the 
secretary general's May 17 plan 
but will make the 45-day deadline 
open-ended. 


Desert Storm parade looms as grandest since W W II 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
thunder of Desert Storm will 
echo upon the thronged avenues 
of the capital Saturday, as a 
mighty blur of air, naval and 
ground forces pass in review in 
the grandest celebration of milit- 
ary triumph since World War II. 

Eight thousand men and 
women who took part in the 
briefest of American wars will 
parade before t heir commander- 
in-chief and perhaps 1.5 million 
of their fellow citizens. And their 
field commander, Gen. H. Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf, will — as the 
ads say — "lead his troops one 
more time.” 

They will bring with them im- 
plements of their 42-day war in 
the Gulf: their Ml tanks, their 
rocket launchers and howitzers, 
their Cobra and Apache attack 
helicopters, their F-I5 strike 
Eagles, and the Patriot missile. 

For 12 minutes, 82 warplanes 
will streak through Washington's 


restricted skies. 

If the celebration lives up to 
advanced billing, it will be the 
holiday that President George 
Bush promised “they’ll never 
forget.” 

In this city of symbols, large 
outpourings to stir the patriotic 
heart or to challenge the national 
conscience are the norm. But 
none before has featured such an 
awesome display of fighting men 
and women and their machines. 
Sponsors claim it's the largest 
military parade since World War 

n. 


America has been on a celebra- 
tion binge. Saturday's parade is 
not the first and won’t be the last. 
Hollywood had one that was typi- 
cally Hollywood. Chicagoans had 
one and chanted “U-S- A." and 
New York will have one two days 
after Washington’s. 

That has sparked some rivalry. 
New York columnist Jimmy Bres- 


lin says Washington can't have 
the best parade because "the 
little town doesn't have New 
York, Broadway and Ticker 
Tape." 

"That’s obviously the brash- 
ness of New York speaking. We 
are a bit more elegant than that." 
says Hairy Walters, president of 
the Desert Storm Homecoming 
Foundation which is putting on 
the day-long round of activities in 
the capital. 

New York’s parade, he says, is 
a community parade, including 
all kinds of different groups. 
"Our parade is designed specifi- 
cally for only one group of peo- 
ple, those who served in the 
Persian Gulf and returned." 

Walters had 40 days to raise the 


$5.2 million for expenses and 
that, he said, was his biggest 
challenge. It was not the only 
one. 

The city didn’t want 60-tonne 
tanks on its streets. The Federal 
Aviation Administration worried 
about the prospect of 82 war 
planes swooshing over the mall, 
an area that normally is off limits 
for overflights. 

The challenges were met. At 
last count, Walters was only SI. 2 
million short of his goal. The 
money raised by the committee 
has come from individual and 
corporate donations. 

The marchers and their fami- 
lies are invited to a picnic for 
22,000, on the ellipse just south 
of the White House. Anv leftov- 


ers from the menu, to include 
20,000 hot dogs, 40,000 pieces of 
chicken and 50,000 ice creams, 
will be donated to shelters for the 
homeless. 

At night, there will be fire- 
works launched from the shores 
of the Potomac, with the 
Washington Monument a majes- 
tic pointer toward the rockets' 
glare. 

The day begins with a wreath 
laying by Bush at the tomb of 
unknowns at Arlington National 
Cemetery, just across the Poto- 
mac from the Lincoln Memorial. 
The 90-minute parade will move 
down Constitution Avenue, 
around the Lincoln Memorial, 
cross the memorial bridge and 
end at the Pentagon, also near 


the cemetery. 

Not everyone is enthralled with 
the celebration. 

“We have a big hole where a 
national sense of pinpose ought 
to be. This is filling that gap," 
said David Grade, peace educa- 
tion secretary for the American 
Friends Service Committee in 
Philadelphia. 


"A lot of folks feel the need to 
be proud of the country and feel 
the need to be engaged in some 
common purpose with their 
neighbours,” he said. “Instead of 
being offered a common purpose 
that's decent and enobling, peo- 
ple have been offered prepara- 
tions for war and celebrations of 


war. 



Group demands no Syrian presence in parade 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Flying a Syrian flag in the 
Desert Storm parade here this 
weekend will be an affront to 
the families of more than 500 
Americans allegedly killed by 
Syrian-backed groups, a coali- 
tion of protesters said 
Tuesday. 

But a parade official said the 
Syrian flag will fly. 

“It’s a done deal." said Sue 
Kennedy, spokeswoman for 
the Desert Storm Homecom- 
ing Foundation, which is orga- 
nising the Washington festivi- 
ties. "Syria fought with us in 
desert storm so their flag is 
flying in this parade." 

The families of flight 103- 
Lockerbie. several legislators 
and leaders from die American 
Jewish and Lebanese com- 
munities joined in asking para- 
de organisers to bar the flag 
from Saturday’s parade in 
Washington. 


“Why? Because Syria blows 
up planes, levels cities and 
bombs U.S. marine barracks," 
said Rabbi Avi Weiss, presi- 
dent of the Coalition for Jew- 
ish Concerns in New York. 
“Why? Because in the past 10 
years more Americans have 
been killed by Syria than any 
other country in the world, 
even Iraq." 


plans for Syrian diplomats to 
participate in New York’s Op- 
eration Desert Storm parade, 
set for June 10. Syrian repre- 
sentatives agreed last week to 


stay away. 


The group, which held a 
news conference across from 
the White House, argued that 
Syria continues to harbour the 
terrorist responsible for the 
1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 
103, which Jailed 259 Amer- 
icans over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land,. And they said Syria is 
responsible for the 1983 truck 
bombing of the U.S. marines 
barracks in Lebanon. A total 
of 241 servicemen died in that 
attack. 

The same group protested 


lut Kennedy said the two 
parades are not comparable. 
Washington's is being billed as 
a "military parade" and will 
feature the president and vice 
president, as well as tanks, 
rocket launchers and planes 
overhead. It is being paid for 
by a mix of private and public 
money. 


New York’s will be a wel- 
come-home ticker-tape celebra- 
tion for the troops, paid for 
with private money. 

Zuhair Imadi. spokesman 
for Syrian Ambassador Walid* 
A1 Moualem, blamed the up- 
roar on “the pro-Israeli lob- 
by,” and said Syria was “a very 
major part of Desert Storm. " 


"Eliminating the flag is not 
going to damage the reality 
that Syria followed its princi- 
ples'’ and joined the coalition 
against Iraq, Imadi said. “Syria 
is going to be renowned histor- 
ically for that fact." 

Sen. Alfonse d’ Amato 
pointed to the latest annual 
state department report on ter- 
rorism, which singles out Syria 
for “its atrocious record of 
support for international ter- 
rorism." And he cited another 
state department report on 
narcotics which says senior Sy- 
rian military officials are in- 
volved in the drug trade. 


“To have the Syrian flag — 
the emblem of a ruthless dicta- 
torship responsible for interna- 
tional terrorism, drug traffick- 
ing and human rights abuses — 
carried in the national victory 
parade is an absolute dis- 
grace," be said. 


Arab woman gives birth at 
Israeli army roadblock 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— A woman, from Ya’abad 
being driven to hospital to give, 
birth was stopped by Israeli 
soldiers for an hour at a roadb- 
lock outside Jenin and gave 
birth to a baby girl in the. back 
of a taxi by the roadside, 
according Co a doctor who filed 
a complaint about the incident. 

The incident began at 20 
p.m. May 15 when Moyassar 
Athanzna, 31, went into labor 
and developed high blood 
pressure. Her midwife feared 
she would have a breach birth 
and would need to be sent to 
hospital. 

Albanma’s husband and the 
midwife ordered a cab and 
accompanied her to Jenin Hos- 


tait were stopped atrtte 

roadblock outside the town by 
Xsrae£ : soldiers who refused 40 
let. the car pass, 1 ;- 
life arguments of . tile hus- 
band and thC midwife with foe 
soldiers tfontinued for 40' HU- 
notes until the fabor psins be- 
came so severe that the- mid- 
wife prepared Azhamna to give 

birth in the back seat of the 
car.' V — 


There was no cuxfetf in 
Jenin at the time. 

■- At 11:45 p.m. ■A thamna 
gave both to *32kBo.baby 
,girL The -birth was normal and 
both number -and .child, are 
healthy.— The Jerusalem 
Post. 


removed from 1LO 


GENEVA (R) — Kuwait will 
seek Iraq’s ouster from the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation 
(ILO) when the U.N. body holds 
its annual assembly starting 
Wednesday. 

But ILO Director-General 
Michel Hansenne said Tuesday 
die Kuwaiti bid stood little 
chance of success. 

“This is a veiy political move 
and the ILO, by tradition, does 
not like to get involved in poli- 
tics," he told reporters on the eve 
of the three-week gathering, an 
annual discussion of labour issues 
around the world. 

The Kuwaiti delegation has 
drafted a resolution seeking 
Iraq’s expulsion from the orga- 
nisation for kidnapping, torturing 
and killing thousands of workers 
and employers during its occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

“There is no precedent of a 
country being kicked out," said 
Hansenne, a Belgian national. 

South Africa left the organisa- 


tion in 1966 under pressure fron 
fellow members objecting to its 
racial segregation polities. Alba- 
nia polled out in 1967 at the 
height of hi self-imposed isola 
lion, bat rejoined last week. 


The Geneva-based ILO, which 
groups government, employer 
and worker representatives from 
149 nations, seeks to promote 
social justice by setting interna- 
tional labour standards and su- 
pervising their implementation. 

Hansenne said one of the main 
themes for discussion this year 
would be bow the ILO should 
deal with 300 million people 
working outside formally struck 
tured economies. 

“They belong to what is known 
as the informal sector. They are 
people plying their wares in the 
streets of large Third World cities 
and who are seen by some as 
providers of employment and in- 
comes and by others as a sector 
escaping regulation," he said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Anti-cancer drug named ‘S' for Saddam 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — An anti-cancer drag named "S” for 
President Saddam Hussein has been discovered by Iraqi medical 
researchers to treat brain and neck tumors, tike official Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reported Tuesday. Tbe drug has been named for 
the Iraqi president “in appreciation of his patronage of the' 
sciences, research and discoveries." said the agency, monitored in 
Nicosia. No details of tbe drug were, disclosed cxoepLtbat it is a- 
compound that fights certain types, of cancer by stimulating the 
body’s immune system. INA quofed Dr. Mahmoud Hayyawi 
Hammash, head of tbe research team of medical scientists and 
biologists, as saying the drug had successfully treated cancer of 
die brain and neck following clinical tests and experiments. The 
drug is not related to any other anti-cancer research, INA quoted 
Hammash, director of the Saddam Medical Center in Baghdad, as 
saying, be said the drag wonld soon be available cheaply in Iraq. 
At a news conference, Hammash showed slides and a 
documentary film of the treatment showing receding brain and 
neck tumors, INA reported. Brain and neck tumors are the third 
most widespread types of canon in Iraq after tongue and throat 
cancer Hammash was quoted as saying. 


Arab League chief arrives in Qatar 


MANAMA, BAHRAIN (R) — Arab League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid, continuing his bid to patch up Arab 
differences caused by the Gulf crisis, arrived in Qatar from Saudi 
Arabia Wednesday. The Gulf News Agency said newly appointed 
Abdul Meguid, the former Egyptian foreign minister, would hold 
talks with Qatari officials on ways of "clearing the Arab 
atmosphere" clouded by Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and the 
six-week Gulf war. Abdul Meguid visited Saudi Arabia Monday 
for talks with foreign ministers of tbe six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) who met in A1 Khnbar on post-war security. He 
paid a brief visit to Bahrain Tuesday before returning to Saudi 
Arabia. 


Kuwait oil smoke equal to pack-a-day smoking 


LONDON (R) — Breathing tbe air in Kuwait, polluted by 
hundreds of burning oil wells, is equivalent to smoking a pack erf 
cigarettes a day. a British junior defence minister told parliament 
Tueday. Archie Hamilton said any cancer-causing effects of tbe 
smoke were likely to be felt only through long-term exposure. 
“The effects in the short term are not reckoned to be any worse 
on our people in Kuwait than somebody who is smoking 20 
cigarettes a day or somebody who is suffering from passive 
smoking,’’ Hamilton said in response to a question. Opposition 
Labour Party member Tam DalyeU said black spots had been 
found in the lungs of sheep in Kuwait and suggested British 
military personnel and civilians were in dire risk of cancer. But 
Hamilton said it was no worse than mining or living in London 
before its smog crisis was solved in the 1950s. 
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OMdoate to fresh. In Aqaba, winds 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 18/30 

Aqaba 24/37 

Deserts 16 / 33 

Jordan Valley 21/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32. Aqaba 39. Humidity tevSnp: 
Amman 33 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan A! Zughoul 898140 

Dr. Mufeed Toanous 884480 

Dr. Ahmad Al Daqeo 676473 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfouz 793344 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalazn pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

S hrn e n am pharmacy 637660 


nun* 

Dr. Ali Sammau ( — ) 

AJ Shared' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Afcran Haddad ( — ) 

KhaDfefa pharmacy 965417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Contra] Centre 637111 

Ovfl Defence Department...... 661111 

Gvil Defence hnmcdaie 

Rescue 630341 

CSvfl Defence E m ergency 199 

Rescue FoSoe 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .... 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Compiaifitt 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 787111 


Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Caflr 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

R*pws 623101 

Abdati Telephon e Repairs 66 H01 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680)00 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Ekecric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
Afcifc* Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

P a lesti ne. Shmckani 664171/4 

Shmc is Hi i i Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — ... 845845 

At-Muraber Hospital 667227/9 

The Mamie, Abdafi 666127/37 


AJ-AbE, AbdaG 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-MBhajreeo 777101/3 

AJ-Beshir, J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IboStata Hospital (09)966732 

OtBQfc 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek CatfaoBc Hospital (02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hays Hospital.... (03)3141 1 J 

MARKET PRICES 


Upper/ h nrer price hi fib per kg. 

Apple 700/600 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukanunar) 450 r 400 

Beam 850 1 750 

Chbbage 120/ 80 

Cfcmtt 250/200 

Gmfifiower 200/150 

Cncumben (huge) 120/ 80 


Cucumbers (snaO) 240/ 180 

Eggplant 350 / 250 

Garik 500 / 400 

Lemon 360 / 300 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 120/ 80 

Marrow (small) 240/180 

Oruotjfdry) 200/150 

Orange 350 / 300 

Pepper (hot) - 280 / 220 

Pepper (sweet) 300 / 250 

Pot a to 300 / 250 

Radish 150/100 

Sage 450/350 

Sweet melon 280/240 

Tomatoes 230/180 

Watermelon 270/220 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) odbmatioa depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (0S)S3200-S. w here it 
should always be vended. 
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King Hussein to patronise 
Army Day celebrations 




AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein will patronise a 
celebration, to be held at Al 
Hussein Youth City on June 11, 
to mark Army Day and the Great 
Arab Revolt anniversary. 

Youth dubs, scouts and girl 
guides movements and various 
sports and youth centres as 
well as popular sectors, the Peo- 
ple's Army and students from 
community college from around 
the Kingdom will take pan in the 
celebration which will be orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Culture 
and Youth, according to Eid Al 
Fayez, the ministry's secretary 
general. 

Mr. Fayez told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 




June 11 celebration would mark 
the end of this year's celebrations 
and ceremonies, held in different 
parts of the Kingdom, in com- 
memoration of the country's in- 
dependence anniversary. 

Over the past week, the Minis- 
try of Youth in cooperation with 
a " number of other concerned 
government departments have 
held seminars, book, traditional 
costume, handicraft and paintings 
exhibitions around the country to 
mark the occasion. 

Mr. Fayez said that the minis- 
try had made all arrangements for 
the June 11 celebration which is 
to be attended by prominent pub- 
lic figures and representatives of 
various organisations. 
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Housing units to help 
settle Gulf returnees 


Jordan Society for the Control of Fjiwruiunent 
Pollution President Ahmad Obeidai (centre) 


Wednesday chairs a meeting discussing climate 
changes in the world (Petra photo) 


First pilgrims 
leave for Mecca 
Thursday 


Seminar tackles protection of 
environment from pollution 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan will 
Thursday send off the first batch 
of Muslims performing this year's 
pilgrimage in Mecca, with a spe- 
cial ceremony to be held at the 
Amman Fair Centre under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
-. Crown Prince Hassan. 

The ceremony for the Palesti- 
nian pilgrims who are making the 
trip by land through Jordan has 
been organised by the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs with 
the purpose of providing the pil- 
grims with religious guidance for 
the pilgrimage (Haj) which ends 
by June 22 with the celebration of 
Eid Al Adha (feast of sacrifice). 

According to the ministry 
announcement, there will be 
another ceremony, to be held 
under Prince Hassan’s patronage 
- on Saturday, to see off pilgrims 
from Jordan. 

The ministry's Secretary 
General Ahmad Hilayel said in a 
statement at the end of May that 
only 6,000 Muslims from Jordan, 
the West Bank and Gaza, and 
lands occupied in 1948 had reg- 
istered to perform the pilgrimage 


this year, down from 13.000 last 
year. 

The traditional Haj route for 
Palestinians has been through 
Jordan which administers reli- 
gious affairs m the occupied terri- 
tories. 

i 

Saudi Arabia last week said 
that Palestinian pilgrims should 
make the trip through Egypt, 
thus creating a problem that was 
later settled through contacts be- 
tween the concerned ministries in 
Egypt Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 

The decline in the number of 
Muslims performing the Haj this 
year was attributed to the current 
economic situation in the King- 
dom and in Palestine and to 
tension caused by the Gulf war 
and its consequences on the Arab 
World. 

Dr. Hilayel, who made a trip to 
Saudi Arabia earlier last month 
to discuss matters related to the 
pilgrims, said be had signed an 
agreement with the Saudi author- 
ities that would ensure very good 
treatment of the Jordanian pil- 
grims. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — > A one-day 
symposium on climatic change in 
the world was held Wednesday at 
the Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
in Amman as pan of Jordan's 
observance of the International 
Environment Day. 

The activity, organised by the 
Jordan Society for the Control of 
Environment Pollution in coop- 
eration with the Friedrich 
Na umann Foundation of Ger- 
many, focused attention on the 
need for all individuals as well as 
organisations in Jordan to 
cooperate in a drive to protect the 
earth's atmosphere and safeguard 
the environment. 

The society president, Ahmad 
Obeidat, said that his group was 
working to safeguard the fixture 
for the coming generation. He 
said that those who caused pollu- 
tion should be held responsible 
for their action and forced to pay , 
the price of cleaning up the mess. 

Mr. Obeidat voiced apprecia- 
tion to the Friedrich Naumann 


Foundation for its efforts in help- 
ing Jordan deal with the protec- 
tion of the environment. 

Anis Muasher. president of the 
Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) said that 
protecting the environment was a 
national and international re- 
sponsibility. “It is horrifying to 
learn that half of the forests on 
the globe and one million of 
living species as well as one third 
of the arable land on earth would- 
be lost by the end of the present 
century." said Mr. Muasher. 

Head of the Department of 
Environment at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Sufian Al Tal 
warned of the continued process 
of heating up the earth's atmos- 
phere and said this would have 
serious consequences on the 
world climate and the displace- 
ment of 120 million people living 
on the shores, due to the rise of 
the sea level. 

Such development, Mr. Tal 


said, would affect people living in 
Jakarta. Bombay. Karachi. 
Lagos, Rio de Janeiro. Venice. 
Miami and Roterdam. 

The society and the German 
foundation issued a statement on 
the anniversary noting that as the 
world is filling the environment 
with various kinds of pollutants 
and exhausting its resources, cli- 
mate change gradually starts to 
appear. 

It said that the increase of 
carbon dioxide concentration and 
other pollutants had led to the 
“greenhouse effect” and that 
heat which reaches earth from the 
sun is mostly absorbed by pollu- 
tants and kept near the earth. It 
estimated that by the end of this 
century the earth crust tempera- 
ture would rise within a range of 
2-3 degrees centigrade. 

The statement said that the 
world has to make quick and 
effective moves to reduce the 
pollutants responsible for the in- 
crease in temperature. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Wednesday announced 
plans to help settle Jordanian 
expatriates who have returned 
from Kuwait and other Gulf 
countries during and after the 
Gulf crisis and is using money 
from a special crisis fund to fi- 
nance housing projects benefit- 
ting the returnees. 

The announcement was made 
by Housing Corporation Director 
Yousef Hiyasat who said diar an 
initial amount of JD 4 million had 
been allocated to build homes for 
the displaced returnees. 

''Hie Housing Corporation has 
now finalised plans and studies to 
set up a number of housing 
estates to meet the need of the 
returnees and work will soon 
begin on their implementation." 
Hiyasat noted. 

He said that one of the housing 
estates would be located at Mar- 
ka where 275 units, at the cosr of 
JD 3 million, will be set up. Work 
on this estate, he said, will begin 
in the coming two months. 

This housing estate comprises 
three types of units of 110. 89 and 
85 square metres in area, and the 
total area of the units will be 
around 27.000 square metres. 
Mr. Hiyasat pointed out. 

He said that once work had 
been completed, the corporation 
would publish the names of the 
beneficiaries who have already 
requested the homes. 


Mr. Hiyasat. who is also acting 
director of the Urban Develop- 
ment Department (UDD) said 
that the UDD would carry out 
the building of two housing 
estates, one at Ruseifa. north of 
Amman, where 50 units will be 
set up on separate plots of land at 
the cost of JD 1.1 million. Work 
on the project is expected to be 
completed by the middle of next 
year, Mr. Hiyasat added. 

The second project. Mr. 
Hiyasat said, entailed preparing 
plots of land for the returnees to 
buy and set up homes benefiting 
from a special arrangement for 
payment to the UDD. 

He said the project would be 
carried out on 210 dunums which 
would be purchased and prepared 
for the housing units at the cost of 
JD 4.5 million. He added that 
work on the project was expected 
to be completed bv the end of 
1992. 

The Housing Corporation and 
the UDD had earlier announced 
that they received requests from 
returnees wishing to acquire 
homes in Amman, Irbid, Mafraq, 
Jerash, Ajlou, Sahab, Almanara 
and Queismeh. 

From the foreign aid it received 
in the wake of the Gulf war, the 
Jordanian government had allo- 
cated JD 120 million as a crisis 
fund, separate from the 1991 
budget, to help repair damage to 
Jordan's various sectors. The 


allocation for the housing estate 
was part of this crisis fund, the 

announcement said. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh announced in March that a 
total of JD 28 million had been 
allocated to help find new- export 
markets, finance industrial and 
agricultural projects and boost 
tourism. 

These funds, he said, would 
also be spent on widening the 
country’s infrastructure to enable 
it to absorb some 300.000 Jorda- 
nians who fled Kuwait and other 
Gulf states during the crisis. 

According to Mr. Jardaneh. 
the Kingdom by the end of March 
had received JD 316 million, 
more chan half of it in grants, 
from the European Community 
nations and Japan. 

According to Housing Cor- 
poration officials, a total of 
14.913 housing units have been 
set up in Jordan from 1969 until 
the end of 1990. through 81 pro- 
jects. 

They said that in accordance 
with a national housing strategy, 
adopted by the corporation in 
1989. beneficiaries, mostly low- 
income groups, are allowed to 
repay the loans with low interest 
rates over a period of 3(1 years. 

The officials said that the cor- 
poration planned to build 2,100 
housing units each ear in order to 
help the Kingdom cope with the 
growing demand for housing. 


Jordanian writers honoured 


7 killed in last week of May 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 
seven citzens were killed and 153 
others injured in 353 road acci- 
dents in Jordan in the last week of 
May 1991, according to a state- 
ment by the Public Security De- 


partment (PSD) Wednesday. 
The statement noted that the 


238 were in the capital while the 
rest occurred in Zarqa. Aqaba. 


Closure of factories adversely 
affects economy — Abu Hassan 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Owners and rep- 
resentatives of factories closed 
down by the government for 
allegely violating health safety 
regulations, Wednesday con- 
vened to review the latest de- 
velopments concerning the do- 
sure of their factories. 

During the meeting, Khal- 
doun Abu Hassan, president of 
the Jordan Chamber of Indus- 
try, said that he, along with 
other factory owners, met with 
officials from various minis- 
tries to discuss the situation. 
“We met with representatives 
from the Trade and Industry 
Ministry, Health Ministry, 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Ministry, 
and Water and Irrigation 
Ministry,” Mr. Abu Hassan 
said. "We were then told to 
meet with the owners of the 
factories in order to draw up 
some kind of a plan,” he 
added. . . 

Mr. Abu Hassan suggested 
that the main issue to tackle at 
this stage is to allow the 
finished products at the factor- 
ies leave the premises for con- 
sumption. and to permit the 
nnlrwdmg of raw material from 
trucks awaiting outside the fac- 
tory. 

Participants at the meeting, 
which was held at the Jordan 
Chamber of Industry, voiced 
concern over the closure of 
their factories, saying that it 
was “unfair, and irresponsi- 
ble." 

“I received a sudden order 
to dose down my factory, 1 ’ 
Rimond Halteh, president of 


the Jordan Yeast Company 
said. “My factory has never 
violated any law,” he added. 

According to Mr. Halteh, 
the Jordan Yeast Company 
bad signed in the early 80s an 
agreement with the National 
Planning Council in order to 
use the factory's excess water 
to irrigate woods around the 
factory. “This water, upon 
agreement by more than one 
official party, is used to irrigate 
woods around the factory 
area,” he said. 

Mr. Halteh explained that 
when they (government repre- 
sentatives) came to test his 
water it hailed the test. "What 
they don’t understand is that 
although it failed the test this 
water, upon the agreement / 
have with official parties, is not 
used for anything but irrigating 
the woods,” he said. “So I can 
say that the water foiled the 
test, but it conformed with the 
agreement,” he added. 

The closure of the yeast fac- 
tory will cause a shortage in 
bread supplies in the next few 
days, Mr. Halteh said. “The- 
Mimstry of Supply has been 
contacting me all morning to 
release some yeast to the mar- 
ket, and l told them 1 could not 
do so because my factory was 
shut down,” he said. 

Mohammad Awad Allah, 
president of the Jordan Indust- 
rial and Match Company, said 
that Ms company consumed 
less than one cubic metre of 
water a day, and that this water 
was evaporated at the end of 
every working day. "Although 
they (the government) knew 
that they still shut us down," 
he said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings arc compiled fom monthly buHeans^Jd 
the daily Arabic press- Readers are advised to verify the hsted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 


of etchings, lethographs and moaoprints, by 



Nicola Kawar, president of 
the United Factories Company 
in Zarqa, suggested setting up 
a common waste water treat- 
ment unit, to be financed by 
factories, and used collectively 
by them. 

At the end of the meeting 
Mr. Abu Hassan suggested 
forming a committee to draw 
up a memorandum, to be re- 
viewed by a legal party, and 
submitted at a later date to the 
prime minister. 

Commenting on the closure. 
Mamdouh Abu Hassan. presi- 
dent of the Jordan Business- 
men Association, said that this 
action had cost the country 
millions of dinars in lost in- 
come, which, in turn, would 
adversely affect the national 
economy in general and the 
industrial sector in particular. 

The closure, Mr. Abu Has- 
san said, will no doubt affect 
the process of exports to fore- 
ign markets and can by no 
means end the pollution prob- 
lem in the Zarqa River basin 

The closure came at a time 
when the private and public 
sectors were trying to join 
forces to bolster the national 
economy in the aftermath of 
the greet damage sustained by 
the Golf crisis and the war that 
followed. 

Abu Hassan also noted that 
the closure of the factories 
places serious responsibility on 
the authorities who ordered it. 
He also stressed on the need to 
study the case of each factory 
separately, because, according 
to him, each factory causes a 
different, land of pollution that 
requires a different form of 
treatment 


Kuwait 

opposition 

(Contianed from page J) 

continue to be active and vocal, 
despite official disapproval. 

The government -controlled Al 
Fajr Al Jadid (New Dawn), the 
only functioning newspaper in 
Kuwait, attacked die activists in a 
thinly disguised editorial on 
Wednesday. 

It referred to people “sleeping 
on comfortable Western cushions 
waking up to the sound of dreamy 
music and rumour-mongering” in 
a vigorous defence of a national 
council recalled by the emir as a 
stopgap before elections to a new 
assembly in October next year. 


figure was less by 76 compared to Balqa. Irbid, Karak, Maan. Maf- 
the previous week, and the in- raq, Tafileh and Madaba dis- 
jured people were less by 15. tricts. 

It noted that of these accidents. 


Deputies, 

Iraqi 

president 
review 
Arab issues 




AMMAN (Petra) — Two writers 
from Jordan, Hania Jarallah and 
Ahmad Soufan. were among 22 
Arab writers receiving awards at 
the eighth Arab ministers of cul- 
ture conference which was con- 
cluded in Cairo. Monday, accord- 
ing to an announcement by Dr. 
Khaled Karaki. minister of cul- 
ture and youth, upon his return 
here from Cairo. 

He said Mrs. Jarallah and Mr. 
Soufan would share the award 
with a Syrian writer. They all had 
writings dealing with children’s 
culture and education. 

The conference’s main theme 
was Arab children’s culture and 
education, and the participants 
discussed a number of papers 


dealing with this topic, said the 
minister. 

The conference issued a state- 
ment pledging that the partici- 
pants would remain determined 
to maintain cooperation in en- 
riching the literature pertaining 
to the Arab children's culture and 
education, a process considered 
as a national duty to promote 
children’s knowledge in all fields. 

The minister said that the parti- 
cipants had pledged to exchange 
expertise and draw up joint 
plans for the attainment of the 
conference’s aspirations. 

Mr. Karaki said that the three- 
day conference had revised prog- 
ress in the implementation of the 
seventh meeting's resolutions and 


recommendations. 

The Ministry of Culture and 
Youth in Jordan. Mr. Karaki 
said, will streamline its activities 
to run in harmony with the re- 
commendations and will go all it 
can to promote children’s culture 
and education. 

Mr. Karaki said that the con- 
ference had discussed recom- 
mendations by a special commit- 
tee which presented a report re- 
volving basically around chil- 
dren’s cultural identity, literature 
for educating the Arab children 
and special creative skills among 
children. 

He said that Lebanon bad re- 
quested that the next conference 
be held in Beirut in 1993, 






Abdul Latif Arabiyat 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — A Jorda- 
nian parliamentary delegation led 
by Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat was received here 
Wednesday by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein who voiced his 
country's appreciation of Jor- 
dan's continued support to Iraq. 

Dr. Arabiyat reviewed with the 
president current Arab affairs 
and relations between Jordan and 
Iraq. 

The meeting was preceded by 
another one with Iraqi Prime 
Minister Saadoun Hammadi. 

Dr. Arabiyat and his team ear- 
lier met with Saadi Mahdi Saleh, 
speaker of the Iraqi People’s 
Assembly, and heard from him 
details about the Iraqi-Kurdish 
agreement, which, he said, would 
put an end to various problems in 
the north. 

In the talks between the two 
sides, topics like means for res- 
toring solidarity among Arab 
states and efforts to lift the eco- 
nomic embargo on Iraq were 
discussed. 

Earlier Dr. Arabiyat and his 
team had visited a memorial for 
the unknown soldier and laid a 
wreath in respect for those who 
fell in the U.S.-led aggression on 
Iraq. 
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Arabs want 


genuine change 


ONLY days after U.S. Secretary of Defence Richard Cheney 
concluded his fe» lk « with Israeli officials to cement the 
strategic and security agreements between their countries, 
Israeli warplanes pounded Palestinian bases in Sooth 
Lebanon killing scores and injuring many more, including 
many children. In what has been described as the fiercest 
nt fjifkg since the invasion of Lebanon in 15182, bases of 
several factions of the PLO were hammered in waves 
involving squads of warplanes that conducted no less than 
18 sorties. This latest Hexing of Israeli military power, 
coming as it does in the middle of a serious search for a 
viable peace process to resolve the Arab- Israeli conflict, not 
only appears intended at snubbing U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's peace initiative and aborting the early 
modest successes that it had enjoyed but also to undermine 
the recent Syrian-Lebanese cooperation and friendship 
treaty that promised to end the civil strife there. The 
aggressive Israeli actions come also amidst the call for the 
construction of confidence building measures between the 
antagonists in the Middle East. 

The question that looms in the horizon is whether Tel 
Aviv is reverting to its old tactics that aim to heat np the 
military situation in the area every time there is semblance 
of a peace movement that appears to have promise. What 
better way to stunt the embryonic peace process than to 
attack one or two of the principal parties and put in place 
the psychology of war instead of the psychology of peace and 
stability. By engaging the Palestinians, the Syrians and the 
Lebanese in an escalating armed conflict Israel is simply 
setting the stage for a broader military confrontation in the 
region rather than for a peace parley. As a matter of fact, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir is poised to reject the 
appeal of U.S. President George Bush for flexibility on the 
terms and conditions of the projected peace conference. 
Sources in Shamir’s office told the Jerusalem Post Tuesday 
that the issues related to the U.N. involvement and the EC 
role “are critical*’ for Israel and that Shamir is not about to 
budge on them. 

What all this boils down to is that Israel is better prepared 
to wage war than to seek for peace. Given the U.S. muted 
reaction to the heavy bombardment of southern Lebanon 
and the near silence of the other powers In the U.N. Security 
Council, Tel Aviv can be expected to feel encouraged by Its 
latest language of death and destruction that it is using 
against the Arab side. U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler was quoted as having said that “whenev- 
er this happens (the Israeli air raids), we have always 
spoken out and said that we would like to see this tragic 
cycle of violence end.” “Our policy,” she con tinned, “has 
not changed today.” What the Arab parties would like to 
see is indeed a definitive change in the U.S. policy vis-a-vis 
such Israeli attacks rather than the continuation of the old 
policies that only encouraged Tel Aviv to posh harder and 
harder against its Arab neighbours. Meanwhile, the quest 
for a lasting peace and security in the region gets bogged 
down and stymied more than ever. Had Washington and its 
allies spoken more forcefully against this new cycle of 
violence perpetrated by Israel, it would have given more 
credence to its protestations that it is seriously and earnestly 
brokering a just and permanent peace. Having opted to 
keep such a low profile, its signal to the Arab parties can be 
anything but positive. 


NTAR 


ALL three Jordanian Arabic dailies Wednesday tackled Israel's 
latest air raids on Palestinian and Lebanese positions in southern 
Lebanon resulting in the death of innocent people. A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily for its part said not a single western capital will raise its voice 
in protest against such atrocity and the U.N. Security Council 
would not issue any resolution that would put an end to such 
criminal actions. As some countries of the world busy themselves 
with the Middle East question and try to find a just settlement to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict and the Palestine problem, the Israelis 
display their insistence on pursuing acts of terrorism and acts of 
aggression, openly defying (he world community in general and 
the Arabs in particular, said A1 Ra’i. The women and children 
and the school children slain in the Israeli raid on Lebanon 
Tuesday and Monday were sacrificed in order to please the 
Zionists and their backers in Washington, London, Rome, Paris, 
Moscow and Peking, said the paper. The daily noted that there 
can be no such thing as international legitimacy if it is applied on 
one country and not all countries on equal footing; and if backing 
Israel’s aggressions on the Arabs is part of the international 
legitimacy then it should rather be called "racist legitimacy'' 
because it openly supports the aggressor against the victim and 
encourages the Zionists to continue their defiance of the world 
community and its resolutions, the paper noted. The air raid on 
Lebanon, the paper concluded, was a message to the United 
Nations and its secretary general who still claim to be searching 
for a settlement to the 1967 Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic daily said that the air raid on Lebanon 
bears a dear sign that the Israelis have drawn up plans and plots in 
order to launch a new aggression so as to create new realities and 
new situations in the Arab region with which to keep the world 
public opinion busy and diverted from the real chronic problems. 
Describing the raid as brutal and barbaric, the paper said that 
Israel could be provoking Syria to draw it into a conflict and at the 
same time disposing of Palestinian resistance positions in southern 
Lebanon lest they would serve as a springboard for future attacks 
on the Israeli military. The paper pointed out that since Syria and 
Lebanon reached a “brotherly treaty” in the past month, the 
Israelis have been frying to find an excuse to disrupt it and to 
upset the governments in Beirut and Damascus. 


U.S. tribunal charges Bush with war crimes 


By Joe Lauria 


The following article is reprinted 
from The Guardian , a New York- 
based radical news weekly. 


THE image on the screen seemed 
to be evidence enough that 
Washington committed war 
crimes in the Gulf. Three Iraqi 
children in a dingy Baghdad hos- 
pital: a little girl by the bed of two 
survivors of the air raid shelter 
gutted in February by U.S. 
bombs; a crying, bandaged girl of 
about three; an infant with a 
distorted, almost melted face. 
Their shocked and confused eyes 
stared out at the camera. 

The handful of people who 
remained to the end of a daylong 
New York City meeting on 
alleged U.S. war crimes were 
visibly shaken. "We must ensure 
that this will never again be 
perpetrated in our name.” said 
Karen Talbot, director of the San 
Francisco-based International 
Centre for Peace and Justice, 
who chaired the final panel in the 
May 11 session. 

Nearly 800 people gathered 
May 11 for the first hearing by a 
Commission of Inquiry set up to 
organise an International War 
Crimes Tribunal. The tribunal is 
tentatively scheduled for Febru- 
ary. possibly in The Hague, the 
Dutch city that is the site of the 
World Court. That will be the 
culmination of hearings due in 
some 35 U.S. cities and more 
than 20 other countries. 

The Commission of Inquiry 
was organised by the National 
Coalition to Stop U.S. Interven- 
tion in the Middle East, one of 
two umbrella organisations that 
coordinated nationwide protests 
against the Gulf war. 

(The other, the National Cam- 
paign for Peace in the Middle 
East, recently closed its national 
office in New York). 

The video of the Iraqi children, 
which drew such a strong emo- 
tional response, was produced by 
the American Network for Ser- 
vice and Relief in coordination 
with the Muslim Public Affaiis 


Council. It was one of several 
films that complemented evi- 
dence against Washington 
offered by nearly two dozen 
speakers on six panels. 

After a standing ovation, for- 
mer U.S. Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark, who convened the 
commission of inquiry, declared 
that “governments that wage 
wars of conquest against others 
(must be) accountable to the peo- 
ple for their conduct.” If the 
people had risen up throughout 
history to stop governments, the 
continuing tragedies of war might 
have been averted, he argued. 

"Now we see new threats to 
life, the use of technology against 
life," said Gark. “It is absolutely 
imperative that the peoples of 
this planet hold accountable the 
great powers... who destroyed 
Iraq ■ and threaten every poor 
nation today. 

"For this reason." he added, 
“these commission bearings, in 
one of the largest criminal inves- 
tigations in history, will examine 
a single complaint, charging (the 
Bush administration) and others 
to be named later with crimes 


Gark noted that Bush had 
proclaimed on Jan. 9 in effect 
that he “had... power to engage 
in a war without talking to any- 
body. What military dictator in 
history ever claimed greater pow- 
er than that?” 

The commission of inquiry is 
also probing the economic and 
social effects of the war worl- 
dwide. 

Former Centre for Constitu- 
tional Rights Director Michael 
Ratner, who represented several 
members of Congress in a court 
challenge to the constitutionality 
of the war, outlined the legal 
basis for the war crimes charges. 
Ratner explained the two broad 
categories of such charges: crimes 
against peace and crimes against 
humanity. 

The first of these is the “plan- 
ning, preparation or initiation of 
a war of aggression” as well as 
blocking peace efforts, said Rat- 
ner. He pointed to the U.N. 
Charter, which requires all mem- 
bers to “settle their international 


planned as far back as 1989 to 
move against Iraq, and that the 
CIA directed Kuwait to provoke 
Baghdad by violating .OPEC 
agreements, stealing Iraqi oil re- 
serves and breaking off border 
talks. The complaint also alleges 
that in July 1990 Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf ran computerised 
war games against mock Iraqi 
armoured divisions. 

On crimes against humanity, 
Ratner said the U.S. violated The 
Hague and Geneva conventions, 
which say civilian populations, 
non-combatant soldiers and civi- . 
lian infrastructures are off-limits 
and an army's force cannot ex- 
ceed its military objectives. He 
noted that international viola- 
tions constitute “grave breaches” 
of law, for which “Nazis and 
Japanese hung.” 


the tribunal. . „ 

Several speakers, raduuing 
Paul Walker, director of the insti- 
tute for Peace and International 
Security, pointed out the “myth 
of surgical bombing," as well as 
Washington’s use of illegal 

c . vin-h 


Hidden protests 


The Egyptian Commission of 
Inquiry was represented in New 


against peace, war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and other cri- 
minal acts.” 

The White House and the Pen- 
tagon rejected an invitation from 
the commission to defend them- 
selves at the hearing. 


‘The U.S. and its leaders have committed interna- 
tional crimes. Although we cannot bring them to 
justice, we can reveal their criminal conduct with 
the hope that it can be repudiated.” 


Scathing indictment 

Gark said 19 detailed charges 
had been established. They In- 
clude: provoking Iraq into war in 
order to destroy it; preventing 
peace talks; deliberately des- 
troying civilian infrastructure; in- 
tentionally bombing civilians; 
killing fleeing or surrendering 
Iraqi soldiers; using prohibited 
weapons to inflict unnecessary 
suffering; attacking nuclear sites, 
chemical plants and dams: cor- 
rupting the United Nations; 
usurping the U.S. Congress' right 
to declare war; destroying die 
environment; inciting a civil war; 
depriving Iraqi civilians of essen- 
tials for survival and attacking 
after the ceasefire. 


disputes by peaceful means.” The 
charter also mandates parties to 
“seek a solution by negotiation, 
enquiry, mediation, conciliation, 
arbitration, judicial settlement, 
resort to regional agencies or 
arrangements or other peaceful 
means.” 

Instead, President Bush in- 
sisted on “no negotiations, no 
compromise, no face-saving." 
and ridiculed Iraqi and Arab 
peace offers, Ratner and other 
speakers charged. Gark, Ratner 
and others also stressed the U.S. 
corruption of the U.N. Security 
Council. “Few people realise," 
said Ratner. “that after the re- 
solution permitting force, the 
U.S. gave a check for 189 million 
to pay off part of its $500 million 
debt to the U.N.” 

The commission's initial com- 
plaint charges that the Pentagon 


York by Nawal A1 Saadawi, pres- 
ident of Arab Women’s Solidarity 
Association and author of "The 
Hidden Face of Eve” and other 
groundbreaking feminist worts. 
“There were millions of women 
and men in the Arab World who 
were against the war and demons- 
trated but they are ignored by the 
media,” she told the tribunal. 
“We, as opposition in Egypt, 
were silenced. We don't have tins 
very small democracy you have 
here in expression.” 

The deaths of thousands of 
Iraqi civilians and the destruction 
of the country’s urban support 
system have been wen- 
documented by two U.N. re- 
ports, by Ramsey Clark’s journey 
there during the war and in re- 
ports from post-war eyewitnesses 
such as Adeeb Abed of the Pales- 
tine Aid Society, who spoke at 


as foci air bombs, super bombs 
intended to assassinate Iraqi lead- 
ers and napalm. . . 

The tribunal also charged the 
United States with crimes against 
civilians far from the war zone. 
Joe Franco, of ACT UP, said 
more money was spent on the war 
in 10 days than on fighting AIDS 
over the last decade. Striking City 
University of New York stud ent 
Jennifer Whalen spoke of tuition, 
hikes at public universities, and 
Neal Saad, director of the Brook- 
lyn, N.Y-based Arab- American 
Community Centre documented 
cases of official harassment of 
Arab- Americans during the Gulf 
war. 

The war's cost to the econo- 
mies of Asia and Africa, resulting 
from the abrupt return home of 
workers from Kuwait and Iraq — 
most of whom had lost all of their 
savings and property — was also 
entered as evidence against the 
United States. 

MJchio Kaku, professor of nuc- 
lear physics at the City Universi- 
ty, said Bush had ignored “plead- 
ings” by environmentalist not to 
go to war and has now “turned 
bis back on the greatest environ- 
mental disaster in history. Im- 
agine 500 oil wells burning in 
Chicago,” Kaku added. “New 
York City would be partially dar- 
kened by the soot, which is 10 
times that produced by the entire 
United States.” 

Kaku estimates it could take six 
years to put out the Kuwaiti oil 
fires, the origins of which are still 
unknown. The physicist also 
blasted Bush for “deliberately 
targeting nuclear and chemical 
facilities,” which mO make “nuc- 
lear power plants fair game in 
future wars.” 

Groups active in the Campaign 
for Peace in the Middle East were 
notably absent from the tribunal. 


“We don’t have a formal posstj^ 
on the war crimes. .ttfaagH 
Campaign spokesperson Lesjjj 
Cagan told the Guardian, “by 
many nKfividustisvarei supponj^ 
of it as well as of coajnmqg ^ 
movement.”- With . regard to Q# 
anti-war work ona national fort * 
Cagan noted. ‘‘The^ .campaign 
came together as a national gtrac. 
tore for local andpa timal 
to unify their efforts. 
a free^tamfing organisation.^ 
Cagan added that many Can. 
paign activists are now 
fused” about what to. do.jSo!k 
“want to fight on tbennawiT ^ 
many groups are now "mvolved 
in doing Middle East waxfc-tfo 
they had never done before.' 1 she 


The Coalition to Stop Uj>, 
Intervention in the Middle East, 
which organised title tribunal, fi® 
also lost some of its ori g i n al 
momentum. During- the U& 
buildup and the -war, the orga- 
nisation claimed more than 1QQ 
member groups, many anerjjBo 
longer participating m Gnaffios 
activities. The Workers _ Worid 
Party remains the ' Cbatfticn’fe 
main component: ; 

Peter Drncker of Mobilisation 
for Survival, a Campaign affiliate 
during the war, said. the tribunal 
is “the Coalition's thing and we 
haven't interfered, but we are a 
favour of a war crimes tribunal. ” 
He said this group “was trying to 
find out where the other hearing 

will be hdd around the 

and notify our affiliates. 

The New York Tribunal is the 
first in what organisers hope wffl 
be a worldwide campaign. “The 
U-S. and its leaders h^e commit, 
ted international crimes,” said 
Ratner. “Although we camm 
bring them to justice, we can 
reveal their criminal conduct... 
with the hope that., it can be 
repudiated.” 

After Gark and Ratner lad 
spoken, the crowd began slowly 
to file out. About 50 remained as 
the hearing ended six hours later, 
with the image of the arffefjfef 
Iraqi children seared in tbeu 
minds. 


U.S. faces new challenges as world leader stop rewarding Israel 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Three 
months after the Gulf war,. the 
U.S. position as world leader is 
coming into sharper focus, bring- 
ing new challenges and pressures 
to bear on President George 
Bush. 

Bush led the allied coalition 
during the Gulf Crisis, setting the 
pace but acting in concert with 
others. 


Since then, the United States 
has been thrust into new situa- 
tions without the old counter- 
weight of rival influence from a 
Soviet union now absorbed in its 
own crises. 

Last week for example it was 
U.S. officials who arranged the 
terms of a rebel victory in 
Ethiopia, traditionally a Soviet 
client in Africa. 


such an example, designed to 
coax the world’s major weapons 
suppliers into a more responsi- 
ble sales policy. 

But political analysts said ma- 
jor components of the initiative, 
though praiseworthy, would 
almost certainly prove impossible 
to implement. 

“Do I think the whole package 
can be implemented in the short- 
term? No,” said Marvin 
Feuerwerger. a former head of 
policy planning at the Pentagon 
now with the Washington Insti- 
tute for near East Policy. 

“Do I think some aspects might 
have the chance for limited suc- 
cess? Yes,” he added. 


Washington has assumed a key 
role in the affairs of several coun- 
tries, including Ethiopia, where 
in the past it deferred to other 
powers. 


Bush himself described bis vi- 
sion of the U.S.'s role in world 
affairs in a speech in Colorado last 
week, where he also unveiled the 
first major Middle East arms con- 
trol initiative in 35 years. 

“We can’t right all wrongs, but 
neither can any nation lead as we 
can,” Bush said. 

“We do not dictate the courses 
nations follow, but neither can we 
overlook the fact that our exam- 
ples reshape the world.” 

His Middle East arms control 
package was an attempt to set 


“Behind the American involve- 
ment in the Ethiopian situation 
lies the realisation that, much as 
we might like to stay on the 
sidelines in Third World strife, it 
is better to bring our. weight to 
bear discreerly and in good 
time,” said Paul Henze, a Rand 
Corporation expert on the horn 
of Africa. 

“This lesson has been learned 
in Liberia, in Somalia and in the 
Iraqi-Kurdish situation,” Henze 
said, citing these examples of the 
collapse of order and great hu- 
man suffering with no effective 


outside intervention. 

But the risks and limitations of 
U.S. involvement are also appa- 
rent. 

Only two days after U.S. 
mediation in Ethiopia paved the 
way for rebels to enter Addis 
Ababa, the rebels were shooting 
anti-American demonstrators 
who blamed Washington for the 
victory of rival ethnic groups. 

“We’re walking into a vacuum. 
There’s no-one else to do these 
things,” said Kim Holmes of the 
conservative Heritage Founda- 
tion. "The danger is we may get 
dragged into situations we should 
stay out of and end up taking 
sides in ethnic disputes which we 
cannot solve.” 

Even minor gestures by the 
United States can take on more 
significance than in the past. This 
gives U.S. policymakers unrival- 
led influence but also requires 
unprecedented caution, analysts 
said. 

Analysts say the U.S. has no 
vital strategic interests in Yugos- 
lavia, yet Washington's decision 
to punish Serbia by suspending a 
paltry $5 million in aid and with- 
drawing Support for international 
loans had an immediate and ma- 
jor political impact. 

World leaders come to 
Washington to plead their cases. 
A few days ago Cypriot President 
George Vassiliou asked Bush to 
increase pressure on Turkey to 
solve the conflict dividing the 


Mediterranean island. 

Vassiliou said Bush told him be 
wanted to be a catalyst to solve 
the long dispute and “when he 
says that the Cyprus problem can 
be solved, he means it.” 

When hundreds of thousands 
of Kurds fled Iraq to Turkey after 
the collapse of their uprising 
against President Saddam Hus- 
sein, the U.S. was at first reluc- 
tant to help them, hoping the 
United Nations would take the 
lead. 

But it gradually became dear 
to Bush that the U.S. bad to 
provide the immediate and mas- 
sive aid required and that not 
providing it would have a nigh 
political cost 

Bush also carries the deciave 
vote on whether and the West 
should help the attempts of its old 
rival, the Soviet Union, to re- 
form its economy. 

In complicated and lengthy 
talks with senior Soviet officials 
in Washington, the Bush adminis- 
tration has in effect found itself 
dictating the terms of the model 
of economic reform it is prepared 
to back with cash. 

It is the kind of role Bush 
appears to relish. 

“Recently, many here and 
abroad wondered whether Amer- 
ica still possessed the strength and 
the will to bear the burden of 
world leadership. My feliow 
Americans, we do and we will,” 
be told his Colorado Audience. 


By Sana Atiryeh 


U.S. Iraq dilemma persists 


By Bernd Debosmann 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Nearly 100 
days after it won the Gulf war 
against Iraq, the United States is 
back to where it started in its 
campaign to drive Saddam Hus- 
sein from power: economic sanc- 
tions. 

But in stark contrast to the 
heady days after the fighting stop- 
ped at the end of February, few 
U.S. officials now predict Presi- 
dent Saddam's downfall soon. 
Some privately speak in terms of 
years rather than months no mat- 
ter how tight the economic noose 
around Iraq is pulled. 

In the clearest signal yet that it 
intends to pull that noose as tight 
as it can, the Bush administration 
this week announced it wanted 
Iraq to pay 50 per cent of its 
future oil income in war repara- 
tions. 


United Nations Secretary- 
GemeraJ Javier Perez de Cuellar 
has suggested a 30 per cent ceil- 
ing, a figure acceptable to ail of 
Washington's war allies except 
Kuwait. 

The U.S. demand is part of a 
post-war strategy which 


apparently aims to use sanctions 
to make daily life in Iraq so 
miserable that someone will act 
to remove the Iraqi president, the 
man president George Bush has 
repeatedly likened to Hitler. 

Bush has said sanctions against 
Iraq must remain in force as long 
as Saddam is in power. 

But U.S. experts on the Middle 
East are increasingly doubtful 
that a strategy based on sanctions 
will work much better now than it 
did following Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait last Aug. 2. 

Washington and its allies went 
to war on Jan. 17 after it became 
obvious that sanctions would 
neither drive Iraq’s armies from 
occupied Kuwait nor spark a 
popular uprising that would 
sweep Saddam away and replace 
him with a less bellicose leader. 

For a few weeks after the humi- 
liating defeat of his armies, Sad- 
dam's survival seemed in doubt as 
thousands- of Kurds and Iraqi 
Shi’ite Muslims rose in rebellion 
and captured large slabs of the 
country. 

“With this much turmoil, it 
seems to me unlikely that he will 
survive,” Bush said on March 27, 
a day after his administration 


decided not to aid the rebels 
directly or indirectly. “People are 
fed up with him.” 

Three weeks later. Bush in- 
sisted that “the most important 
thing is to get Saddam out of 
there (Iraq).” 

The Iraqi leader stayed on. 

“Had the U.S. used its over- 
whelming air superiority in sup- 
port of the rebels, it is unlikely 
Saddam would be ruling Iraq 
today.” said Harvard University’s 
Laurie Mylroie, a leading U.S. 
expert on Iraq. 

The Iraqi leader's continued 
presence has caused a distinct 
shift in how Americans view the 
war: according to a poll con- 
ducted for Newsweek magazine 
in May, 55 per cent of those 
questioned said there had been 
no victory because Saddam was 
still around. 

At least in theory, squeezing 
the Iraqi president out through 
economic pressure should be 
easier now than it was before 
allied bombers and missiles devas- 
tated Iraq’s infrastructure, throwing 
die country back to what a Un- 
ited Nations report termed the 
“pre-industrial age.” 

Large parts of Iraq are still 


without power and telephone 
communications. According to a 
Harvard University team which 
toured fraq in May, the destruc- 
tion of the electricity grid has 
contributed to a public health 
catastrophe. 

Dr. Peter Fuchs, head of the 
Gulf Task Force of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross, told a Senate subcommit- 
tee recently that five million civi- 
lians are at “high risk” of 
epidemics. 

Rebuilding the infrastructure 
costs money Iraq says it does not 
have; the country has had no 
income since a U.N. embargo 10 
months ago ended oil exports 
which accounted for virtually all 
of its foreign currency revenues. 

Critics of a tough, sanctions- 
based policy point out dial the 
vast majority of Iraqis had no say 
in shaping the policies that led to 
war and are in effect being 
punished for the actions of a 
leader who rules through fear. 

But the hardships most of the 
Iraqi population suffer in the 
wake of the war are no guarantee 
that there will be a coup against 
Saddam, Middle Ea$t experts 
say. 


TWENTY-FOUR years have 
gone by since Israel invaded 
and occupied the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Palestinians^ 
and Arabs are still waiting for 
the implementation of Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338, but to no avail. When fraq 
invaded Kuwait last August, 
Iraq was given a deadline to 
withdraw, winch it eventually 
did after the country's devasta- 
tion by the U.S.-led allied 
forces. When the war came to 
an end, Arabs, particularly 
Palestinians, thought that the 
same standards would be ap- 
plied to their rights to a home- 
land.. But instead, we have 
Secretary of State James Baker 
shuttling back and forth to the 
region to try to convince the 
Israelis to just sit down with 
foe Palestinians in order to 
come to a peaceful settlement 
to the problem. Mr. Baker and 
other foreign ministers insist 
that they would not pressure 
Israel into accepting a peaceful 
solution, but would discuss it 
with the Jewish state. 

Yesterday, the Arabs and 
Palestinians marked the 24th 
anniversary of the Israeli 
occupation with the continued 
air raids on south Lebanon for 
the third straight day, killing 
Arab civilians. Instead of being 
condemned for this by the in- 
ternational community, Israel, 
in return, has been rewarded 
once again for what it did — ie. 
illegally occupying Arab terri- 
tories exactly 24 years ago, 
oppressing Palestinians 
through every imaginable mea- 
sure, bombarding Lebanon, 
etc. — by receiving a generous 
offer of $500 million loan 
guarantees from (surprisingly 
once again) France “for 
immigration-related projects.” 

How are the Arabs supposed 
to look at such an offer made 
to Israel on the 24th 
anniversary of its ill egal of 


Arab lands occupation? How 
are we supposed to look at the 
continued bombardment of 
south Lebanon with the world 
being silent oyer these crimes 
and silent over Israeli crimes 
- against die Palestinians hviag 
under Israeli occupation? Tras 
Russian and Ethiopian immig- 
rants keep flowing into Israel 
in the tens of thousands as 
Palestinians living in the di- 
aspora in refugee camps arc 
waiting for their legitimate 
rights to be implemented. Jew- 
ish settlements keep popping 
up tike wild weeds in the West 
Bank while tire U.S. maintains 
they are just “an obstacle to 
■ peace.” Israel celebrates its 
24th year of its illegal occupy 
' tion by bombing south Leba - 
non and receiving generous 
loans to accommodate foreign- 
speaking immigrants on prop-, 
erty that does not even belong 
to them. The international 
reaction (acutally- non- 
reaction) to Israeli measures 
and violations of every base 
human rights is beyond com- 
prehension. If the worhtwasso 
uptight (to use an understate- 
ment) about Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait, where is tins same 
world gone to when Israel con- 
tinues to bomb, kill arid in- 
vade? Where are the gre&f 
western media organisations 
that spent millions of doUaxs 
to cover the “Iraqi atrocities” 
in the past year, as if atrocities 
are only committed by that 
particular country? 

We will not ask tiie influen- 
tial leaders of this world to 
apply the same standards on 
Israel as it applied them oa 
Iraq to get it out of Kuwait by 
launching a full-scale war. We 
ask for less: Stop rewarding 
Israel for its atrocities against 
the Palestinians and the 
Lebanese. Stop giving money 
to Israel for settling Jews on 
Arab territories. Stop - , giving 
Israel weapons that kill Arabs. 
That is all we ask. - 


LETTERS 


Fine not fined 


To the Editor: 


WE were very surprised to read the name Fine Hygienic Pape 
Go. within the list of factories closed down by the authorities fo 
violating health safety regulations in your article “21 Facforie 
closed down for polluting Zarqa River basin” published on page . 
(June 5). 

Fine Hygienic was never included under any such order and ha 
n^er viola tedifae (aw nor has it ever been a violator of health aw 
safety regulations. 
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By Kalis Sabet 

CAIRO — Amina ZagbluJ’s 
claim to fame as a child was 
that she came from the same 
family that produced Saad 
Zaghlul, one of modern 
Egypt’s founding fathers. To- 
day Amina ZaghiuJ is a well- 
known figure in her own 
right, the owner of a chain of 
restaurants called FeJfeh that 
specialise in die (lassie but 
simple dishes of Egypt. To 
become the successful 
businesswoman that she is 
today , ZaghiuJ had to turn 
her back on tradition and 
challenge at every step die 
nation that a woman's place 
was definitely not in b usine ss. 

Unlike her illustrious 
ancestor, who came from a 
village near the northern city 
ofFuwah, Zaghlul grew up in 
Alexandria. It was here that 
she spent her all-too-brief 
childhood. At 14, after re- 
ceiving a rudimentary educa- 
tion, Amina was married oft 
to a cousin. 

Her life seemed mapped 
out for her: Marriage, chil- 
dren and the bouse ; just as it 
was for most of her friends in 
the Egypt of the 1940s. But 
little did anyone know , least 
of all Amina herself that one 
day this quiet giri would 
break all the conventions of 
her tune and become a weal- 
thy businesswoman. TheFel - 
fela chain of restaurants has 
become a household name to 
Egyptians and foreign tour- 
ists alike. 

Today Zaghlul, in her early 
fifties, elegant and dressed 
with Bair, has trouble recall- 
ing much about her early 
years , not, it seems, because 
her momory has failed her, 
but rather because she has 
subconsciously drawn a veil 
over the oppressive upbring- 
ing that was normal for young 
gtrls in those days. Her break 


with tradition and the deci- 
sion to bunch herself into the 
world of commerce is some- 
thing she remembers far 
more clearly. 

"If, at a certain stage in my 
life , / decided to embark on a 
money-making activity, it 
was quite simply due to the 
fact that having had three 
children, 1 found myself, at 
the age of 20 or 22. with 
nothing left to do in life.” 
said Zaghlul. " 1 didn’t want 
just to be a consumer. I 
loathe women who have no- 
thing better to do than go to 
the hairdresser or the club 
and who spend the rest of 
their lives chatting on the 
phone. / don’t believe we 
were put on this earth to 
waste away our time like 
that. I started looking for a 
way of occupying my spare 
time so I wouldn’t feel com- 
pletely useless. Clearly, the 
only way of beating the small 
identity crisis I was going 
through was to find myself 
some work, but just what 
kind of work was another 
matter . " 

Career in Fashion 
Zaghlul began her career 
as a working woman in a Geld 
she thought would be easy: 
She decided to launch her 
own fashion design studio. *7 
knew no thing about design- 
ing or cutting clothes , but 1 
hired some experts and I 
plunged in, relying on my 
own imagination and taste. ” 
she said. “I soon had 2Q staff 
under me, and I even opened 
a boutique in one of the 
smartest parts of Cairo. Ev- 
erything was going wonder- 
fully... but I bad a problem. I 
couldn’t stand my customers, 
their terrible taste, their arro- 
gance and their whims. 
That’s why I threw the whole 
thing in and made a complete 
change of direction — from 
fashion to catering. ” 


Zaghlul closed down the 
studio and. alter a series of 
setbacks, opened a tiny res- 
taurant in a narrow alleyway, 
sandwiched between two 
buildings in the heart of 
Cairo. Again she decided to 
put her faith in her own 
personal taste, and her in- 
stinct proved a winner. Zagh- 
lul chose to serve exclusively 
simple and traditional Egyp- 
tian meals — variations on 
the classic "foul.” the deli- 
cious but unsophisticated 
dish made of boiled broad 
beans. In the years to come, 
she was never to stray from 
this formula. Today she still 
puts the extraordinary suc- 
cess of her restaurants down 
to the appeal of the whole- 
some menu she offers every- 
where. based on “foul. ” as 
well as croquettes made of 
mashed broad beans ( known 
as falafel or taamie). eggplant 
puree and dozens of different 
salads, many of them fla- 
voured with sesame. 

"It so happens that I'm 
vegetarian , and that enabled 
me to find out for myself that 
traditional .Egyptian dishes 
based on dried broad beans 
are among the healthiest in 
the world.” said Zaghlul. 
“ But these dishes could never 
be found on the menus of the 
luxury restaurants. Tourists, 
and indeed very few Egyp- 
tians themselves, ever had 
the chance to sample and 
apprecia te th ese th ings . 
That’s why I started my first 
restaurant, to give everyone 
the chance to taste my 
favourite dishes.” 

Looking back, it seems so 
simple now, but ZagpluVs 
rise to success did not go 
entirely smoothly. In those 
days — the end of the 1950s 
— women who embarked on 
any kind of career were re- 
garded with mistrust and dis- 
approval. Zaghlul faced a 


great deal of public criticism. 
Even the press had some- 
thing to say about her ven- 
ture. 

"It was considered shame- 
ful that a woman should do 
certain things, such as open- 
ing a studio or a restaurant 
serving boiled broad beans. ” 
she said. "And that attitude 
was mirrored in every aspect 
of my daily life. If / needed 
an official document, it was a 
drama trying to get hold of it. 
If 1 had to go to a ministry to 
obtain a license there were 
always endless questions and 
'come back tomorrows.' At 
that time, it wasn 7 very easy 
to be a businesswoman in 
Egypt. ” 

To make matters even 
more difficult. Zaghlul was 
very attractive, and tike many 
beautiful women, she had a 
hard time getting people to 
take her seriously, she re- 
calls. "I swear that even now 
l meet some people with the 
same outdated ideas and the 
same disapproval etched on 
their faces,” she said. "The 
eastern woman is emanci- 
pated, it's true, but that 
doesn't mean this has been 
accepted everywhere with 
good grace.” 

Zaghlul is clearly sensitive 
on this point, scarred from 30 
years of battling for the right 
to carve a place in a world 
striedy controlled by men. To 
her credit, she now has seven 
restaurants scattered 
throughout Cairo, from the 
centre of town to tie Pyramid 
area, and from the north of 
Cairo to Maadi, a smart 
southern suburb. All of them 
are decorated in the same 
style, in keeping with the 
peasant traditions that also 
dictate their menus. 

As she spoke during a re- 
cent interview in one of her 
seven establishments, Zagh- 
lul was banding out advice 
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and encouragement to her 
staff, with a ready smile as 
always, moving among the 
scrubbed and waxed wooden 
tables, whose paper tablec- 
loths also serve as the menus. 
On offer were a dozen "foul” 
dishes, each one different, 
some with cream, some with 
eggs . others with tomatoes, 
all of them created by Zagh- 
lul herself and unique to her 
chain of eareries. To accom- 
pany them, there was a good 
selection of eastern-style 
salads, and traditional sweets 
such as die famous Omm AJi, 
a mouth-watering concoction 
of unleavened bread soaked 
in a sweet milk-based custard 
and topped with raisins and 
finely chopped hazelnuts. 

Zaghlul’s menus are also 
some of the most reasonably 
priced in town. Only here can 
diners eat a hearty, satisfying 
meal and leave the table with 
a check for less than $2 a 
head. Meanwhile customers 
also enjoy a backdrop of gar- 
lands of flowers, with clusters 
and fronds trading from the 
ceiling, twirling around the 
columns and covering the 
walls. Banking as always on 
her own intuitive taste, Zagh- 
lul has used bright colours for 
the decor, with plenty of gold 
and silver. The lighting, pro- 
vided by soft multicoloured 
glass lamps, adds the final 
touch. 

‘It all began as a joke 3 

Even now, Zaghlul some- 
times finds it difficult to 
digest the extent of her suc- 
cess. "It all began as some- 
thing of a joke. ” she said. " 1 
never for a moment thought 
the business would grow to 
this size. No one had ever 
before tried to sell Egypt’s 
traditional cuisine, so I had 
nothing at all on which to 



The owner of a chain of restaurants equally popular with tourists and 
Egyptians, Amina Zaghlul has based her success on hard work and a win- 
ning recipe. 


base my predictions. I began 
with 15 tables and my own 
cook. Right from the start my 
aim was to create a restaurant 
for vegetarians like myself, 
but I found out that if I didn’t 
serve meat J wouldn’t be 
given the type of license I 
wanted. So I bad to com- 
promise and agree to serve 
meat, chicken and Bsh — but 
of course I cooked them 
according to traditional 
Egyptian peasant recipes.” 

Zaghlul is no longer with 
the cousin she * married so 
young. Her second husband 
is a senior diplomat, who 
travels a great deal. Her 
three sons from her first mar- 
riage are grown up and play 
an active role in their 
mother’s business. Zaghlul 
made a point of entrusting 
them with responsibilities 
from an early age so they 
would feel directly involved 
in the family business. 

*7 the east, it is inconceiv- 


China’s home of 
Kung Fu flourishes 


By Janet Snyder 

Reuter 

Shaolin, China, — Emperors 
of China could call on the 
battling monks of Shaolin for 
protection. Today’s gradu- 
ates from the home of Kung 
Fu often become cops. 

This mountain stronghold 
in eastern Henan Province 
was founded in 496 A.D. and 
rose to prominence both as a 
centre of Chinese Buddhism 
and as the home of Kung Fu. 
the martial art made famous 
in countless Hong Kong ac- 
tion movies. 

Now thousands of students 
study the kicking, chopping 
and stabbing Kung Fu techni- 
ques here, many to prepare 
for a career in the police. 

" According to the govern- 
ment's needs, they'll work for 
the public Security Bureau,” 
said coach Shi Deyuan. 

According to legend, the 
sixth century Buddhist 
teacher Bodbidharma. the 
founder of the Zen sect, 
came to Shaolin to meditate. 
His gimlet-eyed image is dis- 
played all over souvenir stalls 
lining the dusty track leading 
to the Shaolin Monastery. 

After the temple was 
established its monks came 
under attack from bandits. 
'They devised their lethal 
style of unarmed combat in 
deference to Buddhism ’$ 
essentially pacifist beliefs. 

In the 1960s the Kung Fu 
craze began with a spate of 
movies, many starring the 
late screen idol Bruce Lee. 

Thousands of martial arts 
devotees have been coming 
here ever since. 

At dawn more than 2.000 
youngsters 1 , in a dozen Kung 
Fu schools surrounding 
Shaolin temple put them- 
selves through rigorous exer- 
cises , endlessly repeating 
manoeuvers named after ti- 
gers about to spring, drunken 
monkeys and other creatures. 

The students’ martial arts 
forebears, the monks of 


Shaolin of whom there are 
only an elderly handful to- 
day, once trained themselves 
to punch through brick walls, 
walk on broken glass and 
climb sheer surfaces. 

The stone floor of the tem- 
ple’s candlelit main ball bears 
deep potholes — made by 
centuries of stamping, kick- 
ing and lunging by Kung Fu 
devotees. 

At the central Shaolin 
school, Chinese students pay 
1,060 Yuan ($210) a year for 
Kung Fu training under 
coach Shi. Training begins in 
the chill of 4.30 A. M. and can 
carry on until 10.30 at night. 

Food, in keeping with the 
temple’s Buddhist tradition, 
is mostly vegetarian. The stu- 
dents look lean , but healthy 
and alert. 

Foreign students are wel- 
come but they rake separate . 
classes at reduced hours and 
much more expensive rates. 

A dozen of Shi’s star pupils 
showed their stuff at 
Shaolin ’s central practice 
ball. Leading the parade was 
a cordon of tough-looking 
boys and girls in high-necked 
silk pyjamas. 

The youngest was 11, the 
eldest 17. Two hundred 
youngsters study at what is 
considered the inner sanctum 
of the Kung Fu world. Their 
26-year-old Master Shi, slight 
and freckled, is the 31st gen- 
eration of Kung Fu masters in 
his family. 

"If you’re too old when 
you start Kung Fu. you never 
become good at it, ” said far- 
mer’s son Shi Xingli, 17. 

He .saluted visitors in 
hands-folded Buddhist 
fashion, part of the discipline 
expected of all Shaolin 
trainees. 

The grand finale of their 
performance was when a 
young adept pushed his neck 
onto a spear while balancing 
a load of bricks on his back — 
just as another boy chopped 
the bricks in half with & great 
thwack , both emerged un- 
scathed. 


able that a woman should 
monopolise the running of a 
family business to the exclu- 
sion of the men. ” she said. 
“These days, I never make a 
decision without having first 
discussed the matter at great 
length with my sons.” All 
three have careers of their 
own: One has a diploma in 
tourism, another is an agri- 
cultural engineer and the 
third is a lawyer. 

It may seem strange that 
such an energetic woman . 
one who has never once stop- 
ped working in a career span- 
ning more than 30 years, is 
already planning her retire- 
ment. But the retirement 
Zaghlul has in mind is one 
with a difference. Her idea is 
to spend it in a tourist village 
that she is creating on tbe 
shores of the Red Sea. 

"I’m in the process of 
creating a tourist village at 
Urgada (Ghardaqa) a place 
set between the sea and the 


mountains. " she said. "There 
will be a large hotel, 60 villas, 
several luxury units for VIP 
cheats, a diving school, swim- 
ming pools, a hydrotherapy 
centre, restaurants, bouti- 
ques and all the rest. The 
buildings was interrupted by 
the Gulf war but we Te hop- 
ing it will begin again soon. It 
is there, in Urgada, that 1 
plan to spend my retirement, 
together with my husband, 
once I’ve delegated responsi- 
bility for all my other activi- 
ties.” 

“I’m also thinking about 
setting up several smaller 
companies and inviting 
private investors to take 
shares,” she mused, as the 
setting sun over the Nile be- 
gan glinting through the win- 
dow of her busy restaurant. 
“ And then again. I’m con- 
sidering starting a franchise 
system ... but that isstillin the 
thinking stage ” — World 
News Link. 


HOOK REVIEWS 

Poet’s progress 

A Mountainous Journey 
By Fadwa Tuqan 

The Women’s Press, London 1990 £12.95 

FADWA TUQAN, a Palestinian, is one of the best known 
poets in the Arab World. In this autobiography she 
describes the tremendously uphill journey that took her to 
self-fulfilment. There was first a stifling childhood in the 
harem of the house other well-to-do- family in Nablus. She 
was, besides, as unwanted child, the seventh in a brood of 
ten, and burtfully ignored by her parents. A happy release 
into school was quickly ended when she was withdrawn in 
disgrace, aged thirteen, because a boy who had seen her at 
a distance sent her a flower. 

Yet. strangely, the subsequent years of confinement 
determined her poetic bent. She found solace in reading 
and writing, and a much older brotAer. Ibrahim, who had 
already made his mark as a poet and critic, perceived her 
potential and put her through a prolonged course of 
reading and memorising classical Arabic poetry. Under his 
influence she began to write verse in classical form, only 
later breaking into the freer, more personal style that is 
prized today. She started to publish poetry regularly in 
1952. at the age of 35. and was soon acclaimed. But it was 
not until nine years later that she had her first real taste of 
freedom through a visit to England. This was engineered by 
a much younger cousin studying at Oxford who found her 'a 
place in an English family nearby and helped her to enrol in 
two short university courses in English literature. She bad 
already learned English from another brother. Nimr. 

At an earlier date Fadwa’s father, an ardent nationalist 
— twice deported by the British Mandatory Authorities — 
asked her to give her essentially lyrical verse a greater 
political content. She points out that she could hardly do so 
since she knew little of politics and was still debarred by 
rigid social conventions from meeting people from whom 
she could learn. She of course writes with anguish of the 
sufferings of Palestinians during the ’30s and '40s — first 
from harsh British measures and then from the Zionists. 
But she had no strong political commitment until after the 
June 1967 war, when sbe became a major voice among 
resistance poets. 

Among the good English translations in this book of 
some of her poems , those about Palestine may well not 
have been surpassed. "A Jordanian-Palestinian in Eng- 
land, ” written about 1961, captures the sadness of finding 
that even kind English friends then accepted the Israeli 
claim that Palestinians did not exist as a people. “ The 
Deluge And The Tree.” written soon after June 1967, 
pictures a scene of desolation, yet tinged with hope through 
the hauntingly repeated phrase "the birds will return. ” In 
“ Song Of Becoming, ” written later in 1967, she muses on 
the future of boys who have only recently been larking 
about with kites and conjures up an astoundingly prophetic 
virion of the intifada. 

Her remarkable autobiography, well translated by 
Olive ■ Kenny, goes only as far as 1967. A second volume is 
promised that should tell the rest. For the present what we 
mainly know is that she has resolutely continued to live in 
Nab/us — Middle East International. 

By Sue Dearden 
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DO you love your children? Now. now. I do not want you 
:o rosij into answering ‘his. Confer amongst yourselves you 
parents oui there before coming out with that gem of an 
answer: "Of course ’.ye te*e our children, how could you 
even a si: ccch z question?" V/e/.', rc* tell you the truth . / 
believe some of you when you say you love your kids. But 
lurking out there is a species of parents who on family 
outings in a ear r u: their Utile babies, not on the back seat 
strapped in r. bcbv's seat, nor on the laps of their mothers’ 
who are sitting ir. the f~ont seat, nor in a baby's cot on the 
floor of !i? ~ czr. but right above the dashboard, lying down 
vtith :he!r rrses pressed flat against the windshields. Have 
'■oj seer- "V :. : hsorens to a packet of tissues when it is 
pieced z:c c ::.j zzsi~ board? 3y the end of the trip the 
preke: -~f :irsi e: .V. Hire someone had played football 
v the b ox had fallen down some 783 
tirr.tr r.e i seres inside almost took used. Not that this 
str-ird: rr. rc.'c die ■: scrape you concerned parents who put 
rz :: rz- v. if year i::d grows up to be a demented 
'child. 1 :'rr~.i. shccld know why. For a box of tissues it's 
graviq . For d?c i:acy :?V r ne parents' idioty. 

No\ s:s::.m.i::.£ -h-cse babies sur-nve all these trips and 
the- i:\c -r.c ere ■' older, you find their parents driving 
alcde v rrr.es ?n : r.sir minds as their now two and 

tnree vei: •: .• - :'*.r,cjz2 kids swing half their bodies outside 
the ccr - ir.c'-r "kh :r.eir hair flying as they squint their 
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r them they v/il! have a very hard 

' some parents express their "love" 
: r. a car is by placing their kids on 

j "7 V I? , 

r. : .i here? Are people trying to get 
:cvr? You know "kill" them with 
e case. I suggest they call the pied 
ir. the woods. Thar would be a less 
you are a child. 

seems appropriate to mention here 
for teaching a todler fo walk. 

:o is let your child take his or her 
■ the worst thing that can happen to 
Ar. J on a ezrpsted Scot. But I have 
ir the set of teaching their kids to 
with ere parent sending the kid 
the street and the other parent 
er.d. E\en if the side street is 
: cr.d to get injure while waddling 
" Jc not know about you, but I 





categorise this act as murder in the first degree. Or it could 
be a trap. This is because if anyone as much as comes near 
their child with a car the parents would sue that driver so 
fast his head would spin, because that driver apparently 
jeopardised the life of their " beloved child. ” For once lam 
left speechless. J have no suggestions . or comments. And I 
rest my case. 
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fSh'h — US. Fccretar^' c/ 
Stztr Jmej Raker presents 


many’s military future to 
NATO allies. 

Friday, Jesaae 7 

2<£l — Spain and Fortug- 
zl, by Treaty of Tordesillas , 
agree to divide the new world 
hryeen themselves. 

iS-fS — Peace of Aidres 
ends England's war with 
France and Scotland. 

— England declares 
'V£t on Francs as an ally of 
Spcin. and Scots invade Eng- 
land. 

£672 — Dutch defeat com- 
bined British and French 
flee: in South wold Bay , Eng- 
land. 

5262 — Britain and United 
States sign treaty for suppres- 
sion of slave trade. 

£266 — Prussian troops 
march into Holstein. 

— Norwegian Stort- 
ing decides on separation 
from Sweden. 

2&d — Organised resist- 
ance against German invad- 
ers ends in Norway in World 
War U. 

1942 — Battle of Midway in 
Pacific ends in major U.S. vic- 
tory over Japanese in World 
War n. ( 

5967 — Israeli forces driv- 
ing into Egypt reach banks of 
Suez Canal. 

227® — Voters in Switzer- 
land reject proposal to force 
zhr.cst one-third of a million 
aliens to leave that country. 

2975 — United States with- 
draws its last combat aircraft 
based on Nationalist Chinese 
island of Taiwan. 

2227 — Senior Communist 
Party and government offi- 
cials in Czechoslovakia are 
implicated in major corrup- 
tion trial. 

1938 — First contingent of 
Indian troops sent to Sri 
Lanka 10 months previously 
to enforce peace accord is 
withdrawn. 

1289 — Foreign embassies 
rush to get their nationals out 
of Peking, with much of Chi- 
na appearing on verge of 
chaos. 

1998 — U.S. House of 
Representatives voted to bar 
the sale of computers and 
t sleconun uni cations gear to 
Soviet Union until Moscow 
beg i ns ne gotiating 
Lithuania 's independence. 

Saturday, Jane 8 

*££3 — British and Portu- 


guese defeat Spaniards at 
Amegial. 

1883 — France , by conven- 
tion of Marsa with Bey of 
Tunis , gains effective control 
of Tunisia. 

1915— Allied forces take 
Neuville in France fiom Ger- 
mans in World War I. 

1925 — Britain and France 
accept in principle Ger- 
many’s proposals for security 
pact to guarantee Franco- 
German and Belgo-German 
boundaries. 

1942 — Japanese sub- 
marines shell Sydney, Au- 
stralia, in World War U. 

1965 — U.S. troops in 
Vietnam are authorised to 
engage in offensive opera- 
tions. 

1973 — Spain’s Generalis- 
simo Francisco Franco relin- 
quishes some of bis power by 
naming Admiral Louis Car- 
rera Blanco as premier. 
m 1976 — Large force of Sy- 
rian troops moves into Leba- 
non, where civil war rages. 

1987 — Seven civilians die 
in dash between grenade- 
throwing Tamil rebels and 
police commandos on main 
street of Batticaloa in Sri 
Lanka. 

1988 — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze tells United Nations 
that Moscow would observe 
permanent moratorium on 
nuclear testing if United 
States also agrees. 

1989 — South Africa's 
President P. W. Botha 
appears intent on extending 
state of emergency for fourth 
year although black unrest 
has subsided. 

1990 — Czechoslovakia 
holds its first tree elections in 
44 years; Vaclav Havel is 
elected president. 

Sunday, June 9 

68 — Roman Emperor 
Nero commits suicide. 

1572 — Turkish Beet puts 
to sea against Don John of 
Austria to comp/ere capture 
of Cyprus. 

1751 — French forces at 
Trichinopoiy in India surren- 
der to. British. 

1827 — Turkey rejects 
allied note for truce with 
Greece. 

1896 — Russo-Japanese 
agreement recognises Rus- 
sia’s position in Korea. 


1915 — Severe riots break 
out in Moscow. 

1916 — Sberif Hussein Ibn 
Ali of Mecca revolts against 
Turkey. 

1940 — Norway's army 
surrenders to Nazis in World 
War H. 

1961 — United Nations 
calls on Portugal to cease 
repressive measures in 
Angola. 

1967 — Jamal Abdul Nas- 
ser resigns as president of 
Egypt after his country is 
defeated in war with -Israel. 

1972 — U.S. planes raid 
perimetres of Hanoi and 
Haiphong in most concen- 
trated bombing of North 
Vietnam’s military heartland 
in more than four years. 

1975 — Philippines estab- 
lished diplomatic relations 
with China, breaking its ties 
with Nationalist Chinese gov- 
ernment in Taiwan. 

1984 — Heavy damage and 
casualties are reported as 
Iran and Iraq trade air 
attacks on residential areas 
across their 1, 180-kilometre 
border. 

1989 — Two bombs blow 
up seconds apart on main 
seaside boulevard in Syrian- 
controlled west Beirut, kill- 
ing three people and wound- 
ing four others. 

1990 — The Liberian gov- 
ernment and rebels agreed to 
attend peace talks. 

Monday, June 10 

1891 — L. £tarr Jameson 
becomes administrator of 
South Africa Company’s 
areas. 

1898 — U.S. Marines in- 
vade Cuba in Spanish-Amer- 
ican war. 

1903 — King Alexander I 
and Queen Drags of Serbia 
are murdered. 

1907 — Japan and France 
agree to preserve “open 
Amt” in China. 

1917 — Sinn Fein riots 
break out in Dublin, Ireland. 

1942 — German Gestapo 
kills male residents of Lidice, 
Czechoslovakia, in retalia- 
tion for assassination of a 
German official. 

1967 — Israel agrees to 
United Nations ceasefire with 
Egypt. 

1971 — United States lifts 
21-year-old embargo on trade 
with China. 

By The Associated Press 




By E Yaghi 

Mr. Nothing sat forsaken by the roadside in bis ragged 
clothes, eating goober peas. In a loud voice to no one, he 
said , “ isn’t this delicious, eating goober peas?" 

A car sped past churning up a cloud of dost which settled 
on Mr. Nothing. He choked a bit , maybe on bis goober 
peas or maybe on the dirt lodged in bis windpipe but be 
ignored the occurrence. His face wasas bland as baby food. 
He was Mr. Nothing so he would never make modi ado 
about anything. His eyes stared blankly into nothing and 
nothing was on his mind. His brain was addled, bis pocket 
bare and be bad no profession. He was an all round nothing 
person, hence the name. 

But at one time, Mr. Nothing had been a someone, bad 
bad a profession and possessed an enthusiastic mind. In 
some circles J re was almost known as clever and even kind 
of sophisticated, but one cloudy day, be fell down o/f his 
pedestal and cracked his head. 

A few considerate passersby tried to put Mr. Nothing 
back together again like a jigsaw puzzle, but no matter bow 
they struggled to fit the pieces, they came up with nothing. 
“Oh, the poor man!” one said. ‘"We can’t seem to make 
heads or tails out of him. Looks as if he’ll be distorted for 
life. Wonder what be looked like before his faU7 ” 

Another, feigning to be an authority about nothingness , 
said, “Well, he was nothing much to look at anyway , so no 
great loss. However, he used to wears anile on his face and 
chase after invisible butterflies and speak incoherent 
phrases about reaching unreachable stars and dreaming 
impossible, dreams and lighting fires on the moon. But 
look at him now! Doesn’t seem like he’U be doing much 
searching from now on!” 

He then slapped his friend on the back and both 
strangers walked away laughing. Mr.Nothing didn’t /ai^gh. 
He didn’t cry either. He simply had no feeling and sat 
looking stupid, doing nothing. 

Thus his existence began as a numb human thing. Once 
quite particular bow he dressed and with a sizeable portion 
of bis allowance dedicated to his wardrobe , he played the 
grand game. But that was long ago when he could think. 
He had lived on an estate like a nobleman. Now he had no 
job, no money, no luck, no sense.He lived in a tent made of 
old newspapers. Because he didn’t have a door, the wind 
flapped about his hovel , ripping at its walls and tearing 
down some of the structure. But Mr. Nothing felt nothing 


so he was oblivious to the 

with no stars and the desert cold that seeped ondcr his skm, 
giving him gooose bumps and turning hm 
& When Mr. Nothing wasn’t eating 
bearing for money. To some it seemed they cqum a ma 
tSrtehis eye when he stretched.out 
the ptirik plunk of a coin or two. Yet, a 
Mr. Nothing had no fdelings anyway so that ^marfj&e- 
taf JOU& winds that lashed at his faoe and eyesjand; 
nxffiedbis hair and rent his 
Somehow Mr. Nothing grew a beard. Witiitbejas^M 

time and because of his fall, few recognised hnn jgrjhc^ 
somebody he once had been . He was known by most &bf 
simply what he had become nothing. Every ome m a while, 
even Mr. Nothing got bored. So he counted fleas o gshe ep 
or feathers on peacocks or pebbles on beadies. Bur he 
could only count so far so then he’d have to begjn atone 
and work his way up to cipher as this whs w^ was. Oh Ins 
mind anyway. At other times, be would.scrit^serncSem 
forms in the dirt with a twig. A child could hm drme 

Nothing was where he should be. Itjust woukin’t do 
to think he belonged with intelligent someones, who 
thought about relevant concerns such as the latest streaked 
hair styles of Persian tombs or crazy down clothes or hot 
greasy gossip. Some witty people could be so apropoS. Mr. 
Nothing was definitely not in their league. No, No ; Not 
These subjects were much too sophisticated for Mr. 
Nothing. He was only fit to not think, have no cfmimto, 
hopes, dreams, kieas or to possem qualities know in some, 
places as duty, faithfulness and complete dedication. Even 
when he was a somebody, he used to speak in riddles. Few 
hast understood him then. None understand him now .. . 

If you care to see a nobody called Mr. Nothing, who lives 
in an empty tent made of old newspapers under the starless 
black night in the desert cold, then just go where - your 
dreams are and you’ll find him in your heart, domg,- 
speakmg, hearing and thinking nothing. After all, isn’t thatj 
what he’s supposed to do and isn ’t th& what life is aB about 
— nothing? Perhaps if Mr. Nothing remains blank and 
bland as bahyfood, he might be forgiven fxsotnefiangl But 
ah, Mr. Nothing, they were not listening then, they're not 
listening still, perhaps they never will. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Nothing sits by the roadside, eating 
goober peas, suffering amnesia, knowing it’s no use to 
cany on, when all he bad been living for is. gone. 


JTVCHANNEL2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, June 6 

8:30 Day By Day 

My World And Welcome To It 

It would seem that doing a 
good job is not exactly like 
loving the job itself. 

9:10 Deadly Intentions 

When Catherine marries 
Charles . she thinks she is in 
for an ordinary cozy marriage 
life. She is wrong. 

lOtilO News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Ordinary People 

Starring Donald Southerland 
and Mary Moore 

The story of an ordinary 
family and what would hap- 
pen to the inner relations of 
the family when something 
goes wrong. 

Friday, June 7 

8:30 Night Court 

Daddy For The Defence 

Christine is the newly 
appointed lawyer to court, 
and her daddy wants the 
whole world to know it. 

9:10 Shakespeare 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 In The Beat Of The 
Night 

The Hammer And The Glove 

A murder is committed in 
town that involves FBI 
agents. 


Saturday, June 8 

8L30 Bill Cosby Show 

The subject of romance is 
on everybody’s mind and the 
question is who is the most 
romantic of all? 

9:00 Encounter 

Rami Khouri hosts Dr. 
Yousef Saygb, a political eco- 
nomist. Topic of discussion: 
The economic consequences 
of the Gulf war on the region 
and the positive steps needed 
to remedy economic prob- 
lems. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Double Deal Gang 

Starring: John Saxon and 
Frank Wolf 

A gang of three manages to 
steal $400,000. First they 
worry about which of the 
three gets to steal the money , 
and it becomes which other 
gang is going to steal h. 

Sunday, June 9 

8:30 Yes Minister 
The Official Visit 
The bead of an African 
state plans to visit Britain , 
but he is removed from pow- 
er just before the visit. 

9:10 One World 

The Earth In Balance 

A Personal View Of The En- 
vironment 

Environmental hazards, 
such as water pollution, add 
rain and the likes , are ail 


man-made, and man must 
come to grips with this fact 
before be sets out to solve 
them. 

10M News in Elfish 

10L20 Paradise 

A House Divided 

Villains take Miss Lawson 
and the kids as hostages, and 
make out a list of tough 
demands torn towns people. 
Ethan decides to step them 
from running away. 


Larry resorts to lying to 
free himself from some dat- 
ing obligations. Palki dis- 
agrees with his friend’s action 
and teaches him a lesson in 
^ iectitude v 

9:10 Adventme^' J^ ^pace 

iiikBB ivr— • 

The New Frontiers ^ 

Um documentary gives an 
account of man’s' historical 
major attempts at invading 
space. During the tote 60s 
man finally walks on the 
moon. 


Monday, Jana lO ieHm fc 


8L30 Empty Nest 

It would seem that old 
doctors never fade away. Dr. 
West seems to believe so, and 
defends this view. 

9:10 Nancy Wake 

While Henry suffers in 
prison, his wife trains with 
the British special forces. 
Meanwhile cooperation be- 
tween the French Resistance 
and the British is marred by a 
dash of dignity. 

KkOO News in English 

10L20 Murder In Texas 

Starring: Fmrab Fawcett 
Texas 1968: Dr. John Hill 
is married to the daughter of 
an influential rich man Ash 
Robinson. On the surface , it 
looks like a happy marriage, 
beneath the surface; it isn’t. 
The father and the daughter 
want to preserve the mar- 
riage, but he doesn’t. 

Tuesday, June 11 

8&0 Perfect Strangers 


10&0 French Feature F3m 

Le Samurai Pofider 


8£0 After Henry 

The Birthday 

Sarah and Clare • prepare, 
in secret, the grandmother's 
birthday party, butthegrand- 
motber’s nosiness threatens 
to reveal this well-guarded 
secret. 

9:10 Oar House 

Past Tense, Future Tense 
Quissie wins a radio con- 
test^ she cleverly uses her 
prize to solve an old family 
feud. 


IftW News in Ea gNsb 

1000 Not A Penny Men, Net 
A Penny Less 

. Finally the Cooman’s vic- 
tims deckle to get together 
and conceive a plan to . get 
even with him. 
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Warner Bros, moves into down under 


■' • • •' ,,il , ' ( 


By Winsor Dobbin 

The Associated Press 

SURFERS PARADISE Au- 
stralia Australians can get a 
dice of Hollywood starting 
Sunday at Warner Bros. Hew 
m ulti million -dollar theme 
park. Movie World. 

The park provides a 
behind-the-scenes look ar 
many facets of movie-making, 
including real Sims in produc- 
tion. 

The park is expected to be 
Australia's biggest man-made 
attraction. The owners are 
predicting 1.4 million visitors 
in the first 12 months. 

The attractions will allow 
audiences to participate in the 
creation of special effects , 
sound-effects dabbing, music 
scoring and other filmmaking 
processes. 

"Main Street ” includes pre- 
cise replicas of buildings that 
have appeared in Warner 
Bros. 61ms. The visual -effects' 


stage features the World War 
B bomber used in the movie 
Memphis Belle while rides in- 
clude those based on Looney 
Tunes and Gremlins themes. 

Sound Stage Five features 
one of the world's largest 
tanks for filming under and 
above the water. 

" What makes this park 
different is that other theme 
parks' backlots are all phoney 
facades. On our one, real 
movies can, and will, be 
shot, ” said the man who cre- 
ated Movie World, American 
designer C.V. Wood. 

Tom Selleck , Linda Blair. 
William Hurt. Bryan Brown 
and Sam Neill already have 
worked on movies at the stu- 
dios. 

The TV series Mission Im- 
possible is filmed there and at 
nearby locations, as is the 
Australian export Dolphin 
Cove. Robert Urich soon will 
begin filming Savage Sea. 

Wood. TO, husband of for- 
mer screen star Joanne Dru, 


has built six theme parks — 
including Disneyland and Six 
Flags Over Texas — and 
seven residential develop- 
ments during his career. This 
is bis first venture outside the 
United Stares. 

“Towns are tougher than 
theme parks," He said. '* With 
a theme park you have to 
figure our how to keep people 
happy for six hours. With 
towns you have to keep them 
happy for a lifetime." 

He has designed Movie 
World around the original 
small studios built 13 miles 
north of Surfers Paradise by 
producer Dino De Laurentiis 
in 1986. 

“ Ail our surveys tell us this 
will work," Wood said. "The 
weather, the resident and 
transient population and the 
beautiful land around the stu- 
dio are aU in our favour." 

Almost 2 million people 
live within an hour's drive of 
the park, and the resort strip 
is the holiday destination for 


one in seven Australians ev- 
ery year. The region 50 miles 
(80 kilometres) south of Bris- 
bane is the fastest-growing 
area in the nation. 

There are five other rheme 
parks in the area, including 
the current no. 1. Sea World. 
Its owners are partners with 
Warners in Movie World, 
along with Australian Movie 
Company Village Roadshow. 

Warners' research has 
shown there is no reason to 
worry whether an Amcrican- 
style park will go over well 
with Australians. 

" There are no real differ- 
ences," Wood said. "Big 
movies are big movies around 
the world. People are the 
same. " 

Warners is nor re/easing the 
cost of the 415-acre (166- 
hectare) park, but industry 
insiders put it close to $140 
million. 

Movie World will employ 
more than 400 "Cast Mem- 
bers," which has made it a 


welcome addition with locals. 
Australia’s economy has been 
slumping for months. 

"Jf anything, we think the 
recession will work for us," 
said Marketing Manager Neil 
Timmins. "Jo tough rimes. 
people are looking for oppor- 
tunities to escape reality." 

Clint Eastwood. Goldie 
Hawn. Mel Gibson and Kurt 
Russell were among the Hol- 
lywood stars who flew down 
under to attend the pre- 
opening party. 

Admission will cost 29 au- 
stralian dollars (522.60) for 
adults and $19 dollars 
($14.30) for children, which 
includes all attractions. 

Movie World is designed so 
visitors will be able to see all 
the attractions in one visit, 
even on peak days. 

Although the park is aimed 
primarily at Australians, the 
owners hope American and 
Japanese tourists also will 
visit. There will be Japanese 
subtitles and guides fluent in 


Japanese, timming said. 

Disney's Tokyo Theme 
Park is the only other major 
American-scyle theme attrac- 
tion in the world, although 
Disney also has plans for a 
Paris Disneyland. 

“The United States is satu- 
rated now," Wood said. 
“There is no concentration of 
population left to suit a major 
theme park, so developers are 
starting to look outside Amer- 
ica." 

Wood hopes to be involved 
in further overseas develop- 
ments. 

“Tve had the time of my life 
here." he said. " I’d like to 
design one, maybe two, more 
parks after this one. ” 

Wood says he would wel- 
come a new challenge. Even 
though bis career achieve- 
ments also include being a 
world champion chili cook, 
buying London Bridge and 
designing Lake Havasu City, 
Arizona, he just can't stand 
being inactive. 


Literary classics 
face changes in 

new translation* 
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2 French film producers take up the challenge 




By Patrick Olivier 

The production of films Is in danger . Televi- 
sion and big scale productions are limiting 
Innovation i Two French producers Inno- 
vate In their own way. 


PARIS — There are dearly 
two main enemies to Shn 
production: Television and 
... Hollywood. Television be- 
cause the companies tend to 
only want certain lands of 
films corresponding to a 
given formula, demanded by 
viewer-surveys. Films which 
do not St into these categor- 
ies are not bought in advance 
or coproduced. Film produc- 
tion thus finds itself danger- 
ously impoverished. There is 
bo room left for originality or 
discovery. 

To draw the crowds, there 
remains big budget cinema, 
but, in this area, American 
films dominate and, these 
kinds of 61ms also fit a given 
formula, imposed by the 
"majors* 1 (thereby limiting 
creativity) and, secondly , 
their omnipresence all over 
the world presents a single- 
sided view of the work 1 to the 
detriment of other aspects 
and other cultures. 

Two men in Fiance have 
decided to take up this dou- 
ble challenge: The indepen- 
dent producer Marin Kar- 
mitz, and Daniel Toacan du 
Phmtier, a former head of 

(SanmanL 

Marin Karmitz is the suc- 
cessful chairman and manag- 
ing director of the MK2 com- 
pany, the third biggest 
French cinema group. He has 
set the of maintaining the 

creativity and o rigi na h ty of 
cinema in Trance and in 
Euro pe. And he has given 


himself the means to do so. 

He has decided that bis 
company would do every- 
thing. Not only would it seek 
talented authors and produce 
their work, but it would also 
tpirp care of the distribution 
of the films. A 61m depends 
on its distribution. If it is not 
distributed, there are no re- 
ceipts and that means no 
61ms. So MK2 has its own 
auditoriums. A special, low- 
budget film will thus have its 
public in this specific network 
in which the public remains 
faithful to that kind of pro- 
duct. More classical 6hns by 
established directors (such as 
Resnais, Chabrol and Malle) 
will be distributed according 
to their bigger budget. Last- 
ly, Karmitz does not shun 
super-productions. Receipts 
from these f? n3n/y the special 
sector. 

MK2 operates like a pub- 
lisher’s. An anthology of 
verse is not treated like a 
bestseller. With this strategy , 
Karmitz allows young talent 
to blossom. Thanks to him 
Ravel Lounguine ’s Taxi Blues 
and Kokai Ogure’s Sting Of 
Death came out These were 
two pure Karmitz products 
with unknown authors, a 
small budget and internation- 
al success. 

Profitable films 

Marin defines his overall 
view of cinema on a Euro- 
pean scale ‘With their artistic 
tradition, Europeans are able 


to create prototypes, elitist 
objects which are carefully 
chosen and enhanced. If 
these products do not exceed 
a certain cost, they can be 
protitabie in Europe itself. 
On the contrary, the Amer- 
icans need to show their 61ms 
abroad to make up for the 
expense of super- 
productions. " 

Toscan du Plantier has set 
out to counter-attack these 
super-productions. Unlike 
the very " independent ” Kar- 
mitz, Toscan is a man Bom 
the inside who had made his 
career in big private and pub- 
lic organisations. But that 
does not stop him Bom hav- 
ing ideas. On the contrary, 
this condottiere, who tights 
up with enthusiasm as soon as 


the seventh art is broahed. 
has some far-seeing ideas. 
Since American 61ms have a 
strong monopoly in the 
world, he decided to go and 
compete with them on the 
spot with the development ot 
local production as an extra. 

He is the head of Unifr- 
ance Film , an organisation 
for promoting the cinema 
abroad, and he set up France 
Cinema Diffusion (FCD) 
aimed at winning new mar- 
kets. His first largescaie op- 
eration took him to Brazil. 

With its 150 million inhabi- 
tants, its film-loving tradition 
and its position as the bub of 
Latin America, Brazil proved 
to be an excellent test for the 
enterprising producer. He 
sinned contracts for exclusive 


showings of the most proBt- 
able French films of the year, 
with forty cinema auditor- 
iums in 32 towns. He also 
signed an agreement with the 
Abril Press Group which is to 
contribute its support in 
promoting the 61ms and will 
show the 61ms on its pay- 
television channel. 

At the end of 1990, the 
operation was begun in Rio 
with Nikita, Jean-Luc Bes- 
son's 61m. 18 61ms have been 
launched on the circuit where 
Jean-Luc Godard’s Nouvelle 
Vague has been a great suc- 
cess. 

But France Cinema Diffu- 
sion goes even further. In a 
country where , just like 
everywhere else , television 
monopolises a iarge share of 


the market with its serials and 
where the North-American 
cinema predominates, FCD 
has undertaken to produce 
films of Brazilian culture in 
the vein of the famous Cine- 
ma Novo whose masterpieces 
everyone remembers: Vidas 
Secas, The Black God And 
The White Devil, etc. 

The first project is under 
way. It is to enable Nelson 
Pereira Dos Santos , the 
country's greatest director . to 
make The Third Bank Of 
The River with European 
backing. This is a way of 
encouraging fifan creativityin 
general, through Brazilian 
creation , far from the 
stereotypes of television or 
Hollywood-L 'Actuatite en 
France. 



w—m Toscan Du Plantier, French cinema’s ambassador abroad. 
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Warsaw theatre is unique centre 



ozart opera 


By Andrew Tamowski 

Reuter 

WARSAW — Where in the 
world during Mozar* ? 
bicentenary can you 
operas and 

terfully performed by a smgte 

Venice? London? No. The . 
answer is Warsaw. * 

Arid rf *e Mosul gate 

md festivals ia Europe^ 

year only the ^ 

Opera Kameralm (mg* 
dmnber Opera) is offering 
the composer’s ** 

pertoire which nrdades lo 

world’s smallest open toow 
- a lovingly 

century Evangelical ^ 

1^200- •hej 0 ^^ 

purbas won acclaim for m 
exquisite productions m the 
style of Mozart’s tunes. 

-The tiny theatre, whose 

s^ ^ orchestra jatsre 
fa m in the ‘proportions of 


Mozart’s day, adds a special 
intimacy to performances 
which some experts and musi- 
cians bail as a unique musical 
experience. 

"Ours is the only theatre m 
the world which performs ^ afl 
23 of Mozart's stage works, 
says Stefan Sutkowski, found- 
er and artistic director of 
Opera Kameralna. 

“No other theatre does 
Mozart operas as chamber 
operas he said in an mter- 
view. l T think we are the only 
cme which does it fight." 

Staging the fell repertoire 
during the Mozart festival he 
is organising.^ year mu 
crown a lifetime's work for 
Sutkowski, who has built up 
fa Opera Kameralna over 30 

started in 1961 with a 
troupe of six musicians, two 
singers and a mime, perform- 
jjjg classical chamber opera on 
any stage be could Bod. 

Today Opera Kameralna 
has 60 soloist singers , 100 


musicians in two orchestras 
and a repertoire of 50 works 
rang ing from 12th century 
medieval dramas to Baroque 
and classic opera. 

It has a flourished particu- 
larly since 1986 when Sut- 
kowski finally found a home 
— the elegant tittle theatre in 
a secluded Warsaw square 
whose restoration he perso- 
nally supervised. 

“My aim has been to estab- 
lish a real professional centre 
of classical and especially 
Mozart opera in Warsaw 
Sutkowski said. 

Many foreign and Polish 
opera lovers think he has suc- 
ceeded. They flock to Opera 
Kameralna, often in prefer- 
ence to Warsaw’s massive 
18th century Teatr Wielki 
(Grand Theatre) Opera 
House which boasts Europe’s, 
biggest stage 

"I would put the Opera 
Kameralna among the best 
operas anywhere in the 
world." said U.S. coloratura 


tenor Barry Alexander after 
seeing its premiere of 
Mozart's musical drama Lucio 
Silla. 

"In terms of musicianship 
and technical ability of the 
singers they are certainly 
world class, ” said Alexander, 
who will sing two roles with 
the company next season. 

Stephan Nabe, director in 
Poland of the Goethe Insti- 
tute, the German cultural 
foundation , says he is im- 
pressed to find music of such 
quality in Warsaw. 

"It’s a fantastic standard of 
musicianship," he said. " Most 
of the singing voices are a very- 
high standard. Some of them 
are just out of the ordinary r. 

“Sutkowski is very purist in 
style and decor so attention is 
not distracted Bom the music 
and the art. Musically it’s very 
impressive." 

Sutkowski says it should be 
no surprise to find opera 
flourishing in Warsaw, since 


Poland has a long operatic 
tradition. 

When Eurydice was staged 
at the royal castle in 1626 — it 
was the first performance of 
an opera anywhere outside 
Italy. 

Mozart opera also has a 
long tradition in Poland, 
where Lwow and Warsaw 
were the firsr cities after Vien- 
na to stage The Magic Flute 
less than a year after Mozart’s 
death. 

Die Entfuehrung Des Serail 
was performed in Warsaw for 
King Stanislaw August 
Poniatowski in 1783 , nine 
months after its Vienna pre- 
miere. 

For maximum authenticity, 
Sutkowski has entrusted a 
single director , Ryszard 
Peryt, to stage all the Mozart 
works and a single designer to * 
do all the sets asnd costumes. 

" It's all coming Bom one 
head and it's the right way to 
do Mozart productions," Sut- 


kowski said. “We are working 
with great care for Mozart as a 
musician, as a genius and as 
an operatic composer." 

Sutkowski calls it a mistake 
to perform Mozart operas in 
big theatres, since those in 
Mozart's day were more the 
size of the Opera Kameralna 
than of the New York Metro- 
politan or London’s Covenf 
Garden. 

Barry Alexander, who has 
given recitals in Carnegie Hall 
and across Europe , says small 
is best for singers, too. 

"In larger bouses the singer 
has to sacrifice quality for 
volume,” he said. "Because 
this theatre is so small you can 
bear a pin drop and it allows 
the singer to refine and colour 
the music to get the greatest 
meaning Bom it. 


“ Anyone who wants to 
appreciate opera from the 
standpoint of style needs to 
see the Opera Kameralna of 
Warsaw. ” 


By Came Figdor 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Translators 
are revising the English edi- 
tions of literary classics to 
render their style and content 
closer to what the authors 
wrote in Russian, French. 
Spanish and other languages. 

A new translation of 
Fyodor M. Dostoevsky's The 
Brothers Karamazou. by the 
husband-and-wife team 
Richard Pevear and Larissa 
Volonkhonsky. may change 
the way non-Russian readers 
understand the novel and its 
author. Russian literature ex- 
perts say. 

"Russians say Americans 
can say nothing about Dos- 
toevsky because they have 
never read him, " Pevear said 
in a telephone interview from 
his home in Yerres, France. 
"The atmosphere of his writ- 
ing has falsified in English. " 

Dostoevsky 1879-80 mas- 
terpiece isn’t the only one 
undergoing fresh scrutiny. 
Other classics being retrans- 
lated include: 

— Marcel Proust's Re- 
membrance Of Things Past, 
by 1970 Putitzer-prizewinning 
poet Richard Howard of New 
York. The Best French edi- 
tion appeared in eight 
volumes between 1913 and 
1927. 

— Austrian novelist ' 
Robert Musil’s The Man 
Without Qualities, by Burton 
Pike of City University of 
New York. The book first 
appeared in German in 1952. 

— Spanish writer Federico 
Garcia Lorca’s greatest plays 
and complete poems, by Car- 
men Zapata and Michael De- 
well of the Los Angeles- 
based Bilingual Foundation 
of the Arts and the National 
Repertory Theatre Founda- 
tion, and under the edi- 
torship of Garcia Lorca scho- 
lar Christopher Maurer at 
Vanderbilt University. 

— Mexican writer Juan 
Rulfo’s 1955 novel Pedro Pa- 
ramo, by Margaret Sayers 
Peden. professor JEmeritus of 
Latin American h'terature at 
the University of Missouri- 
Columbia. 

— Short stories by Bengali 
writer Rabindranath Tagore , 
by Krishna Dutta in London 
and Mary Lago, English pro- 
fessor at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia. The 
stories appeared in Bengali 
between 1891 and 1925. 

What have English readers 
been studying aU these years? 
In many cases, books that 
don’t do justice to the writer, 
and thus the reader . many 
translators say. 

The new translations often 
reflect a greater understand- 
ing of the text that stems 
Bom additional research into 
the writer's life and culture. 

They also allow for a grea- 
ter range of writing styles 
than in the past and for 
changes in English usage. In 
general, translators say, 
foreign works should be re- 
translated every 30 to 50 
years to keep the books Bom 
growing “old” to the modern 
reader. 

Dostoevsky, for example, 
had his characters speak' in 
highly distinctive voices that 
earlier in this century were 
not considered good writing. 

“ The whole stylistic dimen- 
sions to bis work were consi- 
dered irrelevant or untrans- 
la table, " said Pevear, who 
described Dostoevsky in Rus- 
sian as " extremely funny.” 
Tn Musil’s case , the text 
used for the original transla- 
tion was not complete, in 
addition to other faults. In 
1978 , about 2,500 manuscript 
pages were added to the ori- 
ginal German version. About 
1,000 of these will be in- 
cluded in the new English 
edition. ” 

The new Proust will be the 
first in English to be trans- 
lated entirely by the same 
person, and will have a new 
title that is a direct transla- 
tion of. the French one; In 
Search Of Lost Time. ■ 
Howard is also using a 
more definitive French edi- 


tion, published in 1987. 

Within Garcia Lorca, his 
new translators agree the En- 
glish versions of the plays 
were impossible to recite and 
the poetic references to his 
Andalusian culture were mis- 
understood. The Spanish-lan- 
guage texts being used are 
also improved, as misprints 
were discovered when earlier 
printed versions were com- 
pared with manuscripts. 

Bur the fact is that transla- 
tions can never be perfect. 
"A translation is always an 
act of interpretation. It takes 
away the fields of ambiguity 
in the original work," said 
Rainer Schulte, director of 
the Centre for Translation 
Studies at the University of 
Texas. Dallas. 

The law and economics, 
however, often keep new 
translations from being pub- 
lished. 

The marker in translated 
works is small — about four 
per cent of total book sales in 
the United States , according 
to Peter Glassgold, co-chair- 
man of the American Pen 
Club’s Translations Commit- 
tee — and has been growing 
slowly. 

, Publishers also have 
avoided doing them because, 
of the uncertainty of dealing 
with foreign literature and 


the extra costs involved in obtain- 
ing copyrights, paying the 
translator, and more editing 
time. Translators have been , 
in general, a poorly paid lot 
who rarely get credit for their 
efforts. 

Much translated literature 
would not be available at all 
if it were not for grants Bom 
public and private founda- 
tions. universities and the 
cultural ministries of the 
countries the author is Bom. 

But the commercial succes- 
ses of two translated works — 
Gregory Rabassa’s 1967 
translation of Gabriel Garda 
Marquez ' 100 Years Of Soli - 
tude and William Weaver's 
bestselling 1983 translation of 
Italian novelist Umberto 
Eco’s The Name Of The 
Rose — have decreased the 
resistance of publishers to 
working with translations and 
increased the visibility of the 
profession. 

Another change came with 
amendments to U.S. Copyr- 
ight Law. Since March 1989 , 
U.S. law conforms to r 1 ^ 

internationally-accepted 

Berne Convention protecting 
literature and art, under 
which a work is copyrighted 
for the author's lifetime p/ U4 
50 years. 

That spurred the rush of 
new public-domain transla- 
tions of works by Garcia Lor- 
ca, who at age 38 was assaa= 
sinafed in 1936 by pro-Franeg 
forces in the Spanish Cfcfil 
War. Similarly, the works Of 
Tagore, who in 1913 became 
the first Asian winner of the 
Nobel Literature Prize, came 
into public domain next year. 

But perhaps most impor* 
rant has been the quality of 
foreign iirerarure, notably the 
Latin American literary 
"boom" that began in the 
late 1950s, roughly with 
Argentine writer Jorge Luis 
Borges. 

Although the traditions!, 
insularity of American read- 
ers has kept the numbers of 
translated texts on the (/.£, 
market relatively low. 

Between 1,500 and 1,800 g 
year compared with 6,000 to 
8,000 yearly in France Qr 
Germany, Schulte said ■ «=» 
that has been changing since 
World War n, publishers and 
translators say. 

“/ think it's a function of * 
coming of age of readers 
around the country who want 
to learn about the world as 
described by people who live 
there” said WiUis Regier, 
director of the University of 
Nebraska Press. "As lan- 
guage training here is still 
abysmal, our access to that 
world is through translation. 

Literature seems to be one 
of the best ways to find a 
common centre between peo- 
ple of different places.” 
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Study looks at 
ways to recycle 
medical waste 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY , JUNE 6-7, 1991 

Group calls for health warning on 




By Manra Griffin 

The Associated Press 

MONTPELIER, Vermont— 
The life saving business of a 
hospital operating room 
generates lots of paper and 
plastic waste. Now a recycl- 
ing experiment said to be a 
first is seeking ways to restore 
life to that surgical trash . 

“Most people think it’s 
bloody , messy stuff. IPs not , " 
says Hollie Shaner, a recov- 
ery room nurse at the Medic- 
al Centre Hospital of Ver- 
mont , “Much of it is similar 
to hotel waste.” 

The hospital’s surgical 
wing is the site this month of 
a study in separating surgical 
trash as a prelude to Ending 
ways to use it again rather 
than dump it in crowded 
landfills . 

Connie Leach, ant indepen- 
dent recycling consultant, 
said the effort — called 
Medcyde and funded by an 
11,000 grant from the Ver- 
mont Agency of Natural Re- 
sources — represents the first 
surgical recycling programme 
in the country. 

Already , she said, the hos- 
pital emergency room has 
been able to cut by 75 to 80 
per cent the amount of stuff it 
used to throw out. 

During the Gist 15 days of 
the study , more than a ton of 
garbage was diverted from 
the dump for potential re- 
use. 

“ I hope to make this a 
model for hospitals across the 
country , ” Leach said. “They 
can learn there is a way to 
control this type of waste. 91 

Shaner said separating 
hazardous, infectious waste 
from reusable trash was no 
problem because it was 
already being separated for 
safe disposal. 

“ Rccyclers think AIDS 


THE FIRST SHALL BE LAST 
By Bank Harrington 


ACROSS 
I — TV 
6 False god 
10 Ecdesaihcal 
MK> 

14 Vehemence 

19 'Whar — boy 
am I'" 

20 Fundamentals 

21 Vital pomt 

22 "Superman' 

23 Ceram actor 's 
sals’ 

25 Canon actor s 
bar bdP 

27 Even 

28 Ft river 

29 No longer 
working, abbr. 

30 — pro nobis 

31 Timetable abtx 

32 — as lance) 

34 Help' 

35 Donkey talk 

DOWN 

1 Death Valley Kora 

2 One mare tone 

3 Dangetoussv high 
waves 

4 Certain novetsl S 
nek item’ 

5 Dutch commune 

6 — training 

7 Make ashamed 

8 160 sq mas 

9 WW1I mail 

10 Pmes 

11 Wine won! 

12 Rofl 

13 Wrest 

14 hUiUry 
display 

15 Legal thing 

16 Easmg erf discord 

17 Brg hand 


and hepatitis and the New 
Jersey Beach when they think 
of medical waste/ 9 she said. 
“Most of it’s just plain old 


More than half of what gets 
thrown out in the operating 
room is packaging material. 

All instruments , gauze and 
liquid used in surgery must be 
sterile. The materials come 
hermetically sealed — double 
and even triple-packaged in 
some instances. Under the 
Medcyde programme the va- 
rious kinds of packaging are 
identified and sorted. 

The bulk of this is “blue 
wrap , ” a fabric made of pap- 
er and plastic weave used to 
cover sterilised surgical in- 
struments, stainless steel 
bowls and all other items 
used in surgery. 

Leach covers her garden 
with it to protect her plants. 

Other waste includes rigid 
plastic trays, film, white vir- 
gin boxboard, solution bot- 
tles and aluminum products. 

Leach is sending samples 
of that kind of trash to recyc- 
lers to End a potential mar- 
ket. She says many of the 
plastic products could be re- 
cycled into planters, garbage 
cans and lawn furniture. 

Before the recycling effort 
began, Shaner and Leach 
anticipated that hospital 
workers could EU about 50. 
bags a day with recyclable 
materials. More than twice 
that number are being Sited. 

Now, the two hope to pub- 
lish the results of their work 
in medical and solid waste 
journals. 

“We want to show here’s 
how to catch the stuff and 
here’s what to do with it," 
Shaner said. “And- we want 
to demonstrate to recyders 
that medical waste is not all 
dangerous or a public 
hazard 


By Nancy Benac 

The /Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The gov- 
ernment should require 
stronger warnings that the 
schizophrenia drug Clozapine 
may cause patients to stop 
breathing when they Erst 
start treatment, a consumer 
group and a team of psychiat- 
rists said. 

The consumer group Pub- 
lic Citizen, in a petition to the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration (FDA) asked that 
the drug’s manufacturer be 
required to put a prominent 
boxed warning on the label 
about the potentially fatal 
reaction. 


It also asked that the com- 
pany. Sandoz Pharmaceutic- 
als Corp. of East Hanover , 
New Jersey, be required to 
send a wanting letter to all 
psychiatrists. 

“ A simple , direct, exptidt 
wanting could save a life/’ 
said Dr. Ida Hellander of 
Public Citizen’s Health Re- 
search Group. 

Joining Public Citizen in 
the petition was a group of 18 
psychiatrists and other 
medical personnel at 
Dorothea Dix Hospital In 
Raleigh, North Carolina. In 
March, a patient at the hos- 
pital had to be revived when 
size stopped breathing 1 1-2 
hours after her Erst dose of 


the drug. 

Public Citizen , founded by 
activist Ralph Nader, said 
problems with respiratory 
arrest also bad been reported 
by researchers in Germany, 
where the drug has been on 
the market for a decade. 

Public Citizen said respira- 
tory arrest was most likely to 
occur in patients who also 
were taking anti-anxiety 
drugs known as Benzodiaze- 
pines, which include medita- 
tions such as Valium, Hal- 
don, Ativan and xanax. 

It said stronger warnings 
were needed because a sub- 
stantial percentage of Cloza- 
pine patients also take Ben- 
zodiazepines, and half of 


them may not be hospitalised 
when they start taking the 
drug. 

Sandoz spokesman Bill 
O’Donnell said the company 
has revised Clozapine’s pack- 
aging twice this year to draw 
attention to the potential ter 
respiratory arrest and is 
drafting a letter to doctors 
addressing the issue . 

“As standard practice, 
Sandoz has been wroking 
with the FDA to increase 
physician awareness to any 
and all adverse reactions, “he 
said. 

Public Citizen and the 
North Carolina doctors said 
the revised Sandoz labels 
were “grossly inadequate ” to 


alert physicians to the poten- 
tial problem with Clozapine. 

Dr. Leonard J. Friedman , 
the psychiatrist who treated 
the woman in North Caroti- 
ns, said the boxed warning 
should state that patients, 
should be off all Bezodiaze-- 
Junes for one week beftere 
starting Clozapine, and 
should be monitored for 
several hours after receiving 
their Erst dose. 

The anti-psychotic drug, 
sold under the brand name 
Clozaril, i s currently being 
taken by 11,000 people, but 
company officials say 60,000 
to 30,000 Americans are 
potential candidates for the 
medication. - • 


Usage could increase now 
that the federal, government 
has told states^afeover 

prescription drdgs nader 

Medicaid that 1hey ;bave t& 
pay for Clozapine and tet. 
accompanying tifood.mOojh 
toting system . The treatment 
-costs' thousands of dollars a? 


By Dieter Dietrich 

CATASTROPHE strikes 
overnight, as it were , when a 
previously healthy person can 
suddenly no longer End his 
way home, no longer knows 
where the toilet is and totally 
fails to recognise his — or her 
— nearest and dearest. 

These are typical symp- 
toms of Alzheimer’s disease, 
a form of senile dementia 
that strikes jn old age but 
dates back to imperceptible 
changes the patient under- 
went 30 years earlier. 

Heidelberg microbiologist 
Konrad Beyreuthcr, an inter- 
nationally renowned 
Alzheimer’s specialist who 
recentiy won a U.S.-research 
award worth nearly 
DM400,000 , see this lengthy 
incubation period as a possi- 
ble means of coping with the 
complaint. 

He feels the progress of 
Alzheimer’s, which has so far 
been rated an incurable dis- 
ease, might be brought to a 
halt or its outbreak post- 
poned to over 90, an age at 
which it will affect a limited 
number of people. 

Professor Beyreuther told 
a seminar held by Bayer 
Pharmaceuticals at Maysch - 
oss. nearBorui, he had found 


Microbiologist: Alzheimer’s may 
be kept at bay if diagnosed sooner 


signs that the symptoms 
which trigger Alzheimer's 
start with sporadic errors in 
the repair of nerve cells in the 
brain. 

These errors gradually 
spread, in a kind of chain 
reaction, to more and more 
parts of the brain, creating a 
proteinous garbage by- 
product known as amyloid. 

Amyloid accumulates in 
and between the nerve cells 
of brain, coagulates and in- 
creasingly blocks their activ- 
ity. Individual brain cells gra- 
dually die as a result. 

After 30 years masses of 
cells have died, leaving cor- 
responding quantities of gar- 
bage in the brain, which is 
suddenly no longer able to 
reroute activity to other, un- 
damaged areas. 

Latent Alzheimer's becom- 
es virulent and the patient 
increasingly reverts to the 
status of an infant. His perso- 
nality disintegrates. In the 


Weekend Crossword 


: »{, y. " ? j .. -i 


36 Basketball event 
abbr 

37 Shoe width: am*. 

38 Jaw 

39 Feel one's — 

40 Indian 

41 Vexatious ones 
43 Spel linker's 

stutter 

45 General direction 

46 Asian ruler 

47 Certain actor's 
dagger 7 

50 Wife of Zeus 

51 Catalysis 

52 Jane — " 

53 Top olt 

58 "Oh. woe old 
style 

58 Helpers. aMw 

59 Abound 

60 Rhea's cousm 

61 Shady business 


18 Redeemed a 
coupon 

24 Letter sign -oil 
26 Pencils 
29 Cenan actor's 
sleep reaKv 7 

33 — Hart 

34 Exceptional 

scholars 

35 Horn or hound 

38 Plums 

39 Smgie 

4D Work's planet 

41 Bishop 

42 Otalga 

43 Gea/s 

44 Aves 

45 Ouake 

47 Cole sound 

48 Use 0 Qsm 


63 Porora mama 
65 Fbixuen-fcw 

67 Archaic ending 

68 Nursemaid 
71 Oyster shell 

krung 

75 Before active or 


76 Date 

77 Trampled 

78 Cntxaze harshly 

79 Farm wagon 

80 Certain actors 
entree 7 

82 Retrain tram 

83 Rooster 

88 Pul baA 

87 Got w»id ot 

88 — test 

89 Waste 
allowance 

91 — fix (having 
problems) 


49 Maddens 

50 Lagomorphs 

53 Horse-man 

54 Eskimo kx one 

55 Pretense 
57 Jazz anna 

Stan 
62 Lake 
64 — wear 
86 Certain 
comedians 
haircut’ 

69 Negative prefix 

70 Loves greatly 

72 Cdomtxan river 

73 Paddy plain 

74 wapiti 

78 Nile viper 
B0 Mass cape 
81 Soak Bax 


Diagramless 21 X 21. By James Barricfc 


ACROSS 
1 Droop 

4 Garbo ol films 
6 Celebration lor 
alumni 

1 1 Stared with open 
mouth 

12 Contused light 

13 Like a desert 

15 SUtched 

16 Outer space 
creature 

(7 Low-far beverage 


DOWN 

1 Champagne word 

2 Smallest umt ot 
an element 

3 Parlor and 


guessing 

4 Agents 

5 Cnmson 

6 Seragka 

7 Job opponumiv 

8 — de-France 

9 Modern 
10 Mil. rank 


20 Long waft 

21 — compos 
mentis 

22 Bnrry 
25 Folklore 

creature 

28 Transported with 
emotion 

32 Adhere 

33 Used 10 be 

34 — podnda 

35 Boxers place 


11 Dirt 

13 Kind ol soda 

14 01 a piece 

17 Roofing piece 
IB Actor Chaney 
19 Learning 

22 Beat it' 

23 Plea ol Doing 
elsewhere 

24 Ctoth ol Hax 

26 Gym pad 

27 Curved letter 


36 Unorthodov 
rebgcns 

38 Smile 

39 Brother of Cam 

40 Anger 

41 Chili con — 

42 Excavation 

43 Writer Gioe 

46 Classified 

47 Product ol 
chicle 

48 School abbr 


2B Actor Jason 

29 Watchful 

30 Tool lor a 
carpenter 

31 Made tractable 

36 Govt agey 

37 Vase with a 
looted base 

41 Rough 

44 Uquor type 

45 Unfilled bottles 

46 Francis — Key 


92 ETA word. abbr. 

93 M*r edgvtg 

94 OT prophet 

95 Postal letters 

98 Long run 

101 901 

102 Modem: prat 

103 Br Dyers 

104 Gene hangout 

105 Bazaar event 

106 Certari actor 's 
truck’ 

109 Certain actor's 
money 7 

111 Burst lonh 

112 Exhaust 

113 Author Ludwig 

114 Raid of victory 

115 Lav Am. dance 
music 

116 Gral - 

117 Nominal 8 

118 Bottomless gulf 


B2 bnmuntzers 

83 Trawler's lakes 

84 "l Am — ' 

85 Wretched 

87 Rapaoous one 

89 Federal agents 

90 Henhouse feature 

94 Bryant or Baker 

95 Man pnneess 
assaying 

97 Walt leisurely 

98 Ursula 

99 Earthenware pots 
100 Carter and Gwyn 

103 Hard to tow 

104 Bean 

107 Some records 

108 Bigwig 

109 Veieen 

110 Trty «i Edinburgh 


49 Powerful rulers 

51 Pieiets 

52 Angling need 

56 Robber at sea 

57 Room under a 
roof 

59 Sandburg and 
Longfellow 

60 Dental-care 
Ham 

62 Ton 

63 Catch all abbr. 


48 Tapestry 
50 Sol 

52 Baseball item 
5J From — Z 

54 Prince Hnocumi 

55 Name 

56 Rain hard 
5B Informal 

conversation 

59 Paid athlete lor 
short 

61 U K TV abbr. 



Lael Week's Cryptograms 

1- Jolly young cook, straggling u> find non -ratty foods to serve, happily 
decided to just pickle everything! 

2. Plush pedestal* can no longer be fashioned for our brisk working no men 
in the marketplace. 

3. Hardly catch a handyman any more; they prosper in specialties. 

4. Florist fashions hks best beanli/ol bouquet for banquet. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I. EMHACWL SML ZMBAXf EBWEHV DV D 
Z.HKKPXW. DAI SXEDJX SB K VCDW CM 


ODAV MA JXPMA ODWJ. 


— By Earl Ireland 


!i. FTOC I B I Q XTVBA'Z MNSRVCM NOIXT 
OQXOG.AZ TVZ MMZR, ETOC ETIE'Z FT1E 1 


W B S S N VZ WSN. 


— By Gordon Miller 


3. QZ QT SFDMOMEG QZ NOT DRUG O 
UDHSEQHGRZ ZD MG LRDNR OT O UFOUL 


TOEGTHOR. 


— By Ed HuddJeson 


4 . W A A Yl'KM HGRULS YSUCH YUM EROCT 
GROWS U LAB KT EATM. —By Barbara J. Rug* 
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end he is senile and helpless 
that he forfeits even human 
dignity. 

About 70,000 Germans a 
year suffer from Alzheimer’s. 
Most are over 60. The older 
people are, the more com- 
mon tiie complaint is. It 
affects nearly one person in 
Eve aged between 80 and 90. 

Named after Viennese 
neorologist Alois Alzhei- 
mer 1864-1915, the doctor 
who identiBed the symptoms 
as those of a specific disease, 
it is the most widespread 
form of senile dementia in 
the Western /nefustriai/sed 
world. 

* It now- ranks fourth among 
the natural cases of death. 
The number of patients 
awaiting death in this way is 
currently estimated at 
800,000 in Germany alone. 

With old people set to 
make up a steadily larger 
share of the jpopulation , the 
number of Alzheimer's pa- 
tients is expected to quadru- 
ple over the next 40 years 
unless a cure is found or 
Creafinenf improves. 

So by the year 2030 there 
would be over three million 
in Germany, mainly old peo- 


ple in need of constant care 
and attention.. 

They and the problems 
they pose will be a challenge 
to which international re- 
search must come up with an 
answer. Professor 
Beyreuther feels practical 
tests should be available be- 
fore long. ~ 

They would indicate the 
extent of amyloid build-up in 
the brain, allowing inferences 
to be drawn as to the progress 
of the disease. 

If it is identiEed in its early 
stages, he feels, drugs might 
be developed to slow down 
the further progress of the 
chain reaction and maybe 
bring it to a halt. 

Calcium antagonists , for 
instance , could be taken to 
slow down the activity of the 
brain cells and reduce the 
frequency of faulty repairs. 

An ti-oxydan ts such as vita- 
min E, pro-vitamin A and 
selenium could help to pre- 
vent the destruction of nerve 
cells and reduce the need for 
cell repairs. 

If medication of this kind 
were to succeed in halving 
the amyloid accumulation 
rate and the mass' death of 




nerve cells in the brain, to- 
day's 50-year-old need not 
fear Alzheimer’s before the 
age of 95, as opposed to 80 at 
present. 

If that were possible, most 
patients in high-risk groups 
who seem destined to die of 
Alzheimer’s would die of 
other causes before reaching 
the age at which dementia 
was likely to affect them. 

No-one yet knows exactly 
how Alzheimer’s originates, 
but there are strong indica- 
tions that Professor 
Beyreuther is right in assum- 
ing that any amyloid precur- 
sor breaks up during cell re- 
pair work, leaving amyloid to 
accumulate. 

There are families in which 
Alzheimer’s frequently 
occurs and takes its course so 
fast that most patients die of 
it at the age of 55. 

A hereditary factor, a 
gene, was recently identified 
among patients in this catego- 
ry that is felt to be to blame 
for the faulty disintegration 
of this precursor protein. 

There is another congenital 
complaint, trisomia, 21, 
which leads to Down’s syn- 
drome, a form of mongoloid 




■year. .- -.v..-.-. . : y : 

Sdxteophrema is a mental 
disorder that can be chtuBpte- 
rised by a durtortion or rea^^ 
hy, delusions, halhicmations,^ 
a fragmentationof £he_p<5Eso- t 
msh ty and [bizarre bebsmor.* 
~~Tbe drag was approved by 
tie FiJA r w/3$89. EDA 
spokeswoman Eva Kemper 
said the agency had nOt re- 
viewed the petition . ; _ \ . . 


idiocy, fo - pisomia cases tite 
gene responsible for. the out- 
pur of the precursor protein 
occurs three tunes (and net 
just twice ) as frequently as 
. usual. _ 

Down’s patients aged be- 
tween 20 and 30 are found to 
have quantities of amyloid in' 
tear brain on a par with tee. 
amount that accumulates ^ 
among otherwise healthy in- 
dividuals between 70 and 8D. 

The fact teat Alzheimer’s 
occurs among . trisomia pa- - 
dents aged between 50 ami 
60, or exactly 30 years after 
their Erst amyloid deposits , ' 
as among otherwise healthy 
patients 1 , is seed as a praraHel - 
causatioml phenomenon in ' 
both cases. 

The reason why Down’s- 
syndrome patients are 
affected so much sooner by 
Alzheimer's is felt to be that 
their three, as opposed to 
two , amyloid precursor pro- 
tein genes are more active, 
malting faulty repair jobs 
likelier. 

So the signs are .teat this 
precursor proton holds tee 
key to Alzheimer’s. It is an 
indispensable prorein nerve 
cells, need to -mend 1 - minor 
damage to cell membranes. 

If emus that occur during 
this repair work are to blame 
for tee protein disintegrating 
into amyloid, the approach to 
treatment can only, be to [no- 
ted the brain cells and to 
spare them _ repair work 
wherever possible — Frank- 
furter Rundschau. 




Row over welfare state latest 
threat to ‘uncaring* Major 


By Nicholas Moore 
Reuter 

LONDON — Britain’s re- 
formist Conservative govern- 
ment has stirred up an elec- 
toral hornets* nest with a plan 
to revamp tee hallowed wel- 
fare state. 

Better-off Britons often 
take out U.S. -style private 
health insurance , just as they 
send sons and daughters to 
“public” schools , which in 
Britain means fee-paying, 
private and elite. 

And for a growing number, 
private health insurance com- 
es with tee job — a “perk” 
provided by their employer. 

But a majority hoick dear 
to its heart tee free care by 
doctors and hospitals pro- 
vided since World War h by 
the state’s taxation-financed 
National Health Service. 

Such is the passion it 
arouses that a row over Con- 
servative measures of reform 
has produced some of the 
worst parliamentary language 
heard in British politics ter 
months. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor, in a rare show of fury, 
accused his Labour oppo- 
nents of lying. Labour leader 
Neil Kinnock retorted that 
the conservatives were “pom- 
pous whingers /’ 

Kinnock, campaigning for 
a general election which Ma- 
jor must call by Jane 1992 , 
promises to levy higher taxes 
on the rich so as to spend 
more money on health care. 

IDs party infuriates tee 
Conservatives by saying that 
their reforms aimed at cutting 
costs in tee health bureaucra- 
cy, will in reality jeopardise 


patients. 

The dispute mirrors, a de- 
bate in many advanced in- 
dustrial Democracies: bow to 
finance subsidised care in an 
era when people Eve longer 
and new drugs and surgical 
techniques are increasingly 
expensive? 

It is a conundrum as old as 
tee pioneering British 
National Health Service it- 
self. 

This was introduced in 
1946 by Anemia Bevan , a 
/eft-wing firebrand and 
Labour government health 
minister whose system has 
endured as the basi s of Brit- 
ish State Medical Care. 

Bevan provided free treat- 
ment for everyone , from cra- 
dle to grave. Hospitals were 
state-funded. Family doctors 
were paid a fee by the state 
for each patient on their 
books. 

The new service led to 
extraordinary public de- 
mand, says historian Henry 
Pelting in his book “Modem 
Britain. ” 

“The expense of the 
scheme to tee exchequer was 
consequently much more 
than had been anticipated... ’’ 

PeUing says the facilities 
“ often remained inadequate 
but they were widely appreci- 
ated by the public.” 

The Conservatives, re- 
elected in 1951, vowed not to 
reperal Sevan's legislation. 

In tee 1980s, however, 
Margaret Thatcher’s pre- 
miership brought an abrasive 
new right-wing approach in 
charting Conservative polfc 
cies. 

And although a rebellion 
by Conservative backbench 


legislators forced her to res- 
ign last November, successor 
John Major inherited a pro- 
ject she launched to reform 
state medical care. 

This allows hospitals, while 
remaining in tee National 
Health Service, to become 
“Trust Hospitals” and opt 
out of its financing system. 
Those which decide to do this 
manage their own budgets as 
state trusts. 

Family doctors may also 
take part. They still get state 
funds ter each patient but can 
buy hospital care for those 
who need it at whatever hos- 
pital seems to offer tee best 
deal. 

The Conservatives say this 
hybrid — an evolving free 
market within a state service 
— will in time prove more 
efficient. 

Hospitals will adopt com- 
petitive management techni- 
ques, Ere surplus workers 
and devote more funds to 
medicine, tee Conservatives 
say. 

Labour with backing from 
trade unionised health work- 
ers, its traditional supporters, 
and also by many doctors in 

tbeBrithish Medical Associa- 
tion, a professional body, dis- 
agrees. 

Many doctors, back in 
1946, opposed Sevan’s new 
National Health Service, 
fearing it threatened their 
professional freedom. 

The fear now is teat Con- 
servative cost-cutting will cre- 
ate two-tier public health that 
would offer privileges for pa- 
tients of doctors who play the 
new system. 

The principle of care 
according to clinical need 


would go. Labour charges, in 
a step towards a U.S.-styie 
system in which being ill can 
bring financial ruin. 

The smouldering row blew 
up in mid-may when Labour 
won a parliamentary by-elec- . 
don in what had been a 
“safe” Conservative consti- 
tuency at Monmouth in 
Wales. The Labour candidate 
alleged government pressure 
on a local hospital “to opt out 
of tee National Health Ser- 
vice.” 

A furious John Major said: 
T challenge Neil Kinn ock to 
withdraw bis tie. But it seems 
Labour prefer lies and in- 
nuendo to the troth/' 

Other government minis- 
ters echoed the “great tie ” 
theme, but Labour shrugged 
it off and said tee by-election 
result demonstrated public 
dissatisfaction with tee Con- 
servatives’ approach to 
health care. 

With a general election : 
looming eyer-e/oser. Major’s 
1 premiership may now depend 
on bow fast can convince 
a suspicious electorate that 
he is not dism antling the 
health service, and dispel his 
party's non-caring image. 

A recent opinion poll 
showed the Conservatives, 
with 38 per cent support, had 
slipped behind Labour on 42 
per cent. The centrist Liberal 
Democrats were third with 16 
per cent 

Perhaps more significantly 1 
at this stage, the poll in tee \ 
Observer newspaper also 
showed that the future of the 
National Health Service bad 
become the issue about which 
both Conservative and 
Labour voters are most con- 
cerned. 
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Abdul Jabbar 
Salman — from 
sand to infinity 


By AdH Kamil 

The following article is reprinted 
from the Baghdad Observer 

THE pioneers' generation of 
painters has left a strong impact 
on the contemporary art move- 
ment in Iraq. With their return 
from studies and training in Paris, 
Rome and London, the art move- 
ment gained a new momentum. 
These artists were very active in 
planting the first seeds of modem 
art in Iraq. 

The most important thing ab- 
out the pioneers is that most of 
them became lecturers at the Fine 
Arts Academy and Fine Arts 
Institute. 

Their distinguished role lies in 
motivating new groups of art lov- 
ers and enthusiasts, who in turn 
continued a leading role towards 
establishing a contemporary art 
movement in Iraq. 

Among those artists was Abdul 
Jabbar Salman who was mostly 
influenced by Fa’iq Hassan and 
Esma'il Ai Shaikhli, two veteran 
painters. Salman, a realist, was 
most influenced by environment 
and surroundings. 

His paintings reflected a special 
sensitivity towards colours which 
almost reach the degree of trans- 
parency. 

Salman justifies his being a 
realist by saying that realism pro- 
vides “a basis for the future." It is 
: like -the importance of -mastering 
language by writers and. poets. So 
■he .spent-the early beginning of 
Ins career depicting cinral life, 
paying a special attention to the 
dafly life of the fanners. 

Until the early 15170s, Salman 
was known as a multifarious pain- 
ter who showed no interest in 
depicting still life, but instead 
kept penetrating beyond objects, 
giving them the force of life itself. 

Though his early paintings 
were almost documentary in na- 
ture, he later tended to deal with 
a new theme, the desert with all 
its features that differed front his 
familiar theme. 

In this regard, Salman said that 
he “lerved the space, the mystery 
of the sand, and those people — 
the bedouins — who live in the 
open air, away from cities. 

The desert became his main 
concern and his favourite topic. 
When he went to Saudi Arabia, 
Sahnan was preoccupied with the 
sand, to the point of obsession as 
he was with the sun and ultimate 
space. 

This preoccupation with the 
desert reflects a total rejection of 
modern European trends which 
dominated worfci of many pain- 
ters and sculptors. Salman opted 


not to imitate the European 
schools, in defiance of their great 
impact on the contemporary Iraqi 
art movement in particular, and 
on the Arab art movement in 
general. Abdul Jabbar Salman 
has also succeeded in establishing 
his own style and artistic vision 
aw ay from the extremist trends in 
art. 

Salman never tried surrealism 
or cubism, but he continued to 
paint what he actually saw on the 
one hand and reflected his origi- 
nality and his own vision on the 
other. In both cases, the theme of 
the desert had stimulated him to 
study the colour of ‘the sun and 
sand and their effects on the life 
of people. 

Salman is a painter of the 
environment who does not care 
much for extremist trends and 
limited individual topics. He finds 
an argumentative interaction be- 
tween what is subjective and what 
is objective. The wrold of the 
desert with ail its mystery, coarse 
nature and immemorial history 
has attracted him. He has re- 
sponded to this vast world which 
we rarely notice in the modern 
European trends. 

Abdul Jabbar Salman is also a 
lover of open air and natural 
surroundings. In addition to that, 
his paintings are derived from 
reality and from the hidden 
memories of the new inhabitants 
of the cities. 

Though he started with real- 
ism. he slowly and quietly de- 
veloped his style to establish a 
highly individual style. In this 
way, be reminds us of Khalid A I 
Jadir’s experience, a magic ex- 
perience with all its colours de- 
rived from Iraqi environment. 

Sahnan did not give up the 
colour of the sun, the smell of the 
day and the warmth of sand. 
With the passage of time — and 
along with the experience of 
more than 25 years — these 
symbols were developed into an 
- artistic concept, peculiar to the 
artist and reflected in his sensitiv- 
ity, which in his words evokes the 
depth of his vision. 

The sensitivity seems as if 
taken from the concept of the 
desert, which has made him 
adopt a new style close to abstrac- 
tion. 

The artist's output shows his 
artistic development and his ori- 
ginality in choosing topics to 
paint and his attempts to give his 
local experience an international 
dimension. Starting with the 
sand, he leads his viewers to a 
mysterious world, vast, open and 
-boundless. His world probably 
ponders the human psyche, which 
knows no limits. 
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Iraq in the eyes of a western reporter 


AP reporter Mark FriU and 
Kuwaiti translator Salah Zamani 
were arrested by Iraqi police May 
12 at the Iraq-Kuwaif border. 
They were taken to Baghdad, 

freed and escorted to the Jorda- 
nian border on a five-day. 1. 120- 
kilomcires journey through a na- 
tion reeling from war. Here is an 
account of the trip 

ALONG THE BAGHDAD 
HIGHWAY — To travel from 
one end of Iraq to the other is to 
see a wounded army struggling to 
its feet and an omnipresent police 
force on constant watch. 

It is to see vehicles creeping 
past huge holes in sagging 
bridges, filthy children hawking 
American cigarettes on wind- 
blown roads, masses of black- 
robed women waiting for water 
rations in battered cities. 

h is to see new paint splashed 
over old anti-government graffiti, 
slow repairs on blasted buildings 
and hundreds of punched-out 
poster frames being refitted with 
pictures of Saddam Hussein. 

Most of all, it is to see men in 
uniform guarding checkpoints, 
examining passports, fixing 
tanks. 

The Baghdad highway that 
crosses this enigmatic nation be- 
gins at the fraq-Kuwaii border, 
recently vacated by U.S. troops, 
and runs north to Basra, which 
was briefly held by Shi'ite Muslim 
rebels. 

It swings west to Baghdad, 
where cab drivers point out 
bombed buildings as if they were 
landmarks, then slices through 
the desert tp the Jordanian bor- 
der. On the highway, trucks again 
carry food to a nation reeling 
from war and revolt. 

The border town of Safwan. at 
Iraq's back door, is like a well- 


worn mat crossed by Iraqi troops 
invading Kuwait. U.S. forces 
driving them back and thousands 
of refugees fleeing the Shi’ite 
rcvuli. 

Two weeks agu, American 
troops vacated a zone that in- 
cluded Safwan and U.N. obser- 
vers were deployed in their place. 

On May 11. Iraqi police, most 
sent from Baghdad, returned to 
establish civil authority. They 
were greeted with organised fan- 
fare. Children sang and waved 
flags. Anti-Saddam slogans were 
painted over with new ones. 

"Death to the traitors of Iraq." 
and "Saddam is the pride of loyal 
Iraq” arc among the sayings now 
scrawled on sun-bleached stone 
buildings. 

Electricity and mail delivery 
still have not been restored, but 
no one complains. 

“The forces of Saddam are 
back in charge and everything is 
excellent. “ said Saad Turki, 22. a 
tomato farmer. 

lie said there was fighting 
when pro-Saddam residents be- 
gan rounding up the leader's cri- 
tics a few days before the police 
arrived. 

"We took legal charges against 
them," he said, hut would not 
elaborate. 

Bombed-out tanks and trucks 
litter the 25-mile stretch of road 
from Safwan to Basra. Trucks 
tow damaged tanks to a huge 
repair yard just south of the city. 

The Iraqi army, once in dis- 
array . is again organised and 
alert. Troops and armour are 
deployed in formation along the 
highway, just 3(1 minutes from 
Kuwait. 

Basra bears deep scars from 
the Shi'ite uprising that spread 
through southern Iraqi cities after 
the war. The city hall is gutted. 


Only the frame remains from a 
two-story portrait of Saddam that 
once adorned the building. 

Authorities blame the rebels 
for damage to buildings and utili- 
ties. Independent reports say the 
army wrecked the towns while 
crushing the rebellions. 

Iraqi police say many rebels 
were Iranians organised and 
armed by Iran, whose frontier is 
J5 miles from Basra. 

But driver Yousef Gan as. 49. 
says he saw an Iranian helicopter 
pick up rebels outside the south- 
ern city of Nasiriyah. 

A night spent in Basra was 
quiet. Electricity was cut off 
several times. 

“The town is 100 per cent 
under control." a police official 
said. 

"How is George Bush doing?” 
He asked a reporter, who replied 
that the U.S president was doing 
fine after treatment for an 
irregular heartbeat. 

"1 hope he dies.” the cop said, 
laughing. 

Allied jets bombed bridges 
along the Baghdad highway. 
Many are punctured or dip like 
rolled-coaster tracks. 

Between Baghdad and Basra, 
half the twin span crossing the 
confluence of the Tigris and Eup- 
hrates rivers has collapsed. A pon- 
toon bridge has been built for 
westbound traffic. 

Farther west. Amarah bears 
the same scars of rebellion as 
Basra. Public buildings are in 
ruins. 

In villages, crowds of women 
robed in black gather at giant 
tanks where soldiers distribute 
fresh water. 

Innumerable peddlers, many of 
them children, line the highway 
and city streets, hawking Amer- 
ican cigarettes. Granola bars. Ira- 


Despots preach democracy to Sudan 


By Abdul Bari Atwan 

From A I Ouds A I Arahi. London 


NOBODY disputes the fact that 
General Omar Hassan A I Bashir 
and his comrades m the "re- 
volution of salvation" seized . 
power in a military coup which 
put an end to a period of 
democratic rule in Sudan. 

Neither can they dispute that 
Jaafar Numeiri came to power 
in the same way. or that he 
consolidate his rule over the 
years with blood. So Numeiri is 
hardly in a position to question 
the legitimacy of the present 
Sudanese regime or that of any 
other country, to criticise the 
recent amnesties, or to tell 
Bashir that he is not empo- 
wered to issue them. Numeiri’s 
own history is replete with the 
granting and withdrawal of 
such amnesties. Moreover, he 
has the distinction of being the 
only modern Sudanese leader 
to have been swept from power 
by a mass popular revolution. 
He is also the last person on 
earth entitled to criticise the 
implementation of Sharia laws, 
for it was in his glorious reign 
that they were first introduced 
— including the amputation of 
thieves' limbs and the whip- 
ping of alcohol drinkers. And 
it was he who became the first 
Sudanese military ruler to form 
a coalition with fundamentalist 
groups. Sudan today is suffo- 
cated by economic problems 
and crises. Bui they were not 
caused primarily either by the.* 
present regime or the demo- 
cratic government that pre- 
ceded it. In the main they date 


from the corruption of the 
Numeiri years. As he switched 
between the ideologies of the 
- far left and extreme right. 
Sudan's resources turned into 
investments and companies 
based in London. Paris and 
Geneva. 

I confess that I was horrified 
to see the miserable condition 
of Khartoum as f walked 
through its dusty, pot-holed 
streets. The rutted roads and 
dilapidated bridges looked as 
though they had not been 
maintained since the day they 
were built by the British. This 
was not the fault of the govern- 
ments of the past four years, 
but the accumulation of many 
previous years of neglect. 

The same can be said for 
Sudan's debts built up over the 
years when Numeiri and his 
group reigned. None of that 
bunch are even in jail now. 
although had this been another 
Arab country, it is doubtful 
any of them would still be 
alive. 

We may differ with the 
Sudanese regime or agree 
with it. That is not the point. 
The issue is how can dignity be 
restored to Sudan, confidence 
returned to its people, and the 
wheels of production set in 
motion again so it can fetd 
itseir before progression to its 
much-touted status as "bread- 
basket of the Arab World.” 

'Sudan needs democracy, 
yes. But we must also keep in 
mind that democracy cannot 


be brought about by an 
alliance of undemocratic ele- 
ments. or by tribal rulers who 
exploited the democratic 
period to make quick profits, 
milk the people dry. sell off 
. donated oil cargoes or trade in. 
the Food shipments sent to the 
hungry. 

We must also always remem- 
ber that the states and regimes 
which most enthusiastically 
welcomed Bashir's take-over 
of power had besieged the 
democratic government and 
spared its effort to ensure it 
failed. One recalls the sad sight 
of Sadiq AI Mahdi travelling to 
the Gulf capitals. literally 
pleading for help in confront- 
ing famine and rebellion just 
weeks before Bashir's coup. 
His appeals were met with 
indifference, largely because 
he sought to maintain normal 
relations with Iran which at the 
time was considered an enemy 
by the Gulf states. 

We were pleased to see the 
current regime release all poli- 
tical prisoners, though it must 
be stressed that the majority 
should never have been jailed 
in the first place. W'e were also 
pleased to see Sudan refuse to 
accept the humiliation of the 
IMF. and stand up for princi- 
ple during the Gulf war rather 
than sell it for a handful of 
petrodollars. 

But this can not substitute 
the desperate need for demo- 
cracy and pluralism, not just in 
Sudan, bur in Kuwait. Saudi 
Arabia. Egypt. Algeria and 
everywhere else in the Arab 
World * 


nian pistachios and other smug- 
gled goods. 

Youngsters spread their wares 
on cardboard boxes set up on 
roadsides and sidewalks. One 
grimy lirtle boy sat forlornly, 
offering matchbooks for a few 
pennies each. 

Women seem to do most of the 
physical labour, tilling fields, 
leading pack mules, balancing 
baskets of dates or grain on their 
heads. Most men are in uniform. 

Policemen and soldiers hold 
privileged positions in Iraq. The 
right identity card gets a quick, 
reverential wave through check- 
points and at the front of long gas 
lines. 

Many policemen drive late- 
model cars and trucks with 
Kuwaiti plates. In the subterra- 
nean command centre of the 
Baghdad police department, 
young officers lounge, joke and 
drink' tea for hours. 

One day. an officer trooped a 
large man into his supervisor’s 
office and said the prisoner was 
found with the identity card of a 
high-ranking soldier. 

The man's wrists were bound 
behind his back with tape. His 
face was a portrait of terror. The 
much smaller police officer, 
clutching a thick elastic cord, 
hustled 'him back into the dim 
corridor. 

Loud cracks and hysterical 
cries echoed off the grimy walls. 

"No. please. Let me talk to 


someone so I can explain " The 
man screamed. He was dragged a 
bit, beaten, pulled down the cor- 
ridor. beaten, until IS minutes of 
anguished cries faded away. 

The other officers were non- 
chalant. Nobdoy cocked an ear, 
traded a glance or looked up from 
his paperwork. 

The stretch of highway from 
Baghdad to Jordan is one of the 
most forsaken places in Iraq. 
Sandstorms blot the sun with a 
blinding, azure fog of talcum-like 
dust. 

Even here, portraits of Saddam 
abound, dressed in blue suit and 
while lie. army green. Arab 
headdress — grinning, glaring, 
gazing. 

A secret-police officer assigned 
to escort a reporter and interpre- 
ter out of Iraq tried to convince 
(hem of Saddam's greatness. 

"I think Saddam is very 
strong," he said. "Thirteen coun- 
tries must go against him. Amer- 
ica. Britain. UH, Luxembourg 

He pondered a fourth finger 
and gazed off. trying to remem- 
ber more. 

Trailing their truck was a taxi 
hired ro drive the officer back to 
Baghdad. The elderly driver said 
his 18-year-old daughter died 
while sleeping in the Baghdad 
bunker bombed by allied planes. 

He said his son was a soldier in 
the Iran-Iraq war and was listed 
as missing. He expressed no bit- 


terness or anger, only sorrow 
A tiny military post 200 mi 
west of Baghdad, in the heart 
the desert that dominates weste 
Iraq, was far from Kuwait a 
regions where the heaviest fig] 
ing occurred. 

Nonetheless, a giant radio to 
er has been destroyed. An offic 
said it was blown up by a It 
company of nine U.S. bradl 
fighting vehicles. 

He told an American report 
without rancor that two of } 
men were killed. 

"Did you kill any of them' 
The secret-police officer ask* 
eagerly. 

“No," the soldier said. 

"Did you wound any of then 
The policeman asked. 

"No," the soldier said. 

The soldier had his mechan 
look at the reporter's siallt 
track. Poor Iraqi gasoline hi 
gummed the fuel filter and ca 
buretor. 

Iraq has been unable to obta 
some necessary gasoline adc 
lives, and a common complaint 
that many cars no longer run 

Rutbah . 100 miles east of Jo 
dan. is not so much a city as 
mammoth trucksiop filled wi 
parts stores, garages, restaurant 
and food shops, all catering 
men who earn their dinars plyii 
the Baghdad highway. 

Scores of stores sell smuggle 
goods, including processed pa 
tries from hated Saudi Arabia 
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Your children will love their holi- 
day in Cyprus and gain new en- 
ergy, in a healthy atmosphere. 
Fresh foods, entertainment 
parks, and all kinds of sports 
are there for them, all at low 
costs. Welcome. 

For information, please contact your 
nearest travel agent or write directly to: 

1 2 ii m. i mi 


Cyprus Tourisn? OrgaubaUa? 

| CVI'lllS Alim AYS 

Fax: 357 - 2 - 366744 

P.O.BOX: 4535 - Tlx: 2165 CYTOUR - CY, 
NICOSIA - CYPRUS 



JORDAN MARKET PLA €£ 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, Affi FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVBtlES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 



Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m, 

6:30-Midnight 


IBB 


eL 810605, 810608, 
VC 810520. 





ff exclusive gift shopVs 

H Italian shoes, 

I leather goods, 1 

I perfumes. lighters, ] 

I watehes,pens, j 

I silverware, I 

I porcelain, I 

I .crystalware etc. I 


Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight v 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sizm 30% large r 

* Free onlargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


, 4 n: Yi» 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7,30-11.30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



Australia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
in Jordan. 


ALl Types Of Insurance : 

• MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•fIRE • TRAVEL COUPON 1 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT • ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax:612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE S> 5 UKK DELUXE 

APARTMENTS VILLAS 
SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 


JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 

,fe2«|l|la 


Amman -Tel 668T93 
P.0. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 

§ INT'L EST. 

■ packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agents an owe. mo wood 

Tel: 864090 , Fix: 890852 
Thu 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 928487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 


Leonardo 
Da Vinci ^§2 
Restaurant ^||S§ 

‘Hosiinc saner 1977 


SHMIBANt 

TEL.BBS44I.EDBBBI 















Edberg beaten by Courier 


(R) — Top seed Stefan 
cdoerg of Sweden was knocked 
out of the French Open tenths 
championships Wednesday, 
beaten in four sets by ninth seed 
Jim courier of the United States. 

Courier, who had never before 
readied a Grand Slam quarter- 
final, beat the world number one 
2-6 6-3 6-4 to move on to 
Friday's semifinal with 12th seed 
Michael Stich of Germany. 

Courier bad beaten Edberg 
once before, at Basel in 1989, 
before the Swede was no. 1, but 
bad lost their last three encoun- 
ters. 

4 T pretty much played my nor- 
mal game," Courier said. “It’s 
the first time I’ve beaten the no. 1 
player in the world ... Tm a little 
bit happy.” 

Courier benefitted from numer- 


ous errors by Edberg, including 
two in the final game. Tire Amer- 
ican also was tacky — his derisive 
service break in the seventh game 
of the last set came when he 
seemed to mis-hit the ball and it 
looped over Edberg’s head as the 
Swede charged the net. 

The last time foe United States 
had two semifinalists was in 1984, 
when John McEnroe beat Jimmy 
Connors before losing foe final to 
Ivan Lendl. 

Stich ’s advance gave Germany 
two French Open semifinalists for 
foe first time in foe tournament's 
history. 

Stich, an occasional practice 
partner of Becker but not a dose 
friend, said he would prefer to 
meet Becker rather than Agassi if 
be makes foe final. 

“His game is a bit easier for me 


to play than Agassi,” Stich said. 
“An all-German final would be 
great for German tennis.” 

Stich said he, like all other 
German players, can't help but 
feel they are in Beckers shadow. 

“He’s just better than all the 
other players,” Stich said. 

The women’s semifinals, sche- 
duled for Thursday, involve 
perhaps foe four best day-court 
players in foe world, and all four 
are eager for the showdowns after 
many tediously easy matches m 
foe early rounds. 

“When I get to foe semis, it’s a 
relief," said Monica Seles, foe 
top seed and defending cham- 
pion. “I know from here on in I 
have to play great tennis.” 

First in line for Seles is one of 
foe two women vying to usurp her 
no. 1 ranking, third-seeded Gab- 


riels Sabatini. Each has lost only 
one set in foe first five rounds. 

Steffi Graf, also in the hunt for 
foe no. 1 spot, plays Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario in Thursday's 
other semifinal. It's a battle of 
two former French Open cham- 
pions. neither of whom has lost a 
set thus far. 

The only semifinalist who 
hasn't won foe tournament be- 
fore is Sabatini, owner of foe best 
won-lost record on foe tour this 
year. 

“I have a very tough match,” 
Seles said. “If I win. I have 
another tough match.” 

One of the men's semifinals 
was set Tuesday, when Boris 
Becker and Andre Agassi de- 
molished their quarterfinal foes. 
Agassi routed Jakob Hlasek in 75 
minutes, 6-3, 6-1, 6-1, while 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kankkunen wins Acropolis Rally 

LAGONISSI, Greece (R) — Finn Juba Kankkunen, driving a 
Lancia, won the 1,776-km Acropolis Rally Wednesday, the fifth 
round of foe world championship. Kankkunen finished 58 seconds 
ahead of Spanish world champion Carlos Sainz in a Toyota. Italy’s 
Massimo Biasion, also in a Lancia, was third. 

Generous wins Epsom Derby 

EPSOM, England (R) — Alan Monro, widely tipped as a future 
champion jockey, won his first Epsom Derby horse racing classic 
Wednesday with 9-1 chance Generous. Munro, 24, and riding in 
only his second derby, sent Generous clear with 400 metres to 
race and was not troubled to bold off 14-1 Shot Maiju, the Mount 
of Willie Carson, by five lengths. Irish raider star of Gdansk, 
ridden by Christy Roche, also at 14-1, made late headway to 
match third place. Munro, who rode a 20-1 winner in the race 
prior to foe Derby, has just returned from four days suspension. 
The victory was a brilliant start to his new association as retained 
jocky to Saudi Arabian Prince Fahd Salman. 

Colombian suspension to be lifted 

ASUNCION (R) — Colombia’s home match ban will be lifted 
November 30, the South American Football Confederation (CSF) 
said Tuesday. The CSF suspended Colombia from hosting 
internationals last September after gunmen threatened match 
officials before a Libertadores Cup game between Altetico 
National of Medellin and Brazil’s Vasco Da Gama a month, 
earlier. A CSF official said it was believed Colombian soccer had 
overcome the violent circumstances which led to foe incident. 

Heams doesn’t plan retirement 

LAS VEGAS ( AP) — Just when he was supposed to be planning 
his retirement, Thomas Heams finds himself planning his boxing 
future. A day after upsetting previously undefeated Virgil Hill to 
win his sixth world title, Hearns mulled his options as the World 
Boring Association (WBA) light heavyweight champion. ‘Tm 
-definitely revived with this fight,” Heams said Tuesday. “It 
opened up a lot of people's eyes in foe boxing world. People 
thought Thomas Heams was tired and finished in boring. That's 
not the case at all.” Heams, supposedly washed up at the age of 
32, won a portion of foe 175-pound (79.5-kilogramme) title for a 
second time, taking a unanimous decision over an opponent five 
years his junior while handling Hill his first loss in 31 fights. 

Lendl wins first match 

BECKENHAM, England (AP) — Top-seeded Ivan Lendl, 
returning to action after a hand injury, downed Britain’s Jonathan 
Haycock 6-2, 6-4 Tuesday in foe Beckenham grass court tennis 
tournament. Lendl, who withdrew from the French Open because 
of foe injury, showed no signs of discomfort daring the 64-minute 
second-round match. Meanwhile, Pat Cash, the 26-year-old 
Australian is also competing in foe grass court tournament as a 
warm-up to Wimbledon. He defeated Jake Martyn of Britain 6-3, 
6 - 1 . 

Walker wins 8th stage in Milk race 

SWANSEA, Wales (AP) — Overall leader Chris Walker snatch- 
ed victory in the eighth stage of the round-Britain Milk Race 


Tuesday after a mass sprint to foe finish line. Seventy-four riders 
were credited with foe same time as Walker, covering foe 117 
miles (188 kilometres) in 4 hours 56 minutes 14 seconds. 
Dutch map Bob Rasenberg was second and Jan Bogaert of 
Belgium was third. Overall, Walker was 22 seconds ahead of 
Simeon Hempsall of England and another three seconds ahead of 
Keith Reynolds, also of Britain. American cyclist Darren Baker 
maintained his high overall position as the 87 riders tackled their 
toughest day in foe ride from Gloucester over five climbs. Baker 
finished 28th and remained eighth overall, one minute and 58 
seconds behind Walker with four days to go in the 1,150-mile 
(1,850- kilometre) race. 

Chioccioli retains pink jersey 

FELINO, Italy (AP) — Italy’s Massimo Ghirotto rode alone foT 
foe last 60 kilometres Tuesday and captured the ninth stage of foe 
Tour of Italy by 31 seconds — his first career victory in the Giro. 
Franco Chioccioli, who finished 14th — amidst the main pack 2 
minute and 23 seconds behind the winner, retained the pink 
jersey of overall leader. It was the fifth straight day Chioccioli had 
maintained his eight-second advantage over Spanish veteran 
Marino Lejarreta and 57-second margin over Claudio Qiiappucci 
in third. Lejarreta, Chiappucci. Frenchman Laurent Fignon and 
defending champion Gianni Bugno completed the stage in the 
same time as Chioccioli. American Greg Lemond, who had 
difficult on two tough mountain passes in the last part of the stage, 
finished 13:22 behind Ghirotto and severely hurt his chances for a 
first-ever victory in the Italian Tour. The three-time Tour De 
France winner fell more than 16 minutes behind Chioccioli. 

Borg training for comeback 

ROME (AP) — Bjorn Borg is training for his comeback in a 
Grand Slam tennis tournament but it’s unlikely it will be at 
Wimbledon next month, his trainer said Tuesday. Paolo Bertoluc- 
ci, a former Italian Davis Cup player who is supervising Borg’s 
workouts at Riano, near Rome, said foe 3l-year-old Swede has 
not yet derided which kind of racket to use in his next tournament 
appearance, wherever that might be. Using an obsolete wooden 
racket, foe five-time Wimbledon champion loast a first-round 
match in straight sets to unseeded Spaniard Jorde Arrese in 
Monte Carlo in April. Borg’s appearance in Monaco was his first 
following a eight-year retirement from professional tennis. Borg 
has been testing several modem, mid-size rackets in Riano. 
Bertolucci said Wimbledon organisers are willing to give Borg a 
wild card for foe next edition of foe most prestigious European 
tournament “but I am 99 per cent sure he will not play there.” 

Inter negotiates German player, new coach 

MILAN (AP) — UEFA Cup champion Intemazionale Of Milan 
is negotiating for foe transfer of German midfielder Matthias 
Sammers and may sign another German, Franz Beckenbauer, as 
coach, club sources reported Tuesday. Sammers, 21, who plays 
with Stuttgart in the Bundesliga, would replace countryman and 
defender Andreas Bretune on Inter Roster. Brehrae is expected 
to join Verona, which earned promotion from the Italian second 
divirion to the major league next season. Inter has already said its 
German pair of Lothar Matthaus and Jurgen Klinsmann will 
return next season. Beckenbauer, whose contract with OJym pi- 
que Marseille expires this month, would replace Giovanni 
Trapattoni, who has re-joined Juventus of Turin. 


Peanuts 



LET'S SAY I NEVER 
REALLY REAP "THE 
BROTHERS KARAMAZOV' 



AND LET'5 SAY INSTEAD OF 
WRITING A REPORT, I SAVE 
THE TEACHER 50ME SPRING 
FLOWER5...DO YOU THINK 
THAT WOULD FOOL HER? 


ABSOLUTELY. SIR! 
TEACHERS ARE VERY 
NA(V£..THEftOWER5 
TRICK FOOLS THEM 
EVERY TIME... 



I HATE TALKING 
TO YOU, MARGE! 



Andy Capp 
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Stefan Edberg 

Becker said he played “almost 
perfect” tennis against Michael 
Chang, winning 6-4, 64, 6-2. 

Agassi and Becker have split 
their six head-to-head matches, 
with Agassi winning the last 
three. 

Sabatini bad the toughest pre- 
lude to the semifinals. Twice a 
point from defeat against Jana 
Novotna, she battled to a 5-7, 7-6 
(12-10), 6-0 victory, winning 10 of 
the la st 11 games in what she 
described as one of her greatest 
comebacks. 

Sabatini trailed 5-2 in the 
second set before rallying, and 
she twice saved match points in 
foe tie-breaker. Thai, seemed to 
demoralise Novotna, the sixth 
seed, who succumbed meekly in 
foe final set. 

“I gave everything in the first 
two sets,” Novotna said. “I felt 
there was not much left mentally 
to fight for.” 

Sabatini. like the other semi- 
finalists, said she was looking 
forward to the upcoming show* 
downs. 


• * 


“Now, it will be the big match- 
es,” said the Argentine, whose 
record this year is 40-3. 

Seles won 6-0, 7-5 over 
seventh-seeded Condrita Mar- 
tinez of Spain, who dropped the 
first set in 23 minutes but battled 
gallantly in an hour-long second 
set. 

Graf improved her career re- 
cord against France’s Nathalie 
Taoziat to 14-0 with a 6-3, 6-2 
victory. Sanchez Vicario, seeded 
fifth, overpowered no. 4 seed 
Mary Joe Fernandez, also 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

Sanchez Vicario, who as a 17 
year old beat Graf in the tide 
match here two years ago, said 
she felt no qualms about a re- 
match. 

“I have nothing to lose,” she 
said. *TD go oof and play my 
game.” 

Graf also was asked about the 
1989 final. 

“People wiQ always remember 
it," she said. “But FU try to make 
the memory change and do better 
this time.” 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 7, 1991 

Sy TTiomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
vitally important day and evening 
to go along with what others expect 
of you or you can friends or sup- 
port. Avoid a confrontation with a 
contentious in the PM. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Much contemplation and though, 
can bring answers that are most 
satisfactory to you and which you 
would like to live under for the 
coming days. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your present circle of friends seem 
to have gotten into a rut with you 
but you are able to change that 
now so there is a new electricity 
present. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your worldly position in some 
respects need to be reconsidered 
and thought out along lines that 
give you more success in public and 
in other way. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There are a considerable 
number of new ideas that now 
occur to you but you need to be 
prepared to make some drastic 
changes if you accept them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you are able to get at the tasks at 
hand and get rid of them by doing 
them yourself and not expecting 
associates to lift a finger by your 
ideas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Study what you can do that 
brings you the greatest amount of 
pleasure at the least cost and join 
friends and mate in recreations you 
all like. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Listen to what your own family 
has co say about how they feel you 
can have more success in the world 


of outside activity and follow their 
advice. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Think about that course 
that can bring you more rewards of 
a pleasant nature and.take some of 
the burden from you for a -little 
whQe so you can relax. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do those things now 
that can eliminate the tensions and 
the strain you have been under 
with some near members of your 
family will enjoy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are a number of 
discussioos to be held with allies 
that can so improve your usual 
routines that the future can be 
much brighter for you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you have your mind 
rightly set on finances, whether it 
be in daily expenses and budget- 
ing, to take a trip or regarding your 
property. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take some time out to look at 
your personal appearance and see 
what you can do to make it more 
attractive and pleasing to the eye 
of those around. 

Today's chfld: If your child were 
bom today she or be understands 
what is in the mind of others and to 
help them considerably to replace 
tbeir anxieties with a new approach 
that can take away worry and 
apprehension. Avoiding all kinds 
of adversities apptys to their life 
too which creates a special peace 
and harmony. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

01990 Tntxr* IMH Stmen. b 


SEEING SHOULD NOT BE BELIEVING 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

* K 7 8 

9 A Q J 10 6 4 
9 

* A K 8 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 8 4 6 2 

‘/9 8 7X732 

v K 6 5 2 v J 10 8 4 

* Q 6 4 3 * J 10 5 

SOUTH 
4AQ954 
7 5 

v A Q 7 3 

* » 7 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 3 7 Pass 

3 4 Pass 4 * Pass 

4 v Pass 6 4 Pass • 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of ♦ 

East found a brave defense 
against South's six-spade contract. 
But the question remains: Should 
South have taken the bait? 

With a fit for opener and a near 
self-sufficient suit. North had mare 
than enough for a jump shift. When 
South could do no more than rebid 
three spades, North cue-bid bis 
clubs and, after South showed dia- 
mond values. North bid what he 
thought his side could make. A very 


intelligent auction. 

Declarer won the opening club 
lead in dummy and drew trurnpe in 
three rounds, ending in hand. Then 
come a heart to the ten. East real- 
ized that if be took his king it was 
tantamount to surrender, so he al- 
lowed the ten to hold. Declarer con- 
tinued by cashing the ace of hearts, 
discarding a club from hand, and 
then leading the queen. When East 
followed with the seven, the only 
heart missing was the long. Since 
that card was "marked” with West, 
declarer ruffed confidently. When 
West showed out, declarer could no 
longer establish and cash the long 
hearts, so the “cold” slam went 
down two tricks. 

At duplicate there might be some 
excuse for failing to make the con- 
tract, although it is our experience 
that just bidding and making a slam 
earns well above average. At rubber 
bridge, it is inexcusable. Declarer 
jeopardised over 1,400 points for foe 
sake of an overtrick. 

Instead of greedily ruffing the 
queen of hearts, declarer should 
simply have discarded a diamond. 
West was welcome to the king of 
hearts, if he held it. Declarer would 
win any return and, with a high chib 
in dummy as an entry to the hearts, 
there were more than enough tricks 
to guarantee the slam. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JUNE 6, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canoll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Friends can do some very scarfing 
things that leave yon wondering , 
unless yon realise planetary forces ■' 
are at work testing all those in- 
volved. " v 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find that you need to be most 
careful where any rules or laws are 
concerned now and need toraake 
certain yon do vocational activities 
welL , 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) So 
many new ideas are pressing you to 
make some drastic changes that 
you are very much tempted-to do 
so but study your new interests 
carefully. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have all lands of 
responsibilities now that should be 
carried through so lose no tune but 
make a special point to cany 
through 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you are able to see foe various 
associates you want to put a new 
plan in effect with but don’t buck 
them now If they do not agree 
completely. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is your day to actually 
show you are the one who can can 
work without making demands on 
others to do part of your job that 
you have to do. 

LIBRA: (S ept e mb er 23 to October 
22) You want to have a good time 
but there is some confusion ex- 
isting between you and others and . 


who pays foe piper xs not jusi clear, 
so spell out your desires. 
SCORFSO: (October 23 to Novem-i 
beF 21) Now you tevc aD kinds of 
-ambitions to bring to -fight foe be s t 
'' that exists to .your bome^&e but 
Vou need first to consult with fami- 
- ty; members. v ‘ 
SAGn*TAKllJ& <Novembcr 22 to 
- December -2Ijf- watch out orr.foe. 

highway,, drive slowly and carefoSy 
. and- say or do nothing that could 
irk any usual aDy’whb- whom you 
warn to beqp .omfiies^. .teni)s. ' 
OUPRJCX)RN: (DeOMQber 22 to 
'January 20)Yodare eagerti>xnak»: 
-some changes in methods so tfaaf 
you wiB have moreincoiiiebiii.be 
sure you don’t merely add to your' 
expenses by so doing. r 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 voFcbnt- 
ary 19) Tins s your.day co make 
sure you do not actiu-foat different 
from others manner" wbrcb is jt 
nature part of. your nature and 
ability. \ . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever requires that you 
quietly operate behind the scenes 
in anymuatiqu is very good now so 
study and prepare for new success: 
Today's cUd: If your child were 
bora today she or be gets ahead in 
life by meticulous approaches that 
' may seem to be taldngjoo long to 
the averagte observer, who mil; 
want to rash them. Make sure that 
this dosen’t occur and to teach this 
-prqgeny aO about the “bods and 
bees” for they wiU most Ekdy need 
co know at an early age. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“Dieting makes me crazy! I started 
licking food stains off the 
furniture and before ! knew 
it I ate the sofaf* 



THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


I 


ACROSS 
1 Mold 

5 Widow's portion 
10 Waterless 

14 Shaped like a 
wing 

15 Missouri Indian 

16 Instance 

17 Day one 

20 Experienced 

21 Certain 
fisherman 

22 Briny drop 

23 Like Kojak 
25 Cellist Pablo 
2816-wheeler 


32 CPA word: abbr. 

33 Teutonic god 

34 Fish eggs 

35 Last stop 


■aaa mmmam iiniin 


HI 


HSSH HH 


■■■ 


HI 


42 — air (boastful 
talk) 

43 — Trueheart 

44 Grasp 
48 Flank 

47 Necklace 
part . 

48 TX Shrine 
51 Coaches 
55 In private 
58 — Knievai 

'59 Pare 

60 Tizzy 

61 Coin 

62 Intimidated 

63 Without 

DOWN 

1 Taxis 

2 Sheltered 

3 Long tale 

4 Relating to 
certain regions 

5 Prime — 

6 Willow 

7 Magician's rod 

8 Urge 

9 Old make 
oicar 

10 Played possum 

11 Track 

12 woe — l 

13 Hind 


■IB 


67961 Tnouna MW Sen 
M Rights dawned 

18 Carol 

19 Cat 

23 Brown — (apple 
pudding) 

24 Eastern nurse 

25 Unsuspected 
condition 

26 Sneaking sound 

27 Bloodhound's 
due 

28 Davenports 

29 Publish 

30 Architecture 
styta 

31 Effective means 
Of enforcement 

33 Inferior 

36 Country 

37 — Scott 

38 Great noise 

44 Stopped 

45 Not clerical 

46 Expression of 
happiness 

47 Alla- 

48 Under the 
covers 


■■■■ am 


Yesterday’s Puzzle' Solved; 


nnmnn nonra rinnio 
gnnna hiigg nnnn 
□nnmgnnnnni dlnno 
gnra Doga onanno 
unnnnnn mnnan 

r,nr,SS H ROHR ORffl 

Hunan nranrc 
nnnnmonn nnnQH 
oho nnoo HHn 
„ nnnnn nnnrinno 
{inrun non 

nrxrrr! 

nflnR SEHS nnnnn 

nticiH rarann sudor 


49 Son of Jacob S3 Curb 

50 Attention-getting 54 Concordes 

51 S6 Military award 
50 r 57 d «W 8 the fact 

SZ IL commune Hum 
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Poland, Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia 
become OECD partners 
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PARIS (R) — Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Poland joined the 
fast track to full membership of 
the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) Tuesday. 

Ministers from the three for- 
mer communist countries signed 
an agreement making them 
“partners in transition" of the 
OECD, one of the developed 
world's main economic think- 
tanks. 

The ministers denied at a news 
conference that the OECD was 
pushing them too fast towards 
capitalism, with the risk of 
heightened social protest. 

Czechoslovak Foriegn Minister 
Jhri Dienstbier said; "We had a 
tough regime until November 
1989 ... for our population, it is 
accepted political that we need to 
make the reforms as quickly as 
possible." 

Mr. Bela Kadar, Hungary's 
minister of international econo- 
mic relations, said: "The speed of 
the transition is not dictated by 
outside forces but by the opportu- 
nities, possibilities and con- 
straints of economic circumst- 
ances in the three countries. 

He said OECD countries could 
help by opening up their markets 


to goods such as textiles, steel 
odn agricultural produce. 

Polish Finance Minister Lcszek 
Balcerowicz. referring, to unfair 
trade practices that dominated 
discussion at Tuesday's OECD 
ministerial meeting, told the news 
conference: 

"It may be absolutely crucial 
for the reforms that we gain 
access to Western countries. I 
wish that the West would not give 
us such a bad example in some 
sectors." 

Mr. Dienstbier said the West 
could also help by channelling the 
aid it would eventually provide to 
the Soviet Union towards the 
purchase of goods from the east- 
ern 'European countries. 

“The Soviet Union has lots of 
money but no capacities, we have 
plenty of capacity but no 
money," he. said. 

The OECD and the three 
countries will work out indi- 
vidually tailored programmes 
aimed at speeding the transition 
of each to a market economy. 

The OECD commits itself to 
country reviews of the type it 
carries out every year or so'for its 
24 full members, and will provide 
technical assistance to back the 
reforms it recommends. 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 5'*/ 1991 

"Currency Bid OfTer 

G.S. Dollar • .6£5 

Sterling Pound 1.1602 1.1660 

Deutsche Mark .5913 .3933 

Swiss Franc .4561 .4604 

French Franc ,7f54 .1162 

Japanese Yen' 1 .4906 .4933 

Dutch Guilder jJiJ 3491 

Swedish Krona .1092 .1091 

Italian Ura 6 .0529 .0532 

Belgian Franc .01906 . 01916 


India swaps 20 
tonnes of gold 
to raise cash 


Other Currencies 

Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira" 
.Saudi Riyal 
Jfruvaifi Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma' 
Cypriot Pound 


CAB I ndi ces for Amman Financial Market 


Dam: 5 / 6/1 991 


Bid 

OfTer 

1.7650 

1.6100 

.0740 

.0760 

.1617 

.162 5 

- - • - 

_ 

.1645 

.165 0 

.1900 

.2050 

1.7450 

1.7650 

.1645 

.1650 

.3450 

.3650 

1.4150 

1.4250 


AB-SJnre 

Banking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 
Services Sector 
Dcmabcr 31. IWO - in 


3/6/1991 closc 

4/6/1991 C ta* 

113.15 

112.69 

110.30 

109.69 

113.06 

112.94 

115.49 

115.16 

126.56 

126.50 


NEW DELHI (R) — India, in 
desperate need of foreign ex- 
change, has swapped 20 tonnes of 
gold in Zurich for $240 million, 
bankers and diplomats said Tues- 
day. 

The transactions took place in 
the last week of May and are 
described as a "gold swap" by 
diplomats and banking sources in 
Bombay who were involved in 
the transactions. 

India is putting up the gold as 
loan collateral and has the option 
of buying it back falter at world 
market prices plus interest on the 
money said a banker who did not 
want to be named. 

Trade sources in Bombay said 
India was preparing to swap at 
least another 10 tonnes of gold 
abroad. 

Officials in the caretaker gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Chan- 
dra Shekhar declined to comment 
on the reports. 

India, whose credit rating has 
plummeted because of dwindling 
foreign exchange reserves, spir- 
alling foreign debt, and political 
uncertainties — especially after 
Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination — 
has found it all but impossible to 
borrow money abroad lately. 

Foreign exchange reserves in 
mid-May were 26.2 billion rupees 
($1.3 billion) against 32.4 billion 
rupees a year ago. 

India's foreign debt as of 
March 1990 was $70 billion. But 
about $4 billion of that is fast- 
revolving, short-term debt on 
which India is scrambling to avoid 
defanlt. 


Data shows Swiss economy in recession 


ZURICH (R) — Official data has 
showed the Swiss economy was in 
recession and independent eco- 
nomists said an expected recov- 
ery in the second half of this year 
now seemed less certain. 

Government data showed gross 
domestic product (GDP) fell 2.1 
per cent - in the first quarter of 
1991 after a revised 1.6 per cent 
drop in the final quarter of last 
year. Two successrv’ quarters of 
economic contraction is the stan- 
dard definition of a recession. 

“We are going through a classic 


recession and Fm not convinced 
we’ve seen the worst,” Bank 
Julius Baer economist Hans 
Kaufmann said. 

Analysts who expected the 
Swiss economy to recover in the 
second half of 1991 as a downturn 
in inflation led to lower interest 
rates now say those forecasts may 
have been optimistic. 

Swiss National Bank (SNB) 
President Markus Lnsser said in 
April the economy would remain 
weak in coming months, but 
there could be no major relaxa- 


tion of monetary policy. He said 
the SNB believed the economy 
would stagnate in 1991 as ' a 
whole. 

The central bank said late last 
year it would aim to ease monet- 
ary policy gradually but its prior- 
ity was to fight inflation. 

"The second quarter GDP will 
show no improvement from the 
first. The question is no longer 
when are we going to enter a 
recession, but bow long will it 
last? Bank Julius Baer’s Kauf- 
marni said. 


Swiss Bank Corp. economist 
John Nooriaender said his bank 
'had already revised its forecast 
for overall 1991 GDP downward 
to a 0.2 per cent decline. 

"The Swiss economy is in re- 
cession and the outlook is nega- 
tive for the second half of the 
year. We now see a slow recovery 
in the fourth quarter," he said. 

The SNB says Swiss inflation is 
tending downward but there will 
be another jump in the consumer 
price index (CPI) for May, due 
out next week. 
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OPEC aims to nudge oil prices 
higher by keeping output steady 


VIENNA (R) — OPEC decided 
to freeze its output ceiling at 
current levels for the next three 
months, expecting rising demand 
to nudge oil prices gradually high- 
er towards its target of S21 a 
barrel. 

Stymied by Saudi Arabia's re- 
fusal to endorse production cuts 
that could quickly propel prices 
higher, OPEC chose a patient 
approach to achieving its elusive 
goal. 

"Some are not too happy with 
the outcome but will go along," 
Secretary-Genera! Subroto of In- 
donesia told reporters. 

Three of the group's 13 mem- 
bers wanted to cut production in 
the third quarter. Dr. Subioto 
said, but eventually agreed with 
the majority's wish" to extend the 
current ceiling of 22.3 million 
ban-e Is per day (b.'d). He did not 
name the reluctant ones. 

Slashing production would 
have jolted the market, he said, 
but keeping output unchanged 
would nurture demand 








Subroto 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisbam 
Nam often cites the same argu- 
ment. He said as the conference 
began that the kingdom sup- 
ported OPECs S21 target price, 
but would not starve the world's 
oil markets to achieve that goal. 


"We have always felt that we 
wilt support $21 but we never said 
that we will force that on the 
market by a deliberate creation of 
shortage." Sheikh Nazcr told re- 
porters. 

Saudi Arabia emerged from 
the chaos of the Gulf war as 
OPEC's powerhouse. It now 
pumps around eight million bar- 
rels per day, more than a third of 
OPEC's total output. 

Luring business back to the 
market after last year's crisis- 
spawned price shock remains a 
key objective for OPEC if prices 
are to recover. 

The average price for a basket 
of seven OPEC crudes is now 
more than $3 below the level 
OPEC desires. 

"We foresee a small increase in 
the price” as the market responds 
to the renewed 22.3 million b/d 
cap. Dr. Subroto said after the 
group’s first one-day conference 
in more than a decide. 

Iranian Oil Minister Gholam- 
reza Aqazadeh told reporters he 


OECD farm subsidies 
soared to $299b in *90 


PARIS (R) — Subsidies to far- 


Farmers in OECD countries countries' reluctance to reverse 
mers in leading industrialised receive much of their income policies that stimulate overpro- 
countries rose to $299 billion last either through government pay- ductipn and low world prices, the 
year, according to a report re- ments that prop up commodity outlook through 1995 is for in- 
leased Wednesdav. prices or prices that are kept creased supplies, especially of 


expected prices to rise $1 or $2 if 
all OPEC members stick to the 
agreement. 

"Until September we have no 
problem,” Mr. Aqazadeh said. 

Indonesian Oil Minister Ginan- 
jar Kartasasmita was more bul- 
lish. “We wil see prices go up and 
well soon see tbe $21 which we 
are all aiming for," he said. 

Markets mostly shrugged off 
the OPEC news, which had been 
widely expected, and instead fo- 
cused on rising stocks of oil to 
push prices down around 20 cents 
a barrel. 

OPEC postponed until 
September any decision about 
output in the fourth quarter, 
when demand traditionally rises 
with the onset of the northern 
hemisphere's winter. 

The pause also bought minis- 
ters time to gauge the status of 
United Nations economic sanc- 
tions imposed against Iraq for its 
invasion of Kuwait and progress 
in Kuwait's struggle to resume 
exports from its oilfields. 


Bulgaria 
hikes fuel 
prices 


The country has a tremendous 
appetite for gold, particularly the 
jewellery industry, and a huge 
stockpile of confiscated bullion. 

The Bombay bullion Associa- 
tion estimates 200 tonnes of gold 
were smuggled into the country 
from January 1990 to March 
1991. 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), the central bank, usually 
sells tbe confiscated gold to the 
bullion industry, which boasts 
300.000 goldsmiths. 

The Western diplomat said the 
government does not need per- 
mission from the president to sell 
confiscated gold, as it would if 
RBI were to sell official gold 
reserves. 

President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman has said tbe caretaker 
government of Shekhar cannot 
take any major policy decisions 
until after the mid-June elections. 

Standard and Poor's Corp said 
on May 30, the day India sold 
gold in Zurich, that it had lo- 
wered India's debt ratings to BB- 
plus from BBB- minus for long- 
term senior debt its second 
such downgrading in less than a, 
year. 

Tbe U.S.-based rating com- 
pany said the change — which 
takes India's credit rating from 
"investment grade" to “specula- 
tive grade" — reflects the height- 
ened risk that the government 
will not be able to quickly take 
steps to overcome external liquid- 
ity and payments problems. 


leased Wednesdav. prices or prices that are kept 

The report bv the Organisation artificially high through import 
for Economic Cooperation and barriers or other schemes. But 
Development (OECD.I said the the report did not say whether 
cost of supporting farmers’ in- farmers’ incomes rose or fell in 
comes rose 12 per cent in 1990, 1990. 

largely because member coun- The annual OECD report on 
tries failed to adopt meaningful farm subsidy programmes, in- 
reforms. It reversed a two-year eluding price supports, import 


aucuon ana low wona prices, ine S0FIA (R) _ The Bulgarian 
outlook through 1995 is for in- government Tuesday annoWed 
creased supplies, especially of fuel price increases of between 70 
feed grains and beef, and intense ^ 113 _ „ m whar Deputy 
competition among exporters for Prime Minister Alexander 
world market share. Tomov described as a bid to 

Current circumstances, includ- encourage Western companies to 
ing increased food-aid needs, export to the country, 
food distribution problems in the A litre of s °pe r petrol will in 


downward trend. 


barriers and export subsidies. 


„ . , , , . said the drop in spending in 1988 

Dcsp.tt P !ed|« io overhaul d 1989 temporary, largely 
r^tulraral saterdy propanm.es. ^ b „ y Xh 

*e 24 OECD member stares sIashed / lus 


have made limited progress since 
1987 towards farm policy reform, 
the report said. 


The thrust of farm programmes 
in OECD member countries, in- 
cluding tbe United States and 


“Reform cannot be repeatedly European Community, remained 
postponed without severe econo- mostly the same. Japan made 
mic consequences, because some progress in cutting hand- 
structural surpluses always outs but still remained one of tbe 
reemerge, following periods of heaviest subsidisers. 


temporary respite." it said. 


The think tank said that given 


Soviet Union and environmental 
concerns, threaten the reform 
process, the report said. 

It said a failed Uruguay Round 
will mean lower rates of growth in 
world trade and national income, 
more risk of regional trading 
blocs and discriminatory bilateral 
pacts. 

It would also lead to growing 
trade tensions and continued re- 
luctance to open markets to de- 
veloping countries and to the 
central and western Europe coun- 
tries. 


Trustfiouse Forte shortens name 


LONDON (Agencies) — Bri- selling within the group, 
tain's biggest hotel group Trust- Famous Trusthouse Forte 
house Forte shortened its corpo- Hotels around the world are high 
rate name to Forte, and re- among 16 exclusive hotels and are 
branded all its companies under a all listed in the world’s top 100 


new logo. 


hotels list... namely Hyde Park in 


Forte in Latin means strength London, Ritz in Madrid, George 
and that is the aim of the rebrand- V in Paris and Waldorf of Lon- 
ing scheme. don. 

This move, costing £16 million, Amman Plaza is the Jordan- 


suites, the Royal Suites and Pres- 
idential Suites, to the guests. 
With spacious rooms, many res- 
taurants, conference rooms fully 
eqniped with up-to-date technol- 
ogy, Plaza provides all comfort 
and excellent service to its guests. 


future cost 7.20 leva (40 cents) 
compared to the previous price of 
3.80 leva (21 cents). Diesel fuel 
was raised to 4.40 leva (24 cents) 
a litre compared with three lqya 
(16 cents). 

Electricity and coal prices will 
go up by 70 per cent and die cost 
of natural gas will rise by 113 per 
cent. 

Mr. Tomov said the govern- 
ment would maintain control 
over feel prices and 14 other basic 
food products, such as meat, 
bread and milk. 

“Hie new petrol prices will 
■give a lot of Western firms the 
possibility to import petrol to 
Bulgaria, because they are hi fine 
with international prices," he told 
a news conference. 

"We already have many candi- 
dates who are ready to sell hundreds 
of thousands of tonnes of fuel in 
Bulgaria," he added. “Hus is the 
end of the queues outside our 
petrol stations." 


was made to expand international based hotel of Trusthouse Forte 
markets — particularly overseas to be included in the list of Forte. 
— , increase awareness of the The Plaza Hotel, with its 303 
company, and improve cross- rooms, offers a variety of rooms. 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with 
telephone and central heating. Best residential area, 
Jabal Amman, near Amon Hotel. 

Telephone: 777112 8 a_m.-2 p.m. 674028 after 4 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Dutyfree accidented Mercedes (Benz) 200 E model 1987, 
for sale on as-is-where-is basis. 

For further information please call tel: 637262-622098 
First Circle, Jabal Amman-1 ndlan Embassy. 


.*■ The End Season Sale 

at the 

•. r>rr. * Bedouin s Bazaar ** 

Don't miss- it. ^ don't miss it 
• ^ 20% to 30% discount on all items 13 

offer <>n h;m<tmadf Persian ( arp<K — - (>o> anil 

Kue free 

se 4-’ s'; . - - 

.;anC : j>}\- '.'gifis;' 'a’na so-jveoi-.5; ' 

•'L-bCAT ED' v 'i-y>'e " to. the American Schoqi flqva- Ai;*6 
: C :u c -1st feet.-..-. near ; ph ill i House. Restaurant - 

Tel:' 824465 ^o pen dally from 9 a.m. to 9 p.i 


Tbe National Music Conservatory / Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 
and 

The French Cultural Centre 
PRESENT 

LUDWIG STRING QUARTET 

IN CONCERT 

at the Royal Cultural Centre 
Sunday, June 9, 1991 at 8:00 p.m. 


n tin; Programme Piece* by: Maun, Sehuben and Duiilleux 


Tickets for JD 5 each, available at: 


•The Royal Cultural Centre .Tel, 669026 
•The French Cultural Centre.Tel, 637009 
•The National Music Conservatory.Tel, 687620 


FOR RENT 

2 apartments in Abdoun area behind Orthodox 
Club. 2 and 3 bedrooms. 

Call: 815672 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Are you looking for a 3 bedroom flat comfortably furnished 
in a good neighbourhood in west Amman? 

If so: Please 

call owner at 674286 for complete details. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen, batnroom 
with central heating, telephone, separate entrance, gar- 
den. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the Yugoslav Embassy. 

Call tel. 661658 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The American Community School is accepting applica- 
tions for Elementary and High School students for the 
1991/92 school year. 

For more information, please call the ACS 
administration office at 813944 or 813946. 


^ ^ UMiuJTuujgi 
Orient Express Ltd. 

Travel & Tourism 

GREECE / RHODES 


Direct flights every friday to RHODES , 
starting 21/6/1991, with the Royal Jordanian air lines. 

♦ 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 602460 . 























































Lithuania criticises 
Soviet report on attack 


LONDON (R) — Lithuania has 
criticised as disinformation a re- 
port by Moscow vindicating use 
of Soviet troops m a bloody sup- 
pression of pro-independence de- 
monstrators ir. Lithuania’s capital 
Vilnius in January. 

The Lithuanian prosecutor- 
general, m a statement Tuesday 
night, said more than 1,000 wit- 
nesses had confirmed that, in 
storming Vilnius’s television cen- 
tre, Soviet troops used automatic 
weapons and tank fire, killing 13 
dvflians. 

“The military units arrived at 
the television buildings, in 
accordance with a previously laid- 
out and meticulously worked-out 
plan, which was aimed at over- 
throwing the legal parliament and 
the government of Lithuania." 
said the statement, read on 
Lithuania Radio, which was mon- 
itored by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

It referred to a report by Mos- 
cow’s prosecntor-general on 
Monday that exonerated the 
Soviet troops from blame. “The 
report by prosecutor (Nikolay) 
Trubin is viewed as an attempt to 
disinform the USSR parliament 
and the world public,’' it said. 

The attack on the television 
centre in the Baltic Republic, 
which is seeking independence, 
was widely condemned by West- 
ern governments. 

Meanwhile Lithuania’s vice- 
president has said the West 
should not aid the Soviet Union 
unless Mosoow promised to re- 
spect the desire of the Baltic 
states to become independent. 

Vice-President Ceslovas Stank- 
evidus, in Poland to attend Pope 
John Paul’s special meeting with 
Lithuanian religious and political 
leaders Wednesday, told repor- 
ters Tuesday. 

“The time has come for con- 
crete decisions. One cf these 
decisions is to give or not to give 
the money and at the same time 
to help or not to help the Baltic 
states..." 

Asked if the West should set 
conditions for Soviet requests for 
aid, he said: 


“If in giving money to the 
Soviet Union the West does not 
make clear its position on the 
situation in the Baltic states, (the 
money) will be used against the 
Baltic states by force." 

Lithuanian Deputy Prime 
Minister Zigraas VaistriJa added: 
,r Wc want concrete guarantees 
from the Soviet side protecting 
the Baltic states." 

Mosoow has asked for an in- 
vitation to the July meeting in 
London of the Group of Seven 
(G-7) leading industrialised 
democracies. 

If allowed to attend, President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is expected to 
ask for aid to help revive the 
Soviet Union’s crippled eco- 
nomy. 

The G-7 countries have not yet 
agreed on a formal invitation to 
Gorbachev although several of 
the group’s leaders have said they 
expect he will be invited. 

Stankevidus is leading a de- 
legation to Poland to attend Pap- 
al services in Lontza, about 130 
kilometres from the Soviet bor- 
der. 

President Vytautas Landsber- 
gis cancelled his trip to Poland to 
see the Pope because of tendons 
at home. He was to have had 
lunch with the Pope Tuesday and 
attend the special meeting for 
Lithuanians. 

In Washington, the United 
States on Tuesday criticised a 
Soviet show of force in the 
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius, 
saying it would raise tensions in 
the breakaway Baltic republic. 

“We do not understand bow 
this latest display of force can be 
consistent with die expressed in- 
tentions of Moscow to avoid vio- 
lence." said Stare Department 
spokeswoman Margaret TutwiL 
er. 

, “We continue to urge that all 
outstanding issues between 
Lithuania and Moscow be settled 
by good faith negotiations, that 
measures be taken to prevent 
incidents of this kind in order to 
tower tensions and actively pur- 
sue peaceful negotiations," she 
said. 


Tutwiler also criticised the 
Soviet report, saying the State 
Department “found the conclu- 
sions... to be at odds with facts as 
has widely been reported." 

The United States never recog- 
nised the Soviet incorporation of 
Lithuania and Che two other Bal- 
tic republics of Latvia and Esto- 
nia in 1940 under the terms of a 
secret pact with Nazi Germany. 

In a separate development, for ■- 
mer Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze Tuesday 
condemned aimed intervention 
in the Baltic republics and 
warned that renegade comman- 
ders could launch future attacks. 

“I am against all use of force 
and believe using force is not 
necessary in the Baltic states," 
Shevardandze told a news confer- 
ence in Paris. 


Shuttle roars into space A! ban ia 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida 
(AP) — The shuttle Columbia 
roared into space Wednesday 
with seven astronauts .and 2,478 
jellyfish on an unprecedented 
quest for answers to the medical 
mysteries of space travel. 

The 100-tonne spaceship 
blasted off with the four men, 
three women, 2,478 tiny jellyfish 
and 29 rats at 9:25 a.m. (1325 
GMT). It rose from the pad on a 
pillar of flame into a overcast sky, 
then beaded out over the Atlantic 
Ocean. 


The twin solid rocket boosters 
burned for two minutes before 
falling empty into the Atlantic, where 
ships waited to pick them op. 
Colombia continued toward an 
orbit on the thrust of three mam 


appoints 


new 


engines. 

It was the third launch attempt 
for die biomedical research mis- 
sion. postponed twice during the 
past two weeks by faulty shuttle 
parts. Low, dense clouds delayed 
liftoff nearly 1 and !£ hours be- 
fore the douds lightened enough 
to permit a safe launch. 


premier 


Unidentified plane bombs 
Soviet village, killing 4 


MOSCOW (R) — An unidenti- 
fied plane bombed a Soviet vil- 
lage near the border with Afgha- 
nistan Tuesday, lolling four peo- 
ple and wounding others, the 
Soviet News Agency (TASS) 
said. 

The jet fighter was flying along 
the border early in (he morning 
when it dropped five bombs on 
the village of Namad-Guti, on the 
banks of the River Pyandzh. 

“Four of the bombs exploded, 
and as a result four people in the 
village died. There are wound- 
ed,” the agency said. It gave no 


further details. 

The Pyandzh marks the border 
between Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Central Asian Republic of 
Tajikistan. 

The Soviet-backed Kabul gov- 
ernment of President Najibtdlah 
is locked in a 12-year-old civil war 
against guerrillas based m Pakis- 
tan and Iran. 

The last Soviet troops based is 
Afghanistan withdrew in 1989, 
nine years after they had inter- 
vened to save tiie Communist 
government from being over- 
thrown by the rebels. 


1 killed, several injured 
in Madrid bomb blast 


MADRID (R) — An Spanish Air 
Force officer was killed and three 
teenage girls woe among a num- 
ber of others injured when a 
bomb exploded early Wednesday 
in a southern Madrid suburb, 
police said. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for the blast but police 
suspected the Basque separatist 
group ETA (Basque Homeland 
and Freedom), which is believed 
to have been behind a car-bomb 
last week near Barcelona. 

The victim of the Madrid blast, 
identified as Air Force Lieute- 
nant Enrique Aguilar Prieto, was 
blown op when he started his car 
jnstbeftro 9.00 a.m. (0700 GMT) 
in the working class suburb of 
Alucfae. 

Police said up to five people 
were also injured in the blast , 
which completely destroyed the 
vehicle. 

' Eyewitnesses said the bomb 
exploded just 25 meters from a 
school that was closed at the 
time. 

Fust police reports suggested 
52-year-old Agznlar died in a 
car-bomb explosion but some 
eye-witnesses skid the bomb was 


thrown from a car travelling in 
the opposite direction. 

The explosion came just a 
week after a car-bomb attack 
against a civil guard barracks in 
the Catalonian town of Vic, near 
Barcelona, which killed nine peo- 
ple and injured dozens of others. 

The victims of last week’s ex- 
plosion included three small girls 
and two teenagers, spatting out- 
rage across Spain. Several 
thousand people took part in a 
rally Sunday tailed by the Barce- 
lona authorities to condemn the 
attack. 

Acting on a tip-off, police last 
Thursday raided a house near 
Barcelona and arrested five peo- 
ple. Two others, believed to have 
orga n ise d the ETA commando 
group in Barcelona responsible 
for foe attack in Vic, were killed 
in a shootout at the bouse. 


Henri Batasuna (HB), ETA’s 
political wing, Wednesday conde- 
mned police action in last Thurs- 
day’s raid, which it described as 
an act of vengeance. 

ETA has killed 665 people in 
its 23-year campaign of violence 
for Basque independence. 


VIENNA (R) — Albanian Presi- 
dent Ramiz Alia Wednesday 
named YUi Bufi as prime minis- 
ter. officials said in the Albanian 
capital Tirana. 

Bufi, currently minister of 
food, will bead a multi-party 
caretaker government to lead the 
country into new elections. 

The appointment follows the 
resignation of the Communist 
government headed by Fatos 
Nano Tuesday under an all-party 
deal aimed at ending a 20-day 
general strike that has crippled 
Albania, Europe’s poorest coun- 
try. 

Bufi, an engineer aged around 
40. will have five days to choose a 
new coalition government that 
will run the country until fresh 
elections next May or June. 

Nano, appointed in early May 
after a Communist landslide in 
Albania’s first free elections for 
nearly half a century, stepped 
down citing lad: of political sup- 
port and the strike supported by 
some 350,000 workers. 

Bufi, like his predecessor, is a 
member of the Co mmu nist Party 
of Labour (PLA) that has ruled 
the country for over 40 years. 

However, under a deal ham- 
mered out between political par- 
ties and independent trade un- 
ions, members of the new admi- 
nistration will be detached from 
their parties during the life of the 
government. 

The deal followed an agree- 
ment in principle among political 
parties last Saturday to work 
together to resolve the deep poli- 
tical and economic crisis gripping 
the country as it emerges from 

decades of Stalinism 

News of the government’s res- 
ignation Tuesday prompted some 
100 coal miners to end an 11-day 
hunger strike underground that 
bad left some of them in serious 
condition. 

However union sources said 
the general strike to press for 
better working and social condi- 
tions would continue until the 
new government was announced 

and began talks with the indepen- 
dent federation of trade union, 
which called it. 

Diplomatic sources contacted 
in Tirana said the decision by die 
Party of Labour to accept a 
caretaker government appeared 
to be a victory for moderates 
inside the party. 

The PLA won two thirds of the 
250 parliamentary seats in the 
elections two months ago. 
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“(Soviet President Mikhail) 
Gorbachev said he was not in- 
volved when such interventions 
took place in the past in 
Lithuania and Estonia," said She- 
vardnadze, who was launching 
the French-language version of 
his autobiography. 


“It is good that Gorbachev did 
not participate in those actions, 
but it is also very dangerous if be 
was not aware they were taking 
place because garrison comman- 
ders elsewhere could also decide 
on their own to take such deci- 
sions.” he said. 

“The (army officers) could de- 
cide on repressive measures... 
and this alarms Soviet citizens,” 
said Shevardnadze, who resigned 
last year, saying there were 
threats of a return to dictatorship 
in his country. 

Shevardnadze said the Soviet 
Union was “on the verge of 
chaos, even of anarchy," and 
called on rival politicians to unite 
to bring peace to the country. 

Shevardnadze also said be was 
willing to mediate between the 
rival Soviet republics of Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. 

Georgian president 
to meet Bosh 


Pope 
expresses 
support for 
Lithuanian 
independence 


LOMZA, Poland (R) — Pope 
John Paul held an emotional 
meeting with Lithuanians 
Wednesday and expressed cau- 
tious support for self- 
determination for the Soviet Bal- 
tic republic. 


The Pontiff said his historic 
visit to the Soviet Union was 
drawing closer. 

“Lithuania, l hear your voice," 
the Pope said at a prayer service 
with Lithuanian Catholics in 
Lomza, about 130 kilometres 
from the Soviet border. 


Newly elected Georgian Prcsi- 


"I believe my Lomza meeting 
with Lithuanians wfll bring doser 
the day when Lithuania will be 
on my papal pilgrimage trail," he 
said. 

Pope John Paul was in Lomza 
on the fifth day of a visit to bis 
homeland that has brought him 
closer than ever before to the 
Soviet Union. 

Several thousand Lithuanians, 
some-dressed in traditional cos- 
tume, repeatedly interrupted him 
in the town’s Gothic cathedral as 
he read parts of his address in 
Lithuanian. 

Cardinal Vincentas Sladkevi- 
cias. Archbishop of Vilnius, emo- 
tionally invited the Pope to visit 
his country. 

With tears in his eyes, the 
60-year-old cardinal said: “We 
are inviting you and we are wait- 
ing for you to visit us.”' 

Sladkevidus. the Soviet Un- 
ion’s only Roman Catholic car- 
dinal, said he hoped the Pope 
would come next year. 

Lithuanian Vice-President Ces- 
lovas Stankevidus and two minis- 
ters of the breakaway republic 
met the Pope privately before- 
hand to discuss their country’s 
situation. 


“In his talks with us the holy 
1 father underscored the fact that 
all countries have the right to 
self-determination , especially 
those who have lost their inde- 
pendence," Stankevidus told re- 
porters. 

He said the Pope bad not given 
any specific guidance on how 
predominantly Catholic 
Lithuania should proceed in its 
independence bid. 

But the vice-president said he 
had “fully satisfied" with his talks 
with the Pope. 


NATO, hoping to chart new 
course, struggles with France 


dent Zviad Gamsakhordia wfll 
meet with U.S. President George 
Bosh in late June, Soviet media 
reported Tuesday. 

Shortly after he was elected 
president of the secessionist re- 
public on May 26, Gamsathordia, 
had pledged to meet Bush and * 
other Western leaders. 

“1 thnk the civilised wordl will 
help us now to strengthen the 
results of our fight," Gamsakh In- 
dia had said after his victory. 


COPENHAGEN (R) — NATO 
foreign ministers, hoping to chart 
a new political course for the 
alliance at a meeting in 
Copenhagen starting Thursday, 
must first overcome differences 
with France on plans for the 
post-cold war era. 

Ministers from the Z6-nation 
Western alliance, meeting for two 
days of talks, are likely to agree 
qp extending political and milit- 
ary contacts with their former 
Warsaw Pact enemies, giving 
NATO a wider political role in 
building a new Europe. 

They will also discuss the tricky 
question of bow to create a stron- 
ger European defence identity 
without alienating the United 
States, NATO's senior member, 
as Washington prepares to with- 
draw many of its 320.000-strong 
forces from Europe. 

But France, which left the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion’s (NATO) railitaiy structure 
in 1966 and resents U.S. lead- 
ership, wants to see NATO’s role 
limited and has been fiercely cri- 
tical of its new plans. 

“France is isolated ... there is a 
conflict,” Danish Foreign Minis- 
ter Uffe ElJemann-Jensen. the 
meeting’s host, told reporters 
Tuesday. 

“We all want to see France 
broagbt closer into NATO coop- 
eration, but if the price for that is 
the weakening of our ties with the 
United States, we will not pay it," 
he said. 

“NATO must be the founda- 
tion for collective security in the 
Europe of the future. 

NATO officials say the 
Copenhagen meeting will be a 
vital “building block" for an 
alliance summit later this year. 

Tire foreign ministers will fix a 


for the summit, which wfll 
give official blessing to a bluep- 
rint for NATO’s future. It is 
expected to be held in Rome in 
late October or November. 

But officials are hoping there 
will be no repeat of the previous 
foreign ministers’ meeting last 
December, when France 
threatened to walk out daring a 
discussion on whether the 
alliance should have more con- 
tacts with Eastern Europe. 

Paris says it would prefer to see 
those contacts ran on a bilateral 
level or by the 34-nation Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). It says 
NATO should be satisfied with 
defending the West against Soviet 
military power. 


But most other alliance na- 
tions, led by the United States, 
want to draw their former ene- 
mies, inducting the Soviet Union, 
into a “web" of new relationships 
that will help stabilise the new 
democracies and smooth the path 
for economic reforms. 

The new package may include 
more military contacts and coop- 
eration on projects like airspace 
management, scientific program- 
mes and conversion of defence 
industries to dvfl use., 


NATO offered regular di- 
plomatic contacts to its former 
foes after a London summit last 
year. There has since been a 
stream of viators from former 
Warsaw Pact countries to NATO 
headquarters. 

NATO diplomats now hope to 
start discussing more concrete 
issues with those countries, many 
of whom want closer ties with the 
alliance since they live in tbe 
shadow of an increasingly unst- 
able Soviet Union. 


Bet tbe affiance, wary of upset- 
ting Soviet hardliners, has repe- 
atedly said there will be no formal 
security guarantees to Eastern - 
European countries and that they - 
cannot joint NATO. 

.Another divisive issue is the 
question of whether die Euro- 
pean Community (EC) should 
take on a defence role. f 

France wants this to be dose 
through the tone- nation Western 
European Union (WEU), whose 
members are in botii NATO and 
the Community, acting on orders 
from the EC. - 

. But many European allies 
share the United States’ view that 
the trans-Atlantic link at the 
heart of NATO must not be 
undermined and the affiance 
should remain the chief forum for 
decisions on Western security. 

NATO defence ministers 
agreed last week to reshape the 
affiance’s forces and set up a* 
“rapid reaction" force to face 
new threats to their territory in 
Europe. 

Finance, which did not attend 
that meeting, was upset. 

Foreign minister Roland 
P umas said Tuesday that NATO - 
had pat the cart before the horse 
by agreeing to reshape its forces 
without first defining future poli- 
cy and strategy. 

He said it was not France’s 
intention that a purely European 
defence should undermine 
NATO, but added that the new 
“rapid reaction “force would cost 
the affiance" a lot of money, a lot 
of time, a lot of problems.” 

“Logic would demand to first 
define political objectives, then a 
strategy, and then restructure 
forces. In this case, it seems the 
opposite process has been 
chosen," be said. 


De Klerk still optimistic about peace 


CAFE TOWN (R) — President 
F.W. De Klerk, warning against 
mounting political violence in 
South Africa, has said a new, 
non- racial constitution could still 
be negotiated in time to forestall 
a whites-only election in 1994. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
Tuesday that Sooth Africa’s lead- 
ers must cooperate to end vio- 
lence that has killed 300 people in 
five weeks and 5,000 since 1987. 

“If we don’t succeed ...through 
peaceful means and through 
negotiation to bring the violence 
to an end...then the violence of 
tbe moment is but a forerunner of 
something much more terrible 
which will follow,” he said. 

Businessmen and church lead- 
ers including Anglican 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu laun- 
ched a fresh initiative Tuesday to 
end tbe township wars waged 
almost daily with guns, sticks, 
spears and petrol bombs. 

The fighting pits mainly mem- 
bers of Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC) a gwnsr 
followers of Zulu chief Man- 
gos ut bn Buthelezi's Inkatha 
Freedom Party, the ANCs main 
rival for support among blacks, 
who form the country’s majority 
but have do vote. 

Seven clergymen and four busi- 
ness leaders said in a statement 
they had formed a committee to 
bring leaders of all waning par- 
ties together to thrash out a peace 
settlement. 

In a generally optimistic assess- 


ment of process since he legal- 
ised tiie ANC 16 months ago and 
freed Mandela from a life sent- 
ence for fighting apartheid, De 
Klerk said exclusive white rule 
could end in time to avoid white 
elections in 1994. 

“The violence is a matter of 
grave concern. But.. apart from 
that very important negative 
aspect, tinngs are going quite well 
in South Africa,” he said in his 
first i n tervi e w with a foreign news 
agency since be became president 
in September 1989. 

"There is more hope in tiie 
hearts of the overwhelming 
majority of South Africans than 
there was two or three years ago 
bprarnu* things are happening,” 
be added. 


‘IRA bombs will not disrupt peace talks’ 


BELFAST (R) — ■ Britain’s 
Northern Ireland Minister Peter 
Brooke said- bombing attacks by 
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
would nor disrupt talks on tbe 
fnture of the battle-scarred pro- 
vince. 

Brooke made the pledge Mon- 
day night after Northern Ireland 
saw a weekend surge of violence. 
Tbe IRA killed three soldiers 
with a bomb last Friday and the 
British army retaliated Monday 
by killing three IRA guerrillas. 

“I think one of tbe profoundly 
encouraging things has been the 
universal view of all tbe politicians 
engaged in this process that if the 
intention of the terrorists was to 
blow us off course in this process, 
they have been singularly unsuc- 
cessful,” he said. 


direct rule from London. 

Bnt Sinn Fein, political wing of 
the IRA that is fighting to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland in 
one of the world’s longest- 
running guerrilla conflicts, has 
been excluded from the talks 
because it refuses to renounce 
violence. 

Fiery Protestant preacher- 
politician Ian Paisley pledged to 
keep the talks going “even if one 
of my party is murdered.” 

In a major blow to tire IRA’s 
guerrilla network, British com- 
mandos shot dead three IRA 
gunmen in an ambush Monday in 
tiie 'County Tyrone village of 


in a fusillade of 200 shots that 
raked their stolen car, were about 
to attack a poop of Protestant 
labourers on their way to went. 

The IRA said the three were 
“on active service.” It said that 
the British shootings were in re- 
taliation for tbe weekend IRA* 
track bomb attack of an Ulster 
Defence Regiment base that kil- 
led three soldiers and injured 14 
people. 


Brooke, battling to get Protes- 
tants and Catholics around a 
negotiating table, is trying to 
return Northern Ireland to self- 
government after 17 years of 


The victims included Peter 
Ryan, 47, described by on? senior 
police officer as" a bag, big fish” 
who escaped from a Belfast pris- 
on in 1981 and was wanted for 
questioning over a string of mur- 
ders of off-duty police and sol- 
diers. 

Police believe the three, killed 


The guerrilla group apologised 
for blowing up a senior dvfl 
servant with a booby-trap under 
her car, saying it bad picked the 
wrong victim. A member of the 
security forces living nearby was 
believed to been tiie intended 
target. 


Bob Gouriey, whose wife Celia 
had both legs Mown off in the 
blast, said: “I am no Christian. I 
don’t forgive them. To those who 
apologise I would say come and 
see a woman fighting for her Kfe. 
They are hypocrites. 


U.N. chief urges world climate treaty for 1992 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — On 
World Environment Day, 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
De Cuellar urged the adoption of 
a worldwide treaty on climatic 
change to control the greenhouse 
-effect and avoid disastrous effects 
from global warning. 

June 5 was been celebrated as 
World Environment Day since 
1972, when it was the opening 
day of a 112-nation Stockholm 
•conference on human damage to 
the environment that threatens 
the survival of humanity. 

In a message prepared for 
Wednesday's anniversary, Perez 
De Cuellar said “the effects of a 
global wanning that would des- 
troy the balance of nature would 
be truly disastrous. 

“Increased sea levels resulting 
from melting polar ice caps would 
inundate low-lying coastal areas 
and obliterate entire island states. 
Rainfall patterns would be 
altered, increasing the frequency 
of floods and drought. 

“Famine levels would be 
pushed even higher than the 
already crisis proportions in sub- 
Saharan Africa. Tropical storms, 
SUcfa as the recent tragedy of 


Bangladesh, might become more 
frequent and more severe,” Perez 
De Cuellar said. 

“Despite uncertainty as to tbe 
rate of global warming, decisive 
precautionary measures are 
urgently needed,” he said. 

Perez De Cuellar urged the 
nations of the world to adopt an 
international convention on cli- 
mate change in 1992 when they 
meet in Brazil for the U.N. con-, 
ference on environment and de- 
velopment. 

'This first step toward an inter- 
national climate regime should 
contain specific commitments for 
stabilising and reducing green- 
house gas ennssons, increasing 
energy efficiency, and conserving 
forests,” he said. 

The United States, which pro- 
daces more atmosphere- warming 
carbon dioxide than any other 
nation, has opposed setting speci- 
fic target goals for limiting co2 


China, which relies on coal to 
fuel its development, is also wary 
of limits on co2 emissions. 

At an evening ceremony in the 
General Assembly hall, tbe 61st 
annual Earth prize will be 


awarded Wednesday to Ted Tur- 
ner of Turner Broadcasting Co.; 
UNICEF Executive Director 
James Grant; Mexico's President 
Carlos Salinas De Gortari; and 
Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Bnmdtland. 

Turner and Grant will be pre- 
sent to receive the award from 
the U.N. Environment Program- 
me (UNEP); Mrs. Bnmdtland 
and Salinas will receive their 
prizes later. 

UNEP wfll also announce a 
new round of winners of its Glob- 
al 500 Award Programme, which 
was inaugurated in 1984 to recog- 
nise pioneers in environmental 
planning and conservation. 

Forty-nine individuals from 29 
nations win be honoured this 
year. Among them are: 

— Prince Bernhard of the 
Netherlands, who founded the 
World Wildlife Fund in 1961; 

— Jim Brandenburg of Minne- 
sota, formerly a National Geog- 
raphic Magazine photographer, 
now director of Wolf Ridge, 
America’s premier environmen- 
tal learning centre; 

— Lynton Keith Caldwell of 
Bloomington, Indiana, a doctor 


who has worked wife numerous 
international and U.N. environ- 
mental agencies over the years 
and drafted tbe U.S. National 
Environmental Policy Act; 

-—Robert Glewn Ketchum, an 
artist, author, photographer and 
teacher. He was curator of photo- 
graphy for the National Park 
Foundation from 1980-1989, and 
wrote the Tongass: Alaska’s 
Vanishing Rainforest, which 
Mobilised broad support for pas- 
sage of the Tongass Timber Re- 
form Act in the U.S. Congress. 


— Peter Matthiessen of Saga- 
ponack. New York, author of 
Wildlife In America, the first 
book to document the envirom- 
mental health of the United 
States. He has also written In dian 
Country and The Spirit Of Crazy 
Horse, about injustices suffered 
by native Americans. 



Julia Roberts 
named best, 
sexiest actress 


— Starlrist Seafood Co. of Long 
Beach, California, the world's 
largest tuna canner, for using 
fishing techniques that prevent 
tiie killing of dolphins. This poli- 
cy made 75 per cent of tbe canned 

tuna in the U.S. market “dolphin 
safe.” 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ptettj 
Woman star Julia Roberts was 
named the nation’s best azxi sex' 
test actress m a peril on Americas 
tastes, while Kevin Costner w® 
voted best actor and .Fatrici 
Swayze was picked the scries 
male star. The poll, condncfed 
for Entertainment Weekly maga- 
zine by the Gallop Organisation, 
rated the Oscar-winning movie 
Dances With Wolves as the bes 
film. Country Crooner Garti) 
Brooks was voted best male sin 
ger, leaving Frank Sinatra in 
fourth behind country singers 
Randy Travis' and George Strait. 
Whitney Houston was rated top 
female singer. Gallup surveyed 
900 people nationwide by tele- 
phone in Afey. The magazine dy 
not give numerical results of tiie 
polling. TV comedienne Rosanne 
Barr was the no. 1 choice cA 
respondents aksed: “Who’s the 
person you would least tike to 
take a very long ride with?” ‘ 


Japan firm make* 
musical bra 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese ling 
erie firm seeking a fitting way to 
mark Mozart’s bicentenary year 
has come up with a musical bra. 
“When you hook it up, it plays 
about 20 seconds of a Mozart 
variation,” a spokeswoman for 
Triumph - International Japan 
said. The front-fastening bras- 
siere contains the sent of min ' 
memory drip used in nma 
greetings cards, Triumph said. A 
tiny speaker is fastened under the 
armp i t The bra, in indigo blue 
with a musical stave motif repe- 
ated on matching panties, is stud- 
ded with tiny tights that flash 
when tbe music plays. There is 
only one drawback for the 
fashion-conscious lover of the 
great Austrian composer, who 
died 200 years ago this year. 
“Since ft involves electronic de* 
vices, it’s no good for regular use. 
It can’t be washed,” tbe Triumph 
spokeswoman said. Because of 
this Triumph have made only five 
of the bras, winch they intend to 
give away at a Tokyo trade show 
tins week, she ssid. “There wil] 
be a draw if too many people 
apply.” One of the Triumph 
group’s largest factories is in Au- 
stria. 


Liz Taylor 
announces AIDS 
benefits, auctions 


NEW YORK (R) — A fit a 
trim Elibzaeth Taylor h 
appeared at Christie's ancti 
bouse to announce two jeweOc 
auctions and two dinner-danc 
to benefit AIDS research. Wei 
ing a purple wraparound dre 
Taylor posed for photograp 
and told an onslaught of jonra 
ists that she was honorary cha 
person for the events, whi 
would raise money for the Amt 
ican Foundation For AIDS R 
search (AMFAR). “We m 
never concede defeat,” sa 
Taylor, who has led tbe U. 
entertainment industry’s fig 
against AIDS. Taykxr said s! 
would donate the first item f 
auction, a five-strand pearl cfao 
er with diamonds and rubi 
given to her by “someone ves 
dear to me/’ The auctions wi 
take place on Nov. 24 at ti 
Regent Beverly Wilshire Hotel 
Beverly Hills, California, ai 
next April 13 at Christie’s anctfc 
house in New York. Tbe dano 
will take place in the fall as 
spring. Together the four even 
are expected to raise $3 huffim 


Clerk’s mistake 
turns coupfe into 
millionaires 


TALLAHASSEE, Florida 
— A store cleric’s mktat 
tonied Karol and Margate 
joros into Flordia lotto 
bonaires. The St. Cloud - 
claimed their $11.2 rnffikn 
pot from the May 18 dn 


joros said be bought the ta 
a convenience store in St 
Florida, near Orlando. H 
nafly bought eight tickets I 
clerk accidentally print e r 
more and be agreed to bin 

One of the three extra tic* 

to have the w inning on 
Their winning ticket, a x 
computer selectin, wfll p 


years- The family <1 
the prize rmtfl they i 
to pat their affairs i 
co-trustee Douglas 
“They’ve tried to a 
grrodkise plans," • 
Obviously they’re 
grade their Hfbiyie. 
raally bending it oc 



